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EXT PLAIN OF HOTH - HELICOPTER SHOT - DAY 

A white s:1owscape races toward camera ... the :-fA!N 
TITLE quickly recedes, followed by a roll-up. 

Episode V: 

TME EMPIRE STRIKES BACK ... 
After the destruction of its 
�ost feared battle station, the 
Ewpire has declared martial law 
throughout the galaxy. 

A million worlds have felt the 
oppressive hand of the Emperor 
as He attempts to crush the 
g�owing rebellion. 

As the Imperial grip of tyranny 
tightens, Princess Leia and the 
s�all band of freedom fighters 
search for a more secure base of 
operations ... 

The roll-up disappears into the bleak horizo�. 

EXT PLAIN OF HOTH - HELICOPTER SHOT - DAY 

The camera tilts down bringing into view a small 
figure galloping across the windswept ice slope. 

EXT PLAIN OF HOTH - DAY 

A closer panning shot reveals a bundled rider on a 
large gray snow lizard, called a TAUNTAUN. Curving 
plumes of snow rise from beneath the speeding paws 
of the two-legged beast. 

EXT PLAIN OF HOTH - SLOPE - DAY 

7he rider gallops up a slope and reins his lizard to 
a stop. 

EXT PLAIN OF HOTH - SLOPE - DAY 

He pulls off his protective goggles. It is LUKE 
s�:YWALKER.. He notices something in the sky and takes 
a pair of electro-binoculars from his utility belt. 
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LUKE 
Weeho, girl! What's the matter 
... you smell soothing? There's 
nothing out there. I'll check 
again ... 

Luke takes a small device from his belt and starts to 
adjust it when suddenly a large shadow falls over him 
from behind, followed by a monstrous HOWL� Luke turns and 
looks up at an eleven foot high sha�e towering over him 

LUKE 
Son of a jumping ... J II 

He grabs for his pistol, but is HIT flat in the face 
by a huge, white claw, knocking him into the snow, 
bloody and unconscious. 

CLOSE-UP LUKE 

Luke falls unconscious into the snow. The terrified 
screams of the Tauntaun are cut short by the horrible 
snap of a neck being broken. 

�XT PLAIN OF HOTH - SLOPE - DAY 

T�e w.A.�A ICE MON'STER grabs Luke by 071e ankle and 
..:rags him away. 

EXT METEORITE CRATER - SNOW PLAIN - DAY 

A WEIRD MECHANICAL SOUND is heard over the whining of 
the wind. A strange PROBE ROBOT, with several extended 
sansors, emerges from the smoke-shrouded crater. The 
o�inous robot FLOATS across the snow plain, and disap
pears into the distance. 

EXT ICE CAVES - REBEL BASE ENTRANCE - DAY 

A stalwart figure rides his Tauntaun up to the entrance 
c,f an enormous ice cave. 

INT MAIN HANGAR DECK - REBEL BASE 

�ebel troopers are rushing about unloading supplies 
and otherwise securing their new base. The rider 
s-:Jings rakishly off his lizard and pulls away his 
goggles: HAN SOLO. He walks briskly into the illain 
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hangar deck toward the �HLLENIL�i FALCON, which is ?arked 
among several fighters. Mechanics, R-2 units and various 
other droids hurry abou�. P.an stops at �he Milleni�� 
F ,  H" ,.., k. ·1 . ld' '\.. ,_ , i: a�con. is woo iee cc-pi ot is we ��; on t1:e _ac� o� 
a central lifter. Now he stops work and lifts his face 
shield; CH_EWIE growls a greeting to his boss. 

HAN 
Cold isn't the word for it, Che�ie. 
I'll take a good fight any day 
over all this hidin' and freezin' 
... How you coming with those 
lifters? 

The Wookiee GRUMBLES a reply. 

HA.� 
All right. I'll go report then 
I'll give you a hand with them. 
Soon as those lifters are fixed, 
we're out of here. 

Chewbacca lets out with a joyful CHUCKLE and re�urns 
to his work as Han leaves. 

INT co���-1.�SD CENTER - I CE CAVE 

A makeshift command _center has been set up in a blaster 
<:!'°ea of thick ice. The low-ceilinged room is a �212�ii:Je 

of activity. Controllers, troopers, and droics �ove 
about setting up electronic equipment and monito�ing 
radar signals. GENERAL RIEEKAN straightens up from a 
console as Han approaches. 

RIEEKAN 
Captain Solo. What's the situation? 

HAN 
T�ere isn't a hint of life in 
t�e area. But all the perimeter 
�2rkers are set, so you'll know 
if anyone comes calling. 

RIEEKAN 
Good. and Commander Skywalker? 

HAN 
He's checking out a meteorite 
t�at hit near him. He'll be in 
soon. 

Sw� 4D 10/24/78 
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RIEEKAN 
(indicates radar screen) 

�ith all the meteor activity in 
this system, it's going to be 
df�ficult to spot approaching 
snips. 

HAN 
7he Empire won't look for you out 
here. I'd say you're all set ... 
which means it's time for me to 
get going. 

LEIA (OS) 
You're leaving? 

T�e two men turn to see PRINCESS LEIA, dressed in a 
short white combat jacket and pants. She is U?Set bv 
Han's news. Her hair is braided and tied across her 
head in a "30's" Nordic fashion 

HAN 
That's right. 

RIEE�� 
You're an extraordinary fighter. 
I hate- to lose you. 

HAN 
Thank you, General. But there's 
a price on my head. If I don't 
pay off Jabha the Hutt, I'm a 
walking dead man. 

RIEEKAN 
I understand. A death mark is 
not an easy thing to live with 
Until our paths cross again, 
way the force be with you. 

Rieekan touches Han and moves away. Han turns to 
Leia. 

HAN 
(with feeling) 

I guess this is it, Your Highness. 

Leia is angry. Han sees she has no warmth to offer 
him. He shakes his head and adopts a cooler tone. 

HAN 
Well, don't get all mushy on me. 
So long, Princess. 
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Han �alks away. Leia stews a moment, then follows him. 

INT ICE COR._�IDOR - REBEL BASE - HOTH 

R�n strides down a corridor carved from the ice. Leia 
follo�s quickly, agitated. Behind them, unnoticed, an 
a;pe:1cage of a Warnpa Ice �1oilster suddenly detaches from 
a seeDingly solid section of ice wall. 

LEIA 

Han! 

Han stops in the quiet corridor and turns to face Leia. 

RAN 
Yes, Your Highness? 

LEIA 
You said you were going to stay. 
w1iat happened? 

HAN 
That bounty hunter �e ran into 
On Ord Mantell c�anged my mind. 

LEIA 
Does Luke know? 

.HAN 

He' 11 know when he gets t .�ck ... 
Don't give me that look. Every 
clay more bounty hunters are 
searching for me. If I don't 
pay off Jabba· soon, there'll be 
too many to stop ... Remotes, 
Gank killers, and who knows what 
else . I've got to get that price 
off my head while I still have a head. 

LEIA 
Han,· we need you here . 

HAN 
We? 

LEIA 
Yes. 

HAN 
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LEIA 
(mystified) 

Me? I don't know what you mean. 

HAN 
(shakes his head, :ec-u?) 

You probably don't. How could 
you? You're so terrified of your 
own emotions 

LEIA 
And what are they, pray tell? 

HAN 
You want me to stay because of 
the way you feel about me. 

LEIA 
I respect you. You're a bold 
fighter, maybe not the brightest, 
but . . .  

HAN 
No, your worship. That's not 
what I'm talking about. 

Leia stares at him, understands, then la�ghs. 

LEIA 
You're imagining things. 

Han h�s had it with this broad. He steps closer. 
Leia is al�ost against the wall. Han puts a ha�d 
against the wall to cut off any retreat. 

HAN 
Am I? I say you came running 
after me because you were afraid 
I was leaving you without even a 
kiss. 

LEIA 
I'd just as soon kiss a wookiee. 

HAN 
There's no accounting for taste. 
Believe me, you could use a good 
kiss. 

(warming to the subject) 
You've spent so much time doing 
your duty and giving orders you've 
r,ever learned how to be a woman. 
It's a shame, because you've got 

Sw"E 4D 10/24/78 CONT:i:l·fCED 
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::�ound, then shoots a thin laser bolt at the snow drift. 

7he mound shakes a little bit and t�o large eves ?�oear 
at one end, staring directly at the rcbot. A

J

pri���al 
3ELLOW issues forth from the mound. 

EXT MOUND OF SNOW - ICE PLAIN - HOTH - DAY 

�he robot backs off a few feet, then blasts the �c��d 
-:-.1 ith a heavy laser bolt that disintegra�es the sno-,v·-
covered creature in a cloud of smoke and fla�e. 

EXT ICE PLAIN - HOTH - DAY 

The evil robot moves off toward the horizon. 

�XT ICE GORGE - HOTH - DUSK 

The jagged face of a huge ice wall sits gloorr:ily in the 
dim twilight of a Hoth day. Luke hangs spreadeagle 
·-..:pside do-:-,rn, ankles tied by hide thoLtgs to ice 
stalactites, his extended anns within a meter of the snow 
:loor. His face is covered in dried frozen blood en one 
side. He opens his eyes as a chilling �OAN of the 
hideous ice creature echoes off the gorge walls. 

EXT ICE GORGE - MED SHOT LUKE - DUSK 

Luke pulls himself up, grabs hold of his ankles, a�d 
futilely tries to unfasten the thongs. Exhausted, �e 
drops back into the hanging position. 

LUKE 
(to himself) 

Relax. Relax. 

Luke spies his laser sword lying near a pile of his 
discarded gear about three feet out of reach. �ever
berating through the gorge, the growling and crunching 
sounds of the approaching ice �onster can be heard. 
Luke desperately strains for his sword. Quietly, almost 
a whisper; Luke hears old BEN 1 S CAL� VOICE. 

s·.,r: 4D 10/ 24/ 7 8 
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Luke focuses on the saber as the huges monster's fee: 
crunch closer. Luke's hand strains toward the wea?On, 
his eyes squeeze tight in concentration. 

LUKE 
Gotta relax, relax .... 

BEN (Voice Over) 
Let The Force flow, Luke. 

Just as the ice monster looms over Luke, the light 
saber suddenly jumps �hree feet into Luke's hand. The 
young warrior instantly igni:es the sword, swi�gs up 
and cuts both of his bindings. He drops to the sno� in 
a heap. �he startled ice monster moves back, his gia�t 
Jellow eyes blinking. The most that can be discer�ed 
of the creature is a shaoe, and those two perp!exe� eyes. 
Luke scrambles to his feet. �e swings his light sabe= 
and the mo�ster screams in pain. 

EXT Et;TR.ANCE TO ICE GORt;E - HOTH - DUSK 

Luke staggers out of the gorge and stumbles dm-m a 
snow bank. 

INT MAIN HANGAR DECK - LILLE.}:�n.,� FALCON - DUSK 

The �angar is full of activity. We hear a familiar 
strea� of beeps and whistles a moment before catch�ng 
sight of A�TOO and THREEPIO, who appear from a corridcr 
and :nove along an ice wall toward the Hillenniu:n Falcon. 
Eehind than, in the ice, two large yellow eyes blink 
open. 

THREEPIO 
It is not my fault, you malfunc
tioning twerp. I merely commented 
That it was freezing in her chamber. 
But it's supkosed to be freezing. 
I did not as you to turn on the 
thermal heater. I don't know how 
we'll get all her things dried out 
... Ah. Here we are. 

The two robots stop at Han Solo's space freighter. 
Han and Chewie are still struggling with their central 
lifters. 
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TH-U:EPIO 
Captain Solo, sir. Might I have 
a word with you? 

\"'"hat is i t ? 

THREEPIO 
Mistress Leia has been trying to 
reach you on the cormnunicator, 
but either you have it turned off, 
or it is malfunctioning ... if 
it's damaged, Artoo, could fix it, 
if you like. 

HAN 
I shut it off. What's her royal 
holiness want? 

THREEPIO 
She is looking for Master Luke, 
and assumed he would be here with 
you. No one seems to know .... 

Han glances at the fading light at the entrance of 
the ice cave as night slowly begins to fall on the 
olanet. 

HAN 
(concerned) 

Luke's not back yet? It's almost 
nig!-it out there! 

Han jULups down off the lift. 

HAN 
Bolt it down, Chewie 

(yelling) 
Deck Sergeant! 

(into com-link) 
Control, has Commander Skywalker 
reported in yet? 

He gets a negative reply as the DECK SERGEANT �nd an 
AIDE rush up to Han� 

DECK SERGEANT 
Yes sir! 

HAN 
Sergeant, is.Commander Skywalker 
back yet? 
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DECK SERGEA�T 
I haven't seen him. He probably 
came in through the south entrance. 

HAN 
Probably isn't good enough, Sergeant. 
Check on it! 

The Deck Sergeant and his aide turn and rush off. 
Artoo lets out a confused whistle. 

THREEPIO 
I don't know, Artoo. 

(to Han) 
Sir, might I inquire what' s going 
on? 

HAN 
Go tell vour urecious Princess ... 
Luke is dead unless he shows up 
soon. 

Artoo lets out with a hysterical whistle. 

THREEPIO 
Oh no! 

INT MAIN HANGAR DECK - TAUNTAUN COR.'tlAL - NEAR :c::-;:R.!1�CE 
DUSK 

The Deck Sergeant and several Troopers inspect the 
�angled re=ains of three dead Tauntauns. Sore of :�e 
hardware nearby has also been brutally pulled c�t of 
shai,e. Several surviving Tauntauns shuffle ner .. ·ously 
nearby. Outside the light is slowly fading. 

TROOPER 
(to Deck Sergeant) 

... I can't imagine, sir. Their 
necks are broken. 

7he Deck Sergeant nods, then notices Han running up 
and steps out of the group to meet him. 

DECK SERGEANT 
Corrrrnander Skvwalker hasn't come 
through the south entrance, sir. 
�aybe he slipped by without 
checking in. 
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.EXT PLAIN OF HOTH - DUSK 

Han rides across the p lain on his Tau�: aun . 

EXT PLAIN OF . HOTH - CLOSE -UP HAN - DUSK 

2 8  

2 9  

He reins his mount to  a stoo , l ooks  a� 2�nd a� d l is :e� s . 
It's almost as if he hears �omething . He turns and l 0cks 
in one direction, then spurs his lizard in that di�e� · ion. 

EXT PLAIN OF HOTH - DUSK 

Han rides off across the plain on his Tauntaun . 

EXT SNOW DR IFT - HOTH - DUSK 

The wind is blowing quite strong now. Luke struggles to 
stay upright, but a blast of freezing snow knocks hin 
over. He struggles to get up, but he can't. The young 
warrior fr �---� Tatooine drages himself a coup le of feet 
and then collapses. 

LUKE 
I can ' t 

BEN 
You must . Luke, look at me ! 

Luke looks up and sees old BEN KENCBI standing not t e� 
feet awav. Luke strains to lift hi=self up. He is 
speechless. 

BEN 
You must survive, Luke. 

I'm cold 
LUKE 

so cold 

BEN 
You must go to the Dagobah System 
. . .  There you will learn from 
one who taught me : Yoda, the 
Jedi Master . 

LUKE 
(reaches out weakly) 

Ben . . .  Ben 

BEN 
Luke . . . you .are the only hope . 

3 0  

3 1 
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CONTINUED 

The image of Ben fade s , reveal ing a lo�e rider en a 
Tauntaun in the windswept horizon. 

LUKE 
Ben ! ?  

L�ke drop s into  un con s c iousness . 

EXT SNOW DRIFT - HOTH - DVSK 

Han pulls up , leaps off his lizard . He goes to his 
snow - covered friend and cradles him in his arms . Han ' s  
Taun taun l ets out a low , pi tiful bellow . There is real 
fear in Han ' s  fac e as he shakes Luke . 

HAN 
Come on , buddy , you aren't dead 
yet . Give me a sign here. 

Luke doesn't respond. 
Luke ' s  wounded face . 

Han begins frantically rubbing 
Soon he  is slapping him. 

HAN 
Don't do this , Luke , it ' s  not your 
time . . . 

Luke res oonds to a slap. Han is j oyous . 

HAN 
All right ! I knew you wouldn ' t  
l eave me out here all alone !  

Han g ! anc es over toward his Tauntaun with co�c ern as 
he s t arts to lift Luke. 

HAN 
(to Luke ) 

We ' ve got to get you out of here 
b efore our transportation free zes. 

EXT s�ow DRIFT BY TAUNTAUN - HOTH - DUSK 

Han has carried Luke almost to the l izard wh en t�e 
Taun t aun die s with a moan. Han checks the lizard. 

HAN 
Blast! Deader than a Triton moon . 
We haven't got much time . 
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CONTINUED 

Leia �od s an a ckno�ledgement , bu t s he i s  lost i�  � � ��;h t 
that is only jroken when General Rieekan apprca�hes. 

RIEEKAN 
Nothing more can be done ton i 2h t. 
The s � ield doors □us t  be c lo s � c. 
I can ' t wait any longer . I t m sorry . 

LEIA 
(resigned) 

I understand . 

Chewie lets out a long, mournful howl, so�ew�at l ike a 
coyo te . 

RIEEKAN 
The speeders should be ready in 
the morning. They ' l l  make the 
search easier. 

LEIA 
Is there any chance of them 
surviving out there? 

RIEEKAN 
Slim , but yes, there ' s  a chance. 
They have a she lter. It ' s  not 
much, but 

Artoo lets out with a complex series of efficie�t �� eps . 

THREEPIO 
Beggin ' your pardon , ma ' am, but 
Artoo says the chances of survival 
are one thousand, seven hundred 
twenty-seven to one . 

(to Artoo) 
Actually, I don't think we needed 
to know that. 

Leia stands praying to herse lf as the huge metal doors 
slam across the entrance of the ice cave. The loud 
300�5 echo through the huge cavern. Chewie lets out 
another howl. 

EXT I CE PLAIN - HOTH - DAWN 

The huge dim sun of Hoth crawls lazily over the hori zon 
i� the North as a spurt of snow shoots skyward 
�evealing the dark probe robot. The sinister obj e ct 
pulls in several of its extended arms, hovers for a 
f�w moemnts, then starts off across the bleak Hoth rla in. 

4!) 12 / 0 5 / 7 8  

3 5  

3 6  



3
7 

3
9

 

4
0

 

) 

�
 

41
 

}
 

�
\ 

EX
T 

SN
O

WD
RI

F
T

 
-

HO
TH

 
-

DA
Y 

A
 

s
ma

ll
, 

s
nu

b
-n

os
ed

, 
arm

or
e

d
 

la
nd

s
pe

e
de

r 
r

a
ce

s
 

a
cr

os
s

 
th

e 
w

hi
te

 
la

nd
s

ca
� e

. 

I�
T 

A
RM

O
RE

D 
SN

OW
SP

EE
DE

R
 

-
H

O
TH

 
SN

O
WD

�
IF

T
S 

-
DA

Y 

T�
er

e
 i

s
 

on
l

y 
o�

e 
PI

LO
T,

 
ZE

V
, 

in
 

th
e

 e
n

cl
os

e
d 

tw
o-

�
a

n 
c

ra
ft

. 
He

 c
on

ce
n

tr
at

es
 

on
 

th
e

 s
co

pe
s

 
wh

i
ch

 r
i

ng
 h

i
s

 
co

ck
pi

t
. 

A
 

l
ow

 
b

le
e

p 
ca

n 
b

e
 h

ea
rd

. 

Z
E

V
 

(e
x

c
it

ed
) 

I
'v

e 
g

o
t 

s
om

e
th

in
g

! 
�

o
t 

mu
ch

 b
u

t 
it

 c
ou

ld
 b

e 
a 

li
fe

 
fo

�m
 

FT
C

 
23

21
 

by
 

T
RX

 
11

73
. 

I
'm

 
c

lo
si

ng
 i

n
 .

..
 

EX
T 

A
RM

OR
E

D 
SN

O
W

SP
EE

DE
R 

-
HO

TH
 

SN
OW

D
RI

FT
S 

--
DA

Y 

Th
e

 s
ma

l
l

 
cr

a
f

t 
b

a
nk

s
 a

nd
 m

a
ke

s
 a

 s
l

ow
 a

r
c 

r
a

ci
ng

 
of

f 
in

 
a 

ne
w 

di
r

e
ct

i
on

. 

IN
T

 A
RM

OR
ED

 
SN

OW
SP

E
E

DE
R 

-
H

O
TH

 
SN

O
WD

R
IF

T
S 

-
DA

Y 

Th
e

 p
i

l
o

t 
s

w
i

tc
he

s 
ov

er
 

to
 

a 
ne

w 
tr

an
s

mi
tt

er
. 

Z
E

V
 

Th
i

s
 i

s
 S

-
12

2 
ca

ll
i

ng
 

Ca
pt

ia
n 

So
l

o,
 

Co
illm

an
de

r 
Sk

yw
a

lk
e

r.
 

D
o 

y
cu

 c
op

y?
 

Th
is

 
is

 
S

-
12

2 
.

.
. 

Th
e

re
 

is
 a

 s
ha

rp
 

cr
a

ck
le

 
of

 s
ta

ti
c 

th
e

n 
a 

f
a

in
t 

v
oi

ce
. 

HA
N 

(O
S)

 
(f

il
te

re
d)

 
N

ic
e

 o
f 

y
ou

 g
uy

s
 

to
 d

r
op

 b
y.

 
H

op
e 

we
 d

i
dn

't
 g

e
t 

y
ou

 u
p

 
to

o 
e

ar
ly

. 

Z
E

V
 

(s
w

i
tc

hi
ng

 
tr

an
s

m
i

tt
er

s
) 

B
as

e 
O

ne
, 

I 
f

ou
nd

 
th

em
, 

R
e

p
e

a
t,

 
I 

fo
un

d
 t

h
e

m
 

EX
T 

SN
Ow

-U
R

I
FT

 
-

HO
TH

 
-

D
A

Y 

Th
e

 s
ma

l
l

 s
h

e
l

te
r 

i
s

 
co

ve
re

d
 w

i
th

 s
n

ow
 o

n
 

th
e

 w
i

nd
w

ar
d 

s
id

e
. 

Ha
n 

h
as

 m
ad

e 
a 

m
ak

es
hi

f
t 

an
te

n
n

a
 w

h
ic

h 
r

e
s

ts
 

g
�n

ge
rl

y 
on

 
t

op
 

of
 

th
e 

s
n

ow
d

r
if

t.
 

T
h

e
 s

m
al

l 
a

rm
or

e
d

 
S?

e
ed

e
r

 
ca

n 
b

e
 s

ee
n 

a
pp

r
oa

c
h

i
ng

 
in

 t
h

e
 

di
s

ta
nc

e 
as

 H
an

 
w

av
es

 
f

ra
nt

i
ca

ll
y 

i
n 

th
e 

f
or

e
g

ro
un

d
. 

S�
 

4D
 

12
/0

5
/7

8 

3
7
 

3
8

 

3
9

 

4
0

 

41
 

-C 



42 

43 

19 

INT MEDICAL CENTER - REBEL BASE 

S trange R030T SURGEONS adj us t a ma ss  o=  ele c tron i c  
c�uipmen t . A swit ch is thrown and a sudden b l inding 
flash obscures Luke in a chamber f i lled with a thick , 
gelatinous red slime . Luke begins to thrash about, 
raving in his del irium . 

INT MEDI CAL CENTER OBSERVATION ROOM - REBEL BASE 

Leia , Threepio, and Chewbacc a are wathc ing from a 
g lassed - of f  room next door, where Han is res t ing on a 
cush ioned medi cal table . They can hear the· mechanical 
su� geons working and Luke ' s  ravings on a speaker in 
the room . 

LUKE 
Watch out . . .  snow creatures . . .  
dangerous . . .  Yoda . . .  go to Yoda 
. . .  only hope . . .  must survive . . .. 

Han raises himself on his table , listening to Luke. 
Chewbacca makes him l ie back down , then BARKS a co::i:7,ent 
in reference  to Luke. 

HAN 
He doesn't make sense to me either , 
Chewie. 

THREEP IO 
I do hope he's all there . . .  if 
you take my mean ing . I woul d hate 
to see Master Luke develop a short 
circuit . . . 

HAN 
The kid ran into something mean , 
and it wasn ' t  the cold . 

LE IA 
Those creatures he keeps tal ing 
a�out . . . we ' d  better double the 
security Han , I don ' t  know 
how . . .  

HAN 
Forget it . 

TOO-ONEBEE ( 2 - lB) , a surgeon droid, enters the room . 

TOO-ONE BEE 
He had gone tnto dormo-shock, 
almost hibernation. But he's 
responding to the Bacta. We'll 
tring him through . 

SW:: 4D 1 0 :' 2 4 / 7 8  CONT INUED 
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CONTINUED 

CORPO�L 
We got it, sir , but there may be 
more. 

INT COMJ-'f.AND CETNER - REBEL BASE 

Alanns buzz softly in the background . The entire co�c.and 
center is on full alert. General Rieekan is conferring 
wi th the HEAD CONTROLLER as Han and Leia enter the roo� . 
Thr e epio and Chewie follow. 

LEIA 
Have they ana lyzed  the one that 
was killed? 

RIEEKAN 
Not yet. They ' re working on it 
now. 

Another alarm goes off at a console behind them and the 
SENSOR CONTROLLER at that spot calls across the room . 

SENSOR CONTROLLER 

General ! 

Rieekan leaves the group as they continue . . .  

HEAD CONTROLLER 
It won't be long before our sensors 
will be able to track th em. 

THREEPIO 
It figures Artoo would be in the 
!!'liddle of this . 

HAN 
I�'s going to be a little tricky 
around here until we know where 
they ' re coming form. 

INT C0�1AND CENTER BY CONSOLE - REBEL BASE 

Rieekan looks up grimly from the cons ole in the back 
ground . He calls over to Liea and Han. 

RIEEKAN 
We have a visitor . 

The group hurries over to Rieekan. 

SWE 4D 10 / 24/78 CONTINUED 
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EXT SNOW PLAIN - OVER REBEL BASE - HOTH - DAY 

The d ark probe robot moves past the smol der ing ru ins of 
che s tation fire and down a ridge toward the rebel base . 

47 

EXT s�ow PLAIN - SPEEDER - OVER REBEL BASE - HOTH - JAY 4 8  

The rob o t  stops when it  sees in  the distance a tiny 
S?eeder racing toward it fo l lowed by several other 
s �)eeders . A large antenna projects skyward from the 
robot ' s  top and it begins to send out a PIERCn�G SIGNAL . 

EXT S�OW DUNE - SPEEDER - HOTH - DAY 

The s peeder di sappears beh ind a snow dune. 

EXT SNOW PLAIN - OVER RE BEL BASE - HOTH - DAY 

The s inister robot continues to send out its high p i tched 
signal whi el frantically searching t he landscape for the 
rebel s peeder s . 

EXT SNOW PLAIN - OVER REBEL BASE - HOTH - DAY 

Shortly, Chewb acca pops his head over a snow bank not 
th irty feet away. Tt e robot swings around , it s deadly 
ray ready to fire. But before it can get a shot off , 
it  i s  h it from behind by a la ser bolt , and ex? lodes in 
a milli on p ieces.  

EXT SNOW PL�IN - OVER REBEL BASE - HOTH - DAY 

Han Solo r i ses from the direction of the deadly bolt 
and walks ever to the spot where the robot was a moment 
before, taking out his  com-link. 

INT CO>i}1AND CENTER - REBEL BASE 

Princes s Leia and Rieekan listen to Han on the com-link . 

10 /24/ 7 8  

HAN (OS) 
(filtered) 

I ' m afraid there ' s  not much 
left. 

LEIA 
��at was it? 

4 9  
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CONTINUED 

ll�N (OS) 
(filtered) 

Droid of some kind. I didn't hit 
it that hard . It must have had a 
s e l f - des truct . .. .  

LEIA 
An Imperial probe dorid . 

HAN (OS) 
(filtered) 

Now don ' t  panic. We don't know 
that. 

RIEEKAN 
But, we don't know it wasn't. 

SPACE - IMPERIAL FLEET 

Darth Vader's Star Destroyer , larger and stranger than 
the five Imperial Star Destroyers that surround it , sits 
in the vastness of s pace. The six huge ships �re 
surrounded by a convoy o f  smaller spa cecraft. Tie 
fighters dart to and fro. 

53 

54 

INT BRIDGE - MAIN CONTROL DECK - VADER'S STAR DESTROYER 55 

Controllers working the vast comp l ex of electornic 
c ontrols hear orninous , approaching footsteps and look 
up from their controls. The s quat , evil-looking 
A�MIRAL OZZEL and the young , powerfully-built GENERAL 
VEERS , who have been conferring near the front, als o  
feel the approaching presence and turn that way. DARTH 
VADER, Lord of the Sith, enters like a chill wind. As  
he moves across the wide bridge, CAPTIAN PIETT hurries 
up to Ozzel. 

PIETT 
I think we ' ve found them, Admiral. 

OZZEL 
Are you sure, Captain? 

PIETT 
Well , the report we have is only 
a fragment , from a probe droid in 
the Hoth System, but it ' s  the best 
lead we've had in . . . . 
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CONT INUED 

OZ ZEL 
(angry) 

We have mi l l ions of  probe dro ids 
s e arching the galaxy . . .  I wan t 
oroof , not leads . I don ' t intend 
to con t inue to cha s e  around fro� 
one s i de . . . .  

VADER 
( looming over the group ) 

The Ho th Sys t em? 

PIETT 

Ye s , S ir . . . .  we have vi sua l s  . . .  
the Sys tem i s  suppo s e d to b e  devo i d  
o f  human forms . . .  

On a l arge s creen , an image  of the rebel  snow � � s e  
appear s surrounded b y  comp l i c ated  comp� t er r e � :: )ut s . 
the reb e l  sp eeder s can be  s e en ap�roa ch ing in t�e 
d i s t anc e . Vader s tudi e s  the imag e . 

VADER 
Tha t ' s  i t . Tha t ' s  the one . 

OZZEL 

Mv Lord , how do you know i t ' s  
th em? There are s o  many un char ted  
s e t t l emen t s . I t  could be smugglers  

VADER 
I know . And I know young Skywa lker 
is wi th them . Br ing in the p a trol  
ship s , Admiral , and set  your ccur s e  
for the Ho th Sys tem .  Gene ral  Veer s 
prepare your men 

I�T ICE CORRIDOR - REBEL BASE - HOTH 

Ar t oo and Threep io are moving by a s t eel  door on whi ch 
an X has  been paint ed . From behind i t  come i� t ermi t ten t  
THL�fPS  and ROARS . 

THREEPIO 

. . .  I t  s eems the snow cre a tures  
are  attrac ted to  a high-pit ched 
wh i s tle . That ' s  how they ' re ,b e ing 
drawn to thi s  trap . 

Artoo WHI STLE S hi s under s tanding a s  he s tajd s �efore 
t:1e door . Immediately the THUMP ING on the door p i ck e s  
up . Ar too b eep s a que s ti on .  

SWE 4D 1 0 / 24 / 78  
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CONTINUED 

THREEP IO 
See your whistles upset them. 
No , I told  you they can ' t  get out! 
Now wil l  you hurry up? I don ' t  
know why I bo ther . . . 

:hreep io  moves around a corner. Artoo stares at the 
�oor another moment , then proceeds to tell the Ice 
: fonsters off in a burst of beeps and �h istles. The 
THUMPING picks up as Artoo moves casual ly away. 

INT �DICAL CENTER - REBEL BASE 

Luke is out of the chamber , lying on the bed ?reviou s ly 
occupied by Han . Leia is at his side. She br� s�es the 
hair out of his eyes and runs her fingers along the scar 
on his face. 

LE IA 
The Bacta are growing wel l . The 
scars shoul d  be gone in a day or 
so. Does it st i l l  hurt? 

LUKE 
I'm fine. �eal ly . Leia . . .  when 
I was out there and it looked 
pretty bad . . . wel l,  it �ade me 
think about things . 

LEIA 
Me too . I was afrai d. 

Iheir eyes meet. Luke touches her cheek with his hand. 

LUKE 
I don ' t  real ly know how to say this 
. . . I never have before . . . Leia , 
you know how I feel about you . . .  

She does and it ' s  confusing. Their lips are ve�y c l ose .  
About to kiss. The door opens noisily and Three?io 
enters with Artoo. Leia pul ls back , startled . Luke 
realizes the moment has been lost . His mind races for 
a way to regain it as Leia takes on her more for:::al 
�anner. The droids are a bothersome distraction ; Luke ' s  
concentration is on Leia . Artoo beeps a cheerful 
greeting. 

THREEPIO 
�aster Luke, it ' s  so  good to see 
you functional again . 

S�� 4D 12/ 05 / 78 CONT INL"ED 
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LUKE 

Thanks , Threepio . Leia . .. 

Artoo beeps and whistles . 

TH!<.E E P I O  
Artoo expresses his rel ief a l so 

LUKE 

Goo d. Thanks , Artoo. 

LEIA 
(about to leave) 

You rest now . 

THREEP IO 
So  much has happened during the 
period of your indisposition, s ir. 

LEIA 
I ' ll be back later . 

LUKE 
(anxious to keen her) 

Leia . . .  What would you think i f  
I went away for a while? 

LEIA 
,._�:-, a t  did you say?! 

Leia ' s  reaction is so �uch bigger an d more vo c i fer o� s 
t�an �uke expected , it star ts what is  to bec o=e a gr o�ing 
snowb a ll of  confusion for him. 

1 0/24/ 7 8  

LEIA 
Where are you going? 

LUKE 
I have this . . .  feeling. I'm 
not  sure , really .. .  

LEIA 
Tha t ' s  just great . Why doesn ' t  
everyone j ust take off? 

LUKE 
What are you talking about ?  

LEIA 
First Han, now you . When am I 
gc ing to learn no t t o  count  on 
&nyone but myself? . . .  

CONTINUED 

i. I 
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CONTINUED 

LUKE 
Han ' s  leaving? 

LEIA 

. . . I was getting along just fine 
before I met you two moon jockeys . 

LUKE 
Calm down, will ya? Tell  me about 
Han . 

LEIA 
He wants to pay off that criminal 
he's in hock to. 

LUKE 
Jabba the Hutt? 

LEIA 
(back to her tirade) 

I could get more loyalty if I 
Nent down the hall and recruited 
so�e of those snow creatures. 

LUKE 
Sn�w creatures . . .  they're here? ! 

THREEPIO 
Yes, sir. But . they're being tra?ped 
quite cleverly. 

Artoo beeps and wistles proudly . 

THREEPIO 
(to Artoo) 

What do you mean , you took care 
of that? I would hardly cal l  your 
part in that matter great . . .  

Luke ' s  head is spinning as Han and Chewie make a vigorous 
entrance. The Wookiee GROWLS a greeting . 

HAN 

Hi kid, you look strong enough 
to wrestle a Gundark. 

LUKE 
Thanks to you _. 

HAN 
That ' s  two you owe me, j unior . 
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CONTINUED 

.J V  

LEIA 
(to Han) 

You must have gone completely out 
of your feeble mind. 

HA.N 

Come on , your highnes s ,  are you 
telling me you haven ' t  been thinking 
about that kiss? 

Leia is flushed, eyes darting between Luke and Han. 

LE IA 
�·lhy you low-down , s tuck-up , hal f 
witted, s cruffy-looking nerf-herder . 

HAN 
Who ' s s cruffy-looking? 

(a big grin) 
I tell ya ' sweetheart , I must ' ve 
hit pretty close to the mark to 
get you hoppin' like this . Doesn ' t  
it look that way to you , Luke? 

LUKE 
(star ing at Leia) 

Yeah . . . it does . . . kind of. 

Leia looks vulnerable for a moment , then the mask again , 
focus sing on Luke . 

LE IA 
Oh it does , does it? �ell , I 
gues s you don ' t  unders t and every
thing about women yet . .. do you , 
sonny? 

With that Leia leans over and kis ses  Luke on the lips . 
Then she s tands and walks out. Everyone i s  dui!lb stru ck . 
The door closes behind Leia and they all look at each 
other in s ilence. 

In the distance , the muffled sound of an alarm is heard. 

SPACE - IMPERIAL FLEET 

Six huge star destroyers rest in s pace in the Hoth 
System. 
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CONTINUED 

PIETT 
Yes, My Lord. 

VADER 
�ake ready to land General Veers ' 
assault troops on the surface . 
Then deploy the fleet so that 
nothing can get off that system. 
You're in command now, Admiral 
Piett. 

Piett is as pleased as he is surpri sed. Admiral Ozzel 
has been struggling to breathe in the background and 
new with a final choke, he dies . 

INT MAIN HANGAR DECK - REBEL BASE 

Alarms sound. Troops, ground crews and droids rush 
to their alert s tations. Armored landspeeders are 
lined up in attack formation near the main entrance . 
Leia is briefing a group of p i lots gathered in the 
center of the hangar . Beyond them Han can be seen 
doing some frantic welding on the lifters of the 
Mi l l anium Falcon. 

LEIA 
. . . the large transport ships will 
leave as soon as they ' re loaded. 
Only two figh ter escorts per ship . 
The energy shield can only be 
opened for a spl i t  second at  a 
t ime, so you ' ll have to stay very 
close to the transports. 

PILOT 
What about those Imper ial ships 
out there? 

LEIA 
The ion cannon wil l  fire two 
bl asts which will  destroy any 
enemy ships in your flight path . 
Then proceed to the rendezvous 
p oint. Good luck. 

The pilots hurry away. 

INT !·�IN HANGAR DECK - MILLENIUM FALCON - REBEL BASE 

Han finishes his work and hops down to the hangar  floor. 

59  

60  

61  

He pulls out his com-link, all the t ime eyeing the lifters . 
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CONTINUED 

HAN 
(into com- link) 

All righ t ,  Chewie, give it a try . 

�eia pas s e s , giving Han a dirty look. A mec�ani�m on 
the pira te ' s ship makes a noise and the lifters begin 
to ri se . Sud denly there is a nalfun c tion and �he 
right lifter breaks partially loos e, swinging down with 
a crash . Han winces . Lei a , acros s the hangar , turns 
a t  the sound and shoot s Han a "Wha t  a s c rew-up ! "  look, 
then goes out . 

HAN 
(into com-link) 

Hold it, Chewie . 

INT CO�.AND CENTER - REBEL BASE - HOTH 

The command center is quiet but tense, a marked contrast 
to  the rushing about on the hangar deck . Only the buz z 

6 1  

62 

of compl ica ted ec lec tronic equipment overrides the silence. 
General Rieekan wa t ches over the shoulder of a RJi.DARMi.AN 
as  hundred s of small dots dance a c ros s a s cope rea dout . 
Leia j oin s him. 

RADA�M.AN 
Imperial ass ault craft have landed 
on the far side . 

RIEEKAN 
If they re ach the power generators , 
that wil l  be the en� of our energy 
shield. 

LEIA 
�.Je must hold them off until all 
our ships are safely away. 

CONTROLLER 
The first  transport i s  ready 
St and by to fire the ion cannon . 

EXT IMPERIAL STAR DESTROYER - SPACE 

FULL SHOT - A huge Imperial Star De stroyer rests 
against a sea of stars with the white surface of the 
pl anet Hoth far below in the left part of the frame . 

INT IMPERIAL STAR DESTROYER NO . 1 BRIDGE 

FULL SHOT - Interior Imperial St ar Des troyer . Ou t 
window stars and the white pl anet on the left side of 
the frame. 
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MAIN HANGAR DECK - REBEL BASE - ·HOTH 

Pilots, gunners and R-2 uni t s  hurry about . VJ1<e , 
�ullir.g on his  heavy weather gear, is headed to·.,.,ard a 
row of armored speeders . He stop s at the back of the 
Nillenium Fal con ,  where Han and Chewie are trying to 
rep a ir the right l i fter with even more has te t�an 
� e fore . Luke sp eaks U? to the� . 
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70 CONTINUED 

LU-.t<E 

Looks like :his ' ll be it for awhile . 
Chewie, take care of yourself . . .  
and watch over this guy, will ya. 

Ct... c-:•.· :.e 3A�KS a farewell and re ':urns to his · . .;c· :-k. :-: .::1 
�nd L�ke exchange warm looks . 

LUKE 
I hope you make your peace with 
Jabba. 

HAN 
Don ' t  worry . You haven't seen 
the last of us . 

H2n s1:vi-::.gs down by one arm like a monkey and c la S?S 
L��e ' s  �and. They hold for a long moment, t� �n br eak . 
L�ke nods  and moves away. Han watches him go. 

HAN 
Give ' em hell , kid . 

He gees back to work . Everyone cheers at t�e a�no��ce
c�n t  which echos through the hangar . 

Pu'mOUNCER (OVER PA) 
First transport is clear and away . 

��ke hurries up to his landspeeder. His gu�ner , �ACK, 
a f= e sh- faced, eager .kid, is glad to see him. 7h ey 
c l :.:r:b in . 

DACK 
Are you feeling all right, sir? 

LUKE 
Like new, Dack . How ' bout you? 
Ready to try some real fighting? 

DACK 
?es, sir ! Right now I feel like 
I could take on the whole Empire 
nyself . You know what I mean, 
Co!l'lIIlander? 

LUKE 
(quietly, strapping in) 

Yeah , I know .. . I know. 

Leia's voice comes over the PA system . 
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LE IA ( OVER PA ) 
Speeder pilots . . .  Your fight ers 
�re b eing towed to the south s lop e. 
They should be safe there . You ' ll 
get a signa l wh en t�e evac�ation 
i s  comple te. 

ICE CORRIDOR - RE BEL BASE  - HOTH 

Threepio and Artoo stand in the midd l e  of the corridor 
as troops and aides  rush past them . 

THREEPIO 
Why is it wh en th ings seem to get 
settled, everything fal ls apart . 
Well, I gue s s  it's goodbye then . .  . 
Take good care of  Mas t er Luke . .  . 
and take good care of yours elf , 
too . Until we meet again . . . .  

Artoo replies with a whist le  and a toot, turns and 
speeds down the hallway. Threepio waves,  then turns 
and moves off in the oppo site dire c tion. 

EXT ICE CAVE (MATTE) 

�ith gun tower in the foreground , men rush ab�ut gett ing 
r e a dy for the battle. Th e giant gun swings �roJnd 
po int·ing to camera slightly left to right. 

EXT ICE PLAIN - SNOW TRENCH - HOTH 

MED SHOT - Reb el troops carry heavy bazooka-typ e  weapons 
into position along a snow trench . Men rush about as 
officers yell orders and brace themselves against the 
rhythmic gusts of  wind. 

EXT ICE PLAIN - GUN TOWERS 

MED SHOT - Rebe l troops load power packs into a gun 
turret and swing its guns into position. 

EXT ICE PLAIN - POWER GENERATORS - GUN TOWERS 

MED SHOT - Rebel troops move a dish-like ray gun into 
position. The huge power generator can b e  s e en in 
background against the i c e  cliffs . 
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EXT ICE PLAIN - POWER GENERATORS - GUN TOWERS 

��D SHOT of generator , as nen s curry about in t�e fc=e 
ground carrying equipment .  The loud buzz and ?C?ping 
of the generator is deafening . Long finger s of energy 
f ly off the huge cores every so often . One troooer 
�eves into the foreground as he hears something but 
c an ' t  qu ite make out what i t  i s . 

EXT ICE PLAIN - POWER GENERATORS - GUN TOWERS 

MED CLOSE -UP - An officer in the trench hears the s o��d 
al so. He turns toward the ice plain horizon. All work 
stops as the men li s ten to the distant , thump , th 1.l!!lp , 
thUQ? sound . The offi cer squints to see s oITtething . 

EXT ICE PLAIN - HOTH - POV 

WIDE SHOT - A thin hori zon line cuts acros s the bleak 
lands cape . Small dot- s ized objects begin to a?pe ar 
on the horizon : the wind begins to pick up. 

EXT ICE PLAIN - HOTH 

EXTREME CLOSE-UP - The giant foot of an Imperial s�ow 
walker crashes thru frame , ki cking up snow and ice . 
It rises out of frame . 

EXT ICE PLAIN POWER GENERATOR - GUN TOWERS 

MED SHOT - The rebel officer lifts a pair of ele c tro
binocular s to his eyes . 

EXT ICE PLAIN - HOTH - POV 

ELECTRO-BINOCULAR POV of very c lose view on a giant 
walker , the view ZOG:1S ba·ck to reveal a full shot of 
three approaching walker s. Small flashes appear 
around the guns of the lumbering mon sters . 

EXT ICE PLAIN - POWER GENERATORS - GUN TOi..TERS 

MED SHOT - The officer drops his b ino�ular s as the 
regular rhythmic pounding begins to vibrate the 
ground. It grows louder , with a high-pitched , 
metallic- rattling. He speaks into a com- link . 
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LIEC':'E�A.!'ff 
Incoming ! Open up . . .  they ' re 
point 0 3, Commander Skywalker . 

LUKE 
We're on our way . 

The ice and snow exp lode around the officer and his 
men . 

EXT ICE PLAIN - PO��R GENERATORS - GUN TOWERS 

}iE:D SIDE ANGLE - The rebel troop s aim their we apons  
at the horizon as exp losions erupt all around them . 
They are nervous , and tighten their weapons froo t�e 
cold or fear. Behind the troop s a dozen speeder s race 
screen left to right . 

EXT ICE PLAIN - BATTLEF IELD - HOTH 

MED FULL SHOT - Four speeder s race over camera at fu ll 
throttle . Slight left to right angle . 

EXT ICE PLAIN - BATTLEFIELD - HOTH 

HIGH ANGLE - Trucking with speeders as they accelerate 
away from camera toward the distant walker s. 

EXT I CE PLAIN - BATTLEFIELD - HOTH 

MED CLOSE-UP - Walker head fires at speeder s .  Second 
walker in background . Moving right to left. 

EXT ICE PLAIN - BATTLEFIELD - HOTH 

HED FULL SHOT - Two speeders going left to right acros s 
ice plain . The one in the foreground explodes in a ball 
of flames. C amera trucking with ship s. 

INT LUKE ' S  SNOWSPEEDER - ROGUE LEADER 

INT SPEEDER OVER-SHOULDER - Pilot (Luke) works his 
control s  a s  he fires at the approaching walkers . 
The mons trous machines fire back, shaking the speeder 
in a hail of flack i 
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CONTINUED 

LUKE 
Stand by , Dack , we ' re al�o st 
there . Are you okay , Dack? 

EXT ICE PLAIN - BATTLE:IELD - H07H 

FULL LOw ��GLE - The two speeder s fly in a tight 
formation t .: ward the ca�era as explosions burst all 
around the craft . The speeders fly right over the 
camera . 

INT LUKE ' S SNOWSPEEDER - ROG1_:E LEADER 

S IDE CLO SE - UP LUKE - Interior speeder as Luke s t rugg les 
to turn around to see if Dack is alright . In the back
gro�nd the giant legs of the walker pas s by as Luke 
banks under the mons trous machine. 

LUKE 
Dack ! 

INT LUKE ' S  SNOWSPEEDER - ROGUE LEADER 

CLOSE-UP DACK FROM LUKE ' S  POV - Dack is los t ,  blood 
streans down his fore�ead which rests on his smol der ing 
controls. Out the back window the receding walker can 
be seen in the distance . 

EXT ICE PLAIN - POWER GENERATORS - G�N TOWERS 

MED SHOT - Rebel troop s fire their s trange weapons 
at the oncoming walker. Explosions bur st all around 
them . A gun turret explodes in the foreground . 

EXT ICE PLAIN - POWE� GENERATORS - GUN TOWERS 

MED SHOT - Rebel troops fire at camera with the 
generator visible in the distance. Explosions erup t 
in the foreground . 

EXT ICE PLAIN - POWER GENERATORS - GUN TOWERS 

MED SHOT - The rebel offi cer we had seen earlier is  
hit by laser fire.  Troop s rush  to his aid . 
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EXT ICE PLAIN - POWER GENERATORS - GUN TOWERS 1 1 2  

�D  SnOT - Reb el troops fire the d i s h- l ike ray g�n . 
The generator is  seen in the backgr ound . 

EXT ICE PLAIN - BATTLEFIELD - HOTH 1 1 3  

FULL SHOT - Two walkers (one near , one far ) l�mber 
on towar d camera as a spe eder b e twe en them exp loces  
in a b a l l  o f  flame s go ing left  to  right . 

INT MAIN HA.�GA� DECK - HOTH 

Muffled  exp los ions create  ear- sha t t er ing cra ck s  in t�e 
i ce roof of the hangar . Han �nd Chewi e l ook up from 
th e i r  frant ic we ld ing to s ee the gap in the c e i l ing 
grow wider . Han makes a final we l d . 

HAN 

Firs t chanc e we get , we ' r e giving 
thi s crate  a comp l e te overhaul . . . 
Tha t ' s  t ight enough . Let ' s  ge t 
out of here before we become 
permanent residen ts . 

CO�·:.\ND CENTER - REBEL BASE - HOTH 

Large chunks of snow · .JI'Ob l e  into the co�;and center . 
Leia s e eks  she l t er . 

LEIA 
Two transports a t  a t ime i s  aw ful ly 
ri sky . 

RIEEKAN 
We have no cho ice . Send them 
up . . . and s t ar t c l ear ing ev eryone 
out . 

INT IMPERIAL WALKER NO . 1 

COCKPIT - Over the shoul ders o f  the p i lo t s  to  the 
power gen era t or in th e d i s tance . Exp l o s ions all  
around . Two spe e der s race  by r ight to  left . The 
p i l o t s  fire  at the gna t - l ike a t t acker s . Genera l 
Veer s move s in b e tween the p i lo t s . 

VEERS 
�"ha t ' s  the range to the p ower 
genera tors ? 
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45 

INT WEDGE ' S  SNOWSPEEDER � �OGUE THREE 

CLOSE -UP S IDE SHOT of th e gunner a s  he p a s s e s  the  l egs . 
He rca�hes for the fir ing swi tch . 

WEDGE 
Activate  harpoon . 

EXT BATTLEFIELD - HOTH 

�D FULL SHOT of the speeder racing to caDera through 
the legs  of  Walker No . 3 .  

INT WEDGE ' S  SNOWSPEEDER - ROGUE THREE 

CLOSE -UP RA.�D pushes but ton tha t fires harpoon . 

INT WEDGE ' S  SNOWSPEEDER - ROGUE THREE 

BACK POV from gunner as the harpoon f la shes and fires  
at  the receding legs . 

ROGUE THREE GLTNNER 
Cab le out ! Let her go . . . .  

EXT BATTLEFIELD - HOTH 

MED SHOT of the harpoon going right to left  and 
embedd ing i t s elf  in �ne of the legs of  Wa lker �o . 3 .  

INT WEDGE ' S  SNOWSPEEDER - ROGUE THREE 

CLOSE-UP S IDE WEDGE as he checks h i s  c on tro l s , and banks 
around the walker ' s  fron t . Left to right . 

EXT BATTLEFIELD - HOTH 

FULL SHOT SPEEDER as  it race s  left to right around one 
of the giant walker fee t , trai ling the cab l e  b ehind 
i t . The speeder continues around the back foot go ing 
r i ght to l eft . Truck wi th the Walker No . 3 .  

- EXT BATTLEFIELD - HOTH 

HIGH OVER.HEAD MOVING SHOT of  speeder as it circle s  the 
walker moving around the tai l end . A s econd speeder 
pas ses  in the foreground with the cab le in tow . 

SWE 4D 10/ 24/ 7 8  
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47 

CONTINUED 

�achine stumb les and starts to fal l  to the ground. 
Side ang le moving right to left. 

EXT BATTLEFIELD - HOTH 

CLOSE Fl"LL SHOT of �a lker �o . 3 co=i�g to ca�era 
crashing into the snow which flies in al l directions. 

INT LUKE'S SNOWSPEEDER - ROGUE LEADER 

CLOSE -UP LUKE FRONT with twisting horizon background . 

w"'EDGE (VO) 
Rogue Leader . . . .  One down , Luke. 

LUKE 
I see it Wedge . . .. good work. 

EXT ICE PLAIN - SNOW TRENCH - GUN TO��RS 

MED SHOT OF TROOPS in the trenches cheering at the 
fa l l �n walker . A damaged gun turret smo lders in the 
background. An officer gives a s i gnal in the fore
ground and the rebel troops charge the fall en walker 
moving left to right. 

EXT ICE PLAIN - POWER GEN�RATORS - GL"N TOWERS 

FULL SHOT of the troops jlm!p ing out of the trenches 
running to camera .  The main pc�er generator c an be 
seen in the distance. 

EXT BATTLEFIELD - HOTH 

FULL SIDE TRUCKING SHOT of rebel troops running left 
to right as two speeders race overhead going in the 
same direction. 

EXT BATTLEFIELD - HOTH 

FULL SHOT of downed Walker No . 3 as Imperi a l  Snow 
· stormtroopers climb out o f  the smoldering wa lker and 
start fi·ring at the coming rebels . The rebel troops 
run over the camera toward the Imperial forces, 
fol lowed by ·two re�el speeders flying low overhead . 
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CONTINUED 1 5 0  

s�ucders under the icpac t .  He keeps looking s creen 
left to  Rogue Two . 

LUKE 
I s  your gunner alright? 

I'm O. K. , s ir .  

LUKE 
Just keep it s teady. Don't try 
to  . . . .  

Luke' s speeder is rocked by  a huge exp l os ion , and a 
loud metal s cream drowns out Luke's sen ten ce . He 
str�ggles with the contro l s  as a l ook of t2rror 
cros ses his face . Smoke pours out the back and the 
horizon twists. 

EXT BATTLEF IELD - HOTH 

FULL SHOT of oncoming walkers in distance as Luke' s 
speeder races over ca�era moving left to r� 6�t t r a iling 
smoke and flames.  The soeeder crashes in t o  t �1e s now a 
few yards in front of the walker. 

Il\T LUKE ' S SNOWSPEEDER - ROGUE LE.�DER 

INT CLOSE-UP inside Luke ' s cockp it as he s tr�ggles to  
get out . He gets desperate as he looks out t�e cockpit 
wi:1dow . 

INT LUKE' S SNOWSPEEDER - ROGUE LEADER 

LUKE ' S  POV out cockpit window of giant walker feet 
crunching even closer. The ship shudders �nder the 
impact of the huge metal feet pounding the ice plain . 

INT ZEV'S SNOWSPEEDER - ROGUE TWO 

CLOSE-UP FRONT Rogue Two, blood streaming cc�m his 
face, struggles with his controls. The flack is murder . 

ROGUE TWO (ZEV) 
Luke . . . . What happened, I can't . . . .  

The cockp it explod�s in a ball of flames . 

1 5 1  

1 5 2  

1 5 3  

1 5 4  

SWE 4D 1 2 / 05 / 78 
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5 5  

CONTINUED 

PILOT 
Control unit 33 , th is is transport 
XJ . . .  We can ' t  wait any longer . . . .  

INT ICE CORR IDOR 

Han pulls his com-link out and talks as he runs. 

Hello , XJ! They're coming now . . .  

Suddenly there is an explosion, a loud crack . Han turns , 
grabs the Princess and pulls her to the wall as a giant 
cave-in smothers the two controllers. 

Han grabs his com-link as Leia helps Threepio dig him
self out of the snow. 

Transport XJ , get out of here. 
Go! 

THREEPIO 
The energy shield is dcwn. We ' ll 
be stuck here forever. 

EXT REBEL GUN EMPLACE�NT - HOTH 

The icy wind picks �p as the batt le rages . Rebel and 
Irrperial troops are firing at each other at point blank 
range. 

EXT SNOW BY REBEL GUN EMPLACE!1ENT - HOTH 

A walker steps on several rebel troops as they a tte8pt 
to flee. 

EXT REBEL GUN EMPLACEMENT 

A rebel officer puts his hand to his helmet earphone in 
an attempt to hear his com-link. 

COM-LINK 
D isengaie - Disengage - Ships away. 
Begin retreat action. 

The officer flips a switch on his com-link and a loud 
whistle is heard . ·He signals his men to retreat . 
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5 8  

EXT BATTLEFIELD - HOTH 

FVLL S�JT Walker No. 1. After a few momen t s  the 
head les s  walker topp les over on its side in a c loud 
of snow. 

EXT BATTLEFIELD - HOTH 

The clamor of battle is heard in the distance. Stray 
l a s er bol t s  whiz past . Debris and rubble are s cattered 
ever/where. Nearby s tands the burned -out hulk of No . 2 
Walker Luke destroyed , hatche s and metal parts clanking 
in the chilly Hoth wind. 

EXT BATTLEFIELD - SNOWDRIFT - HOTH 

Luke pop s his head out of a hole in the snow . St i ll a 
litt !e s� aken , he tries to s tand up, but c an ' t. Hi s 
com-link whistles . 

COM-LINK 
. . . ship s away . Begin retreat 
action . All t roop s begin ret reat 
action . 

Luke nu sters all his strength and s t arts off through 
the st2w toward a dis tant ice format ion . 

INT MAI� HANGAR - REBEL BASE - HOTH 

A di stant , huge exp los ion rocks the hangar deck. I ce 
cak e s  cowe crashing down on the Millennium Fa l c on. 
Chewie i s  pacing under the safety of the ship ' s  : �nding 
gear. The giant Wookiee pats the underbelly of his 
beloved ship and barks a few reas suring words . Chewie 
searche s  in vain for his captain. Something cat ches 
the Wookiee ' s  eye and he lets out a loud SHRIEK . 

It is  Han and Leia running toward the ship . Chewie runs 
out into the falling ice, lets out another SHRIEK, th en 
runs up the ship ' s  ramp. Han and Leia run up the ramp 
after Chewie. Threepio is not far behind. 

INT MILLENNIUM FALCON COCKP IT - INT ICE CAVE 

· I ce batter s the cockpit windows as Chewie works at 
the controls. Han rushes in and s its in the pilot' s 
seat. Chewie barks a b lue streak at his friend. 
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2 0 5  

2 0 6  

60  

CONTINUED 

THREEPIO 
It  can wait. 

Thre epio turns and makes a hasty retreat . 

LE IA 
This bucket of bolts is never 
going to get us past that blockade . 

HAN 
This baby ' s  got a few surprises 
left in her. 

LE IA 
I'll be surprised if we ever start 
moving . 

Chewie  lets out a loud WHELP as laser bolts begin to 
hit the cockpit window. 

INT COCKPIT - MILLENNIUM FALCON - MAIN HANGAR - HOTH 

SIDE VIEW - Han and Chewie look ou t the window and s ee 
a squad of Stormtroopers rushing into the hangar deck , 
firing. Han makes a final panel adjustment .  

HAN 
Well , I ' ve tried every thing , Chewie 
You'll  just have to switch over, 
a�d hope for the best. 

�h ewie pulls back on the controls and the fir s t s ta ge 
of engine fire can be heard . Han flashes a big grin at 
Leia as he swings past her into the pi lot ' s  seat . 

Leia straps herself into one of the navigator ' s  chairs. 

LEIA 
Someday you ' re going to be wrong, 
and I just hope I ' m there to see it. 

Han se ts  himself , looks at  Chewie . 

Punch it ! 

The roar of the Falcon ' s  main engines blast out every
thing as . the ice cave wall rushes by outside th e cockpit 
window, moving right to left. 
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CONTINUED 

HA.� 
(shouts) 

Chewie !  

Han s traps  hi�self into the s eat . Le i a  gets  in to t�e  
navigator ' s  chair . 

INT MAIN BA�GAR DECK - HOTH 

Stormtroopers are setting up a large Bazooka-like 
weapon . Behind them the giant hangar doors are opening . 

EXT MILLE:,NIU:1 FALCON - MAIN HANGAR - HOTH 

A laser gun a7 �ears and swings around . 

EXT MILLE�Niill1 FALCON - M..c\IN H.A:JGAR - HOTH 

Long shot main hangar . Angle behind St ormtroopers with 
Millennium Falcon in background .  

The Stormtroopers are ?reparing to fire their 3a zc=:�:a 
cannon when they are hit by the gun on the M� l le��ic..� 
Fal con .  They are thr�wn about in all di:-ec t i Oi1S. 

Che�ie cc�es dashing i� t o  the cockpit . 

We'll just have to switch over , 
and hope for the best . 

A la ser hits the window near Chewie as  he is settling 
into his chair . He lets out a loud WHELP. Chewie 
pulls back on the controls and the first s t age of 
eng ine fire can be heard. Han flashes a big  grin at 
Leia . 

LEIA 
Some day you ' re going to be ·wrong , 
and I just hope I'm there to see it. 

Han looks at Chewie . 

Punch it l 

The roar of the Falcon ' s  main engines blas t out every
thing as the ice cave wall rushes by outside the cock
pit win dow, moving right to left. 
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OMIT OMIT 

INT MAIN EA�GAR - HOTH 

Storr-,t"!"OO;' f?:-s run in to hc'.111ear. Vader comes out of an 
ic e corr i �or. . The r -1 ,:3. r  of 1: � . 2  }!i l l c:  ·-� =-�r:1 F2. l c on 
en g in� s i s ·,. -2 r y 1 c 'J d . : { e s : .:, ? s . 

POV VAJER - INT MAIN 1-!J..:·:GAR - HOTH 

Shooting toward the main hangar doors as the Mi llennium 
Falcon (which is now through the door ) lifts up and 
d i s app ears. 

EXT ICE SLO?E - MILLE:;� I L':'1 FALCON - r:•J-:,"H 

FT TLL S�OT of Luke a!"ld t�-;o oth(:r p i  l o � s  l 'J ,Jk �_ :: � up in  
the snows tor� as the Mi l l en�ium Fa lcon race s :re� the 
di s t ance and over the ca:::;.: :-a. I''!-le s:::.p  is  � l /ir g V€:ry 
close to the ground. 
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EXT SKY OVER ICE SLOPE - HOTH 

Luke ' s  POV Mi l l enn ium Falcon racing skyward . 

EXT ICE SLOPE - X WING - HOTH 

Luke , ·-:e dge , and pi lot trudge or.· · .::1r d t owa r d  t�e  c -....: ": l  :.:-. e 
of an X wing fi ghter. 

LUKE 
Ther e goes  the Falcon . A t  le as t 
Han got away . Wedge , that looks 
l ike yours over there . 

WEDGE 
Right . Good luck , Luke . 

The pilots split up . Luke waves as  the o the�s  d � s ��?e �r 
in th e windblown snow . He walk s on , an d h e. ars a £a:-- i ! 5- ar 
whis t l e coming from the vague silhou ett e of a fi ght er .  

LUKE 
Artoo , is that you? ! 

A:r too chirps an excit ed  acknow:. e r.gement a s  L·;�: e  c li�bs 
��oa�d the snow-cover e d  spacec�A ft . Artc v � 2 �p s  r: � s  

. r elief . The roar of the depar t ing X wings c �� b e  � c d r d  
ir tl-�e distance . 

LUKE 
Don ' t worry , . w e ' ll be ai�bor�e 
i.n a se cond . Op en the co ckpit 
and activate t h e  power . 

INT �:AIN HANGAR DECK - REBEL BASE - HOTH 

Darth Vader strides through the re�ains of t� e � e½ el 
for t r ess .  Two Stormtroopers struggle to !{ �e:? up with 
tr:e  g iant presence . A dmiral Piett catche s  �;.:? � i th the 
Dark Lord. 

P IETT 
Seventeen ships destroyed ,  we 
don't know how many got away . 

VADER 
Anything on the Millennium Falcon? 

P IETT 
I t  won ' t get through the blockade .  

VADER 
I want that ship. 
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64 

EXT SPACE - MILLENNIUM FALCON - TIE FIGHTERS 

F� �L SHOT, SPACE - The Mill e�nium Falcon races to 
c .nera followed by four Tie fighter s with laser bol ts. 

INT COCKPIT - MILLE�NIUM FALCON - SPACE 

'i'hings have calmed do�m a b i t:, but the race is!l ' t ever 
yet. Chewie barks at Han. Leia is  still trying to 
find her sto�ach. The ship is buffeted by la s er b : a sts . 

That slowed them down a bit. Chewie 
stand by to make the jump to light 
speed. 

The buffeting of the la sers  b e comes louder and st� ��ser. 

LEIA 
Th ey're getting awfu l ly c:ose . . . 

With a gleam in his eye. 

Oh :: eah 
HAN 

Watch thi s. 

INT MILLE:�:nr - �  FALCON - COC:{? IT 

REVE�SE ?OV over should.e r C"'J t  c0 ckpi t ,;.,-:in dow s.s  � � c: .:- s  
DO NOT go into hyperspa ce, but j �s t  s it t�� r� . 

Han and Chewie look at each other and are thrown into 
an acute state of concern. 

LE IA 
�.;atch  what ? 

Han tr� e s  a6a in . . . noth ing. 

HAN 
I t�ink we're in troub l e. 

Ti-iRE:CPIO 

If I may say so , Sir, I noticed 
earlier that the entire main para
-light sys tem seems to be damaged . 

HAN 
We're in trouble ! 

The explo s icns become heavier. 

SWE 4D 1 0 /24/ 7 8  
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2 24 EXT MILLENNIUM FALCON -- TIE FIGHTERS - STAR DESTROYER . 224  
SPACE 

2 2 5  

2 2 6  

2 2 7  

2 2 8  

2 2 9 

2 3 0  

2 3 1  

FULL SHOT - The Falcon rac es over camera in to c�a 
starry vastness followed by six Imperial Tie Fib�ters 
and an Imperial Star Destroyer. 

EXT SPACE LUKE ' S  X W�NG - HOTH 

FULL SHOT , HOTH - Luke ' s  fighter speeds .:n.:ay fr �-::t the 
tiny planet, w ings closed . 

EXT LUKE'S X WING - SPACE 

FULL S�OT - Luke's fi6hter over car:-�era , wir.6s c: :: s ed 
disap? ears into stars. 

INT COCKPIT - Ll1KE '  S X �-JI :,:G - SPACE 

CLOSE SHOT L�ke's interior fi ghter, very sca ll ; 1 a�et 
in bac1<.ground . He makes a decision and f lips s �·.;eral 
switches . 

INT COCKPIT - LUKE ' S  X � l!NG - SPACE 

LUKE ' S  POV - Stars shift ri ght to lef t  a s  L�� e � �nks 
his figh ter into a st eep t��n. 

EXT LUKE ' S  X WING - SPACE 

rTJLL SEOT - Fighter cone s to c.;.-:-:era, : anks s h e r;: :y �o 
left. PAN with ship flying a�ay in a new dir � c :ion. 

EXT LUKE'S X WING - SPACE 

OVER ARTOO lc,oking forwa rd es the stars  con t in��e to 
�ove right to left , then step as the f igh t er ?Jlls 
out of its bank . 

INT LUKE ' S  X WING - S?ACE 

INT CLOSE-UP LUKE , stars in background slowly moving 
- from the bottom of the frame to the top . 

The monitor screen on Luke's control pa.rel pr ints  o·Jt 
R-2 ' s  quastion. 
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CONTINUED 2 3 1  

LUKE 
T:1ere' s nothing wrong, .t...rtoo. I'm 
j ust setti!1g a new course . . .  

(Artoo beeps) 
No, we' re !'lot go ing t o  re: 3ro1.lp 
with the o t\ers 

EXT Ll1<E'S X WING - SPACE 2 3 2  

SIDE VIEW of Artoo as he begins his protest . Artoo 
whistles an unbelieving : "What? " 

INT LLKZ'S X WING - SPACE 

Luke �eads Artoo's exclamation on his ccn �rol  pa�el. 

LUKE 
�e're going to the Dag�b ah Syste�. 

(Artoo beeps) 
�e have enough power . 

(Artoo sing-songs 
a bit of chatt er) 

They don ' t  need us there . 
(Artoo beeps) 

I ' m coun t �  rr:.a n ding the order 
I'm a covr1a�der, remerr� 2r. 

Luke c�2cks his rea douts and makes a �e� 3 d� u s trren ts. 
He r i dE:s along with only the soft hu!:1 of t�;,e in s t r-..c;en ts 
to bre�� the silence. Finally, Artoo chirp s up. 

LUKE 
Yes, Artoo. 

Ar too a�swers with a soft carefully- put phrase of 
whistl es. 

LUKE 
Yes, Artoo, I know the Da gGbah 
System doesn't appear on any of 
our navigational charts. But , 
don't worry, it's there . 

(Arto beeps a worried 
beep) 

I'm very sure . . . .  trust me. 

Artoo lats out a l:mp little sigh. The little droid 
is sil ent for a moQent , as though thinking. Then 
another beep. 

2 3 3  
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CONTINUED 

- LUKE 
Yes, Artoo? 

(a caref 1lly-put sentence 
of whistles) 

No . . .  no headache , I feel fine 
. . . �"'ny? 

(Ar too chirps an L ·.nocent 
phrase) 

No di z ziness, no drowsiness, the 
scars are even gone . . .  

(Artoo whistles a question) 
No, that's all right. Artoo, I'd 
rather keep in on manual control 
for awhile . 

. !..rt C'o lets out a defeated whirr,per. Luke just sni ! e s  
at h is worried little friend. 

LUKE 
Trust me, Ar too. I know �.;:1ere I'm 
going and I ' ll get us th c�a  safely 
it's not far. 

EXT I�Il'ERIAL STAR DE STROYER - TIE :HIP S - :HLLE:(:� ::;:-t 
FALCON 

The Falcon races to camera fol l c�ed bv four Tie 
fi g� �ers. The Falcon fl ies �� der  ca8�ra, t�e T ie 
fi3ht�rs fly over c��era follo�ed �y Star D� s t royer 
�o. 2 in the distanc�. 

::�T COCKPIT - MILLE:mrmi FA�CON - S?ACE 

SIDE VIEW INT COCKPIT right to left. Stars race by 
left to right as flak bursts outs�de the window . 

. INT COCKP IT - MILLENNIUM FALCON - SPACE 

:-:'an ;-1orks furiously at his co:1trols while gi'".;ing 't_,.·o r i. 0t:s 
or 1�rs to Chewie . 

HAN 
Horizontal booster 

(Chewie barks) 
Alluvial damper . . . . 
. (Chewie barks) 
I don't know how we're going to 
6et out of this one . 

He gives Leia a glance, then a double take . 
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CO�TINUED 

LEIA 
I didn ' t say anything 

Suddenly , a loud thump hits the side of the Fa 1. con ,  
causing it to lurch radically . Chewie barks : ouder . 

HAN 
That was no laser blast 
thing hit us . . . .  

LEIA 
Or you ran into something 

INT COCKP IT - MILLENNIUM FALCO� 

some-

POV out front cockpit window as asteroics rac a  by 
rigl1t to left. 

Ir,r COCKPIT - MILLE�1NIU� FALCON - ASTE3.0IJ BELT 

Han continues to work his controls as a chunk of rock 
crosses in front of the ship. 

HAN 
A steroids ! Chewi e ,  b2�k l eft , 
let ' s  find out where t1-: .::y' re . r c0m1.ng .1.rom . . .  

LEIA 
Probably an as teroid field 

HAN 
Let ' s  hope so . . . it ' s  jus t the 
chance we need . 

LEIA 
To get killed .. . you ' re not 
seriously going into an a steroid 
field. 

HAN 
Aren ' t I ?  Hang on, s�eetheart. 
We're gonna do some flvin ' .  

Another asteroid thump s against the ship . Leia winces . 

LEIA 
You don ' t have to do this to 
i□pres s me . 
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OMIT OMIT 

I�T VAJER'S STAR DESTROYER - VADER ' S  CHAMBER 

ADMIRAL PIETT hes itates in the entryway to  Vader ' s  
private cub icle . 

ADMIRAL PIETT 
My Lord. 

VADER (OS) 
C ome in , Admiral . 

Admiral Piett ste� s into the room and pauses at  the 
s ight of . . . 

Darth Va der , his back turned, is  silhouet ted in the 
g loom on the far side of t2e chamber. A black , ir. s e c t 
looking droid at tends h im .  Among the vari o�s ��pP-r a tus 
surrounding them , a res p irator tube now r� t�ac t s fro� 
V� der ' s  uncovered head. The head is bald w i th a r. a s s  
o f  ugly scar tis s�e covering it . The black droid then 
lowers Vader ' s  mask and helmet onto h is head . When i t  
is in place, he turns . 

ADMIRAL PIETT 
Our pursuit  ship s have sighted the 
Millennium Falcon, My Lord. It 
has  entered an as tero i d  field . 

VADER 
As teroids don ' t  concern me, Admiral. 
I want that ship, not  excu ses . Hew 
long unt il you can �ave Skywalker 
and the others in the Millennium 
Falcon before me? 

ADMIRAL PIETT 
(worried) 

Soon, Lord Vader. 

VADER 
(ominous) 

Yes, Admiral .. . .  soon. 

EXT MILLENNIUM FALCON - TIE FIGHTERS - ASTEROID BELT 

FULL SHOT of two huge as teroids tumbling toward camera 
as  the Millennium Falcon banks around both of them ��d 
over ca�era as a third asteroid barely misses the s�ip 
as the three Tie fighters follow in ho t pursuit . o�e 
Tie fighter scrapes an as teroid and tumbles over c a=e=a 
out of control. 
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EXT STAR DE STROYER NO. - 2  - ASTEROID  BELT 

FULL SHOT Star Des troyer coming to ca=era b l a s t ing 
onco�ing asteroids as  it goes. Smaller ast�roids 
explode acro s s  its mas sive surface. 

EXT :t-1ILLEN� I�1 FALCON - TIE F I GHT::RS - ASTE:-..O:!)  oELT 

FULL TWI STING SHOT of the Falcon on i:s  side as it 
races under camera and around an onco� ing a s ttroid 
tumb ling over camera , revealing the Falcon still 
twi sting and ending right side up. T�o Ties fol low 
in  the distance, coming from either s: de. 

INT �ILLENN IUM FALCON - ASTEROID FIELJ 

Asteroids race by the cockpit window as Han pi lots his 
tru s ty craft through the dangerous field. 

INT COCKPIT - MILLENNIL� FALCON - AST2ROID BELT 

INT POV out cockpit window as a big as teroid drops 
past the window , narrowly mi s s ing the Falcon. 

INT COCK.PIT - MILLENNIL� FALCON - AST�ROID BELT 

Chewie barks in terror as  a small as teroid cc�es 
� sp e c ially close . . . · too clo se . . .  and boun � �s off 
t�e Fal con with a loud crL�ch . Thr eeJ io ' s  ��� : s  
c over his eyes.  He ma� ege s a short ? � ek a t  t�e cockp it 
· �ind ow. Princes s Le ia sits s ton e - faced , s t a= ��g  a t  the 
action . Han gives her a quick look. 

HA ... � 
�el l ,  you said you wanted to be 
�here when I was wrong. 

LEIA 

I take it back . 

H .. AN 
That Star Des troyer is s lowing 
down. 

LEIA 
Good. 

INT COCKP IT - MILLENNIUM FALCON - ASTEROID BELT 

SIDE VIEW INT FULL SHOT of group a s  ast e�o i c s  race 
by o�t side the window . 
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CONTINUED 

HA.� 
But �e're going to get pulverized 
if we stay out here much longer . 

LEIA 
I ' �  aga i ns t  that . 

HAN 
We ' ve got to get out of this shower. 

LEIA 
Now you ' re mak ing sense . 

HAN 
Right. I'm going t o  get in c l o s er 
to one of these big on es 

THREEP IO 
Clos er? ! 

LEIA 
Closer? ! 

C1- ewbacca BARKS the sar:J.e word , only louder . 

r:-;r COCKPIT - MILLE�NIL� FALCON - ASTEROID 3c.LT 

��T GVER THE SHOVLDER POV of the d��se a s t�roid f i e ld  
g s  a giant a s ter oid comes ri ght at the Falc0� a n d  it 
b ��ks s�arply around it . 

ZXT MTLLEN:t-;I�:1 FALCJN - TIE FIGH:SRS - A S-:�?.�E)  3ELT 

FULL MOVING SHOT as the Millennium Falcon dives away 
from ca□era toward the surface of one of t�e noon
sized asteroids . There is a continced display of 
exolosions across the surface as s�aller a s teroids 
ccilide with the larger chunks of rock. T�o Ties 
follow the Falcon to the surface . 

EXT MILLENNIUM FALCON - GIANT ASTEROID 

FULL OVERHEAD VIEW as the Falcon moving right to !eft 
skims the sur face of the giant asteroid . Small 
asteroids explode on the surface of the ship. 

EXT MILLENNIU!-1 FALCON - TIE FIGHTERS - GIANT AST��JID 

LOW TRUCKING across surface as the Falcon and Ties 
race to camera and zoom overhead under a hail of 
asteroids . 
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EXT MILLENNIUM FALCON - TIE FIGHTERS - G IANT ASTEROID 

REVERSE LOW TRUCKING as the Falcon and the two Tie 
fighters race over camera and into the distance. 

INT COCKP IT - TIE FIGHTER - GIANT ASTEROID 

Stars whip by in the background . Pilot looks up screen 
left . 

PILOT 
Look out . 

INT COCKP IT - TIE FIGHTER - GIA.�T ASTEROID 

?OV of giant asteroid racing to camera from ou t of the 
starry sky , s lightly left to right. 

EXT MILLENN IUM FALCON - TIE FIGHTERS - GIANT ASTEROID 

LOW TRUCKING SHOT of the Falcon as i t  races toward 
camera and past. The Tie fighter s approach in the 
dis tance , but as the Falcon pa sses , a giant asteroid 
intersects the frame in front of the Tie  figh ters 
crea ting a silhouetted explos ion .  As the asteroid 
continues on its way , it leaves the remains of two 
explosions . 

INT COCKP IT - MILLENNIUM FALCON - SPACE 

Han not ice s something on his �ain s cope and n�d3e s his  
faithful Wookiee , pointing . 

There, there . Chewie get a 
reading on that . Looks pretty 
good. 

LEIA 
What is it? 

HAN 
That should do nicely . 

INT COCKPIT - MILLENN IUM FALCON - GIANT ASTEROID 

POV OVER THE SHOULDER ou t cockpit window , ski!Jlr;ling the 
surface of the as teroid 2s  a large crater approache s .  
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EXT MILLENNIUM FALCON - GIANT ASTEROID 

Fl'LL SHOT of the Millenniu=. Falcon a s  it dive s =-� to 
the huge cra t er and disappears . 

EXT MILLENN I UM  FALCON - AS:��O ID S�RFACE & C?--� T�� 

FULL SHOT of Faicon racing over ca!ilera and dc�-:n in to 
crater . The wal ls are barely visibl e as the ca�2 �a 
TRUCKS with the Falcon, but at a s l ower speed . A 
small cave appears on one side of the cra t er in the 
distance . The Fa l con turns, slows and s coots into 
the s ma l ler cave. 

EXT LUKE ' S X WING - SPACE 

FULL SHOT X WING over camer a and a�ay to�ard c� e cl o�d 
cover of Dagobah . Half the plane t i s  s e en . 

EXT LUKE'S X WING - ARTTOO - SPACE 

CLOSE SIDE VIEW of R-2 as he rides on the back of the 
X �ving . 

INT COCKPIT - LUKE ' S X WING - SPACE - JAGC 3AH 

CLOSE- UP LUKE FRONT with s t ars movir.g right t�  l�ft in 
bo .:kgr.ound . 

L1.:ke watches Artoo ' s words tra!'!slat cd on e-: e : -:-'.-�.:_:- ·..:i � er 
s c .:•p e. 

LUKE 
Yes, that ' s  Dagobah , Artoo . . .  looks 
a lit tle grim doe sn't it . .  . 

(Artoo beeps) 
. . . No , I don ' t want to change oy 
mind about this . . .  I ' m not picking 
up any cit ies or te chnology . . . 

(a litt le nervous ) 
. . .  Massive life form readings though . 
There's some thing alive down there . . . 

(Artoo beeps a worried q�ery) 
. . . Yes , I'm sure i t's perfectly 
safe for droids . Wil l you take it 
easy? . . . I gue ss I imagined that 
l anding beacon . We ' l l j us t  have to 
go in and s e e  what happens . 

(Artoo whimp ers ) 
P-on ' t worry ! 
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2 7 6  
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2 7 9  

7 7  

CON! INUED 

T-: a : 2r, makes a graceful arc and comes er lshing dov.� i:1 
3. :� � t ch of moss . 

LUKE 
Artoo , are you okay? 

27 5 

�� :00 responds wi th a s eries of �eeb le whis t l e s  a�d : ��es . 

;:: \" .... --' • •  J. 

LUKE 
If you said you thought coming 
here was a bad idea , I'm beginning 
to agree with you . 

SKA� fP - BEACH - DU SK 

L��e is shivering cold as the fog begin s to cl o s e  in . 
�e  �elp s lit tle Artoo upright and s tarts to cl ean him 
off. All is quiet excep t for 8:1 eerie and i.:-.:�1.i=ian cry 
e�ery once in awhile in the dis t ance . Both the robot 
��d the boy glance around at the spooky s�a=p - j �ngle 
t�at s urrounds them . Sinister shadows move a2ong the 
trees, as Luke notices a tiny, but vicious pair of eyes 
�i�k out and disappear in a scut ter of feet . 

LUKE 
I'm sorry Artoo, I can't ex� : �in 
the urge that made me co�e here . 
It was part of a dream . . . .  or 
. . . .  maybe I'm just go ing cr azy. 

L��e looks back at the slowly s i�king spac 2 carft. 

EXT SWAMP - BEACH - DUSK 

Ar too b-:.ibbles electronic profanity and ej ect s  a s t ream 
of �u�dy water from one of the port s  in hi s � e ad .  

L1JKE 

How are we going to get that thing 
flying again? �-:hat am I doing he-re ? 

Artoo beeps a short , "Got me bos s. " 

EXT IMPERIAL FLEET - SPACE - ASTEROID FIELD 

FULL SHOT - Fleet around Vader's ship in the as teroid 
s to ·rm. As. teroids big and small beg in to pelt the huge 
s�rface of the ships . One of the smal ler I�perial 
ve � sels in the foreground gets hit by a huge asteroid 
and ex; ! o des . 

2 7 7  

2 i ,3  

2 7 9  
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2 8 0 INT BRIDGE - VADER'S STAR DESTROYER - MAIN CONTROL DECK 2 3 0  

INT FULL SHOT - As teroids collide , creat ing fireworks 
di splay out bridge window. 

Darth Vader stands in the hologram cage above the 
control deck . Before him are the hol ogram i�2. ses of 
t .-: enty Battl e ship Cc::::nanders . One of  the s e  :. '.:- �g c� s , 
the C0mr.1�nder of the ship j ust exploded , i s  fe eing 
quickly away at this moment. Another image , in the 
center and a little apart from the others , i s  faded and 
continually disrupted by static. It i s  the C 2 ?t8 in 
Needa of the Star Destroyer which was mos t  hotly on the 
tail of the Millennium Falcon. Admi ral Piett and an 
aide stand behind the Dark Lord . 

CAPTAIN NEEDA (IN HOLOG?L�¾) 
. . . . which was the la st time they 
ap?eared in any of our scopes. 
Con s idering the arrount of damage 
�e ' ve sus tained, they mus t have 
�een des troyed . . . . 

VADER 
They're alive , Captain . I know 
i t  and I want every stip available 
to s�eep the asteroid fi eld until 
they're found . 

The Irrperial Star Cap tains fade off  one by c�e a s  �� �er 
tur: . s  to Admiral Piett. 

VADER 
::ow what's so important it couldn't 
�ait, Admiral? Speak up ! 

The Admiral is  scared white as a sheet . He's shc� :n[ . 

ADMIRAL 
I t  �as . . . .  the Empe ror 

VADER 
The Emperor? 

ADMIRAL 
Yes, he commands you make contact 
with him . . .. 

VADER 
Move this ship out of the as teroid 
fi eld and into a pos i tion where we 
Gan send a clear transmis sion . 

ADMIRAL 
Y� s, My Lord. 

S:,"E �D 10/24/78 
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CONT INUED 

Hk\f 

I'm glad you're here to tell us 
these things . . . 

The ship begins a violent motion . Chewie HC·:!..S . 

HAN 
Hang on! Watch out. 

The j olting movement throws Leia across the ca� in in �o 
Han's arms. The motion stops as suddenly as it start ed . 
Han and Le ia reali ze  they are in each others arms. The 
pirate grins down at the girl . Chewie watches the 
embrace  with inscrutable in t erest . 

HAN 
�ny ,  Princess, this is so sudden . 

LEIA 
"-lery funny . You can let go now 

I ' m getting angry . 

HAN 
You don ' t  look angry . 

LEIA 
How do I look? 

HAN 
(with . feel ing) 

3eautiful . 

Leia fl� shes , averts her eyes . 
fighting to get free . But, of 

HAN 
And excited . 

The anger r ises in Leia . 

LEIA 

8h e ' s  net ex a ctly 
co�rse, Han b lcws it 

Sorry , Captain , being held by you 
isn ' t enough to get �e excited . 

F.AN 

�ell , I hop e you don ' t expect more. 

LEIA 
I don ' t  expect anything, except to 
be  left a lone. 

HAN 
rine wi th me. But I ' � afra i d  you ' ll 
�ave to let go . 

SWE 4D liJ/ 24/ 7 8  
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283  CONTINUED 

CREATLTRE 

Look ing? Looking? You ' ve found 
someone I'd say .  Heh? Yes ! 

LUKE 
(trying to keep f�o� smi l ing)  

Yeah 

CREATURE 
He lp you I can . . . ye s . . . yes. 

LUKE 
I ' m  looking for a grea t warrior . 

CREATURE 
A great warrior? 

(shakes his he ad) 
Not oany of thos e .  War s don't 
�ake one great. 

Yoda j ur.? S  and lands on one of t�e cas e s  of  supplies. 
He begins to rummage around. 

LUKE 
Ge t away from there. 

Artoo move s to the edge of the ca se (al�o s t  eye l evel 
to the crea ture who is  careles s ly han d l ing the sup?l ies) 
and squeaks his di sapproval. 

The crea ture picks up the container of f= Jd Luke was 
eating from and takes a bite. 

LUKE 
Hey , that's my dinner ! 

The creature spits out the bite he has taken. He 
makes a face . 

CREATURE 
Peewh l  Awful , awful . Thank you , 
n o .  How ge t you so big eating 
food of this kind? 

He fl ips the container in Luke ' s  direction and reaches 
into one of Luke's supply ca ses. 

LUKE 
Lis ten, friend, we didn't mean 
to land here , and if I could ge t 
�y fighter ·out of this puddle I 
would , but I can ' t. So  . . . 

CREATURE 
Can ' t get your ship out? Have 
you tried? Have you tried? 
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The crea ture spots  some thing of in teres t in Luke ' s  
c · s e ; Luke l o s e s  patience and grab s the c a s e  ::...·.-1ay . 
The creature re tains hi s prize . . .  a tiny p ower l a�p . 
The creature examines i t  wi th de l i ght . 

LUKE 
Give me that ! 

CREATURE 
(re trea ting wi th i t )  

Mine ! Mine ! Or I ' l l he lp you 
no t . 

Clutching the lamp , the crea ture b a cks away fro!Tl Lu1i--- e 
r ight into Ar too , who the crea tur-e barely rec .i _;n i z e s  
a s  an ima te . But as the fo llcwing ex c1�ange tc.. �"' 2 s  p l a c e , 
c�e o f  Ar too ' s l i ttle  arms f l owly move s out t -: ·  .. � �rd  the 
p ·_ ..ver la::ip , comp l etely unno t i c ed by t!:e  crea tu:·e . 

LUKE 
I don ' t want your help . I want 
my lamp back . I ' l l naed i t  in 
thi s  s l imy mudho le . 

CREATURE 
: �udhol e ?  Sl imy? My hone th i s  i s . 

Ar too  gr a� s  hold of the l a□? and the two l i t t l e  
fig�r e s  are iwmediat ely engaged  in a tug- ot- :,J a.r over 
i t . 

ARTOO 
B e ep s  a few "g irr_�e that s . "  

CREATURE 
Mine , mine . Give i t  back . 

The crea ture l e ts  go wi th one hand and poke s Ar too  
l ight ly wi th one  finger . 

AL t o o  rea c t s  b ig wi th a s queal ,  and lets  go . 

CREATURE 
�-!ine , mine . 

LUKE 
(fed up ) 

Okay , Ar too , l e t  him have i t . 
::ow g e t out of here , l i t t le 
·=e l  l ow ,  we ' ve got  things t o  do . 
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2 8 3  CONTINUED 

CREATT_.TRE 
No , no ! I ' ll stay and help you 
find your friend. 

LUKE 
I 'm not look ing for a fri end . 
I ' m looking for a Jedi  Mas t er .  

CREATURE 
Oh , a Jedi Master. Different 
altogether . Yoda you seek, Yoda. 

LUKE 
(surpris ed and skeptical ) 

You know the Jedi Mas t er? 

CREATURE 
Of course, yes . But now eat we 
must. Good food , I have good 
food. Come , come. 

With  that , the creature scurries out of the c : earing 
and down a path which i s  suddenly more apparent than 
b e fore . Luke looks after him , thinking , then s tarts 
that way. 

ARTOO 
(quite up set) 

�-.Thistles a b lue s treak . 

LUKE 
(to Artoo) 

You'd bet ter stay here and watch 
over the camp . 

ARTOO 
Beep s even more frantically. 

Luke i s  almost out of sight. He yells back. 

LUKE 
Artoo, now settle down . . . I can 
take c are of myself . . . I ' ll be 
safe . . . okay? 

The little droid grows quiet as Luke d isap ? e � � s  fro� 
vi ew. 
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V I  

EXT IMPERIAL CRUlSER - ASTEROID BELT - SPACE 

FULL SHOT - Looking down on two medium-sized Imperial 
cruisers moving across the surface , dropping 
bombs which create powerful shock waves centered around 
blue explosions. 

287  

2 8 8 EXT IMPERIAL CRU I SERS - CRATER - GIANT ASTEROID - SPACE : 3 8  

The ships move over the crater in which the Millennium 
Fa lcon is hiding. A faint ball of light emerges from 

2 89 

the crater as a bomb hits bottom . 

INT MAIN HOLD AREA - MILLENNIUM FALCON 

The ship rattles and vibrates . Threepio is sitting at 
the main control panel . The flooring and part of the 
ceiling have been removed revealing a section of the 
complex powertrain . Chewie ' s  head  pops upside- down 
out of a bundle of wires in the ceiling . He BARKS. 
Han looks up from where he's working in one of the 
floor compartments. Princess Leia , who is wel ding 
something nearby , also stops working and looks up at 
Chewie. 

HAN 
That was no earthquake . 

LEIA 
Felt like a hydro concussion 
an Imperial Cruiser . 

THREEPIO 
Oh my , they ' ve found us. 

Everyone is quiet for a moment , waiting for a second 
blast. A very slight vibration is felt 

LEIA 
They ' re moving away. 

HAN 
They're j ust trying to see if 
they can stir something up 
we ' re safe . 

LEIA 
Where have I heard that before? 

Han ignores her sarcasm and moves past her , rubbing 
against her in the tight quarters , to continue his 
work. She watches · him for a moment, then goes back 
to her welding . Threepio whistles and beeps into the 
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con trol panel in front of hi� and the con trol panel 
whis tles back. 

THREEPIO 
Where is Artoo when I need him? 
I don't know where your ship 
learned to coiilI!lunicate , but its 
dialect leaves something to be 
desired . It says the power 
coupling on the negative axis has 
been polarized . You ' ll have to 
replace it , I'm afraid . 

CHEWIE 
Bark s his unders tanding and 
returns to his wires . 

Leia finishes welding the valve she's been worki�g on . 
She attempts to reengage the system by pulling on a 
lever attached to the valve . It doesn ' t  budge . Han 
notices her struggle, and moves to help her . She 
rebuffs him . 

HAN 
Easy , your worship . Only trying 
to help . 

LE IA 
( still struggling) 

Would you please stop calling 
me that ? 

Ran hears a new tone in her voice . He wat ch e s  �er p�ll 
on the lever . 

HAN 
Sure . I guess I make it difficult 
sometimes .  

LEIA 
Yes, you do. 

HAN 
You could be a touch warmer, 
though . 

(he watches her reaction) 
Admit it , agains t your bet ter 
j udgement you think I'm all right . 

She lets go of the lever and rubs her sore hand . 

LE IA 
(a  little smile , haltingly) 

Sometimes ,  maybe . . .  occasional ly , 
when you aren't acting like a 
scoundrel . 

SW b'!) 1 ? / 0 1 / 7 8 CONTINUED 
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28 9 CONTIN[ED 

LEIA 
��n't count on i t . I happen to 
l :.ke nice men . 

HAN 
S 1.!�e, they ' re safer . You ah:ays 
k� cw what they ' re gc ing to do . 
Trouble is , it gets a little dul l. 

LEIA 
There ' s nothing dull about a man 
I can depend on to be civilized. 

HAN 
You mean a man you can control. 

LEIA 
I do not ! 

HAN 
Try and control this 

He kisses her now, with slow , hot lios . He takes his 
time, as though he had forever, bending her body back
�\a �d . She has never been ki s s ed like this � efore , and 
it a l:nost  nakes her faint . t,'hen he s �ops, sr,e regain s 
her breath and tries to work up some indigna tion, but 
fi�cs  it hard to talk. 

LEIA 
� ' Th " . ' h .1. ou re wrong . . . 1. s  1sn t w. at .. . 

(he begins to kiss her again) 
. . . not what I . . . . "'.ant 

Hi s ::10·.1th stops her. A swi!I!Qing giddi . �ss spins her 
around until, before she knows it, she is kissing him 
�a ck. Finally, Han breaks the kiss and looks at her. 
7h cy st and there for a moment looking at each other . 
Le ia is totally, frantically confused by her feelings. 
Fi!" st wi th her eyes, then with her body , she withdra,-:s, 
de : a �h e s  from Han. She slips from his arms and hurri�s 
fr era the cabin 

�en stares after her thoughtfully, then turns his 
a t t ention to the stuck lever. He giv�s it a confident, 
�i6h ty ?ull. It doesn ' t  budge. 

HA..� 
Chewie ! Gimme a hand with this. 

EXT BOG - EDGE OF SWAMP CAMP - DUSK 

A sl ight breeze moves the fog around in swirls. Artoo 
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29 2 CONTINUED 

CREATURE 
�ot far, not far . Be patient . 
Soon you will see him. Why wish 
you become a Jedi?  

LUKE 
3�caus e of my father, I guess. 

CREATURE 
(Pla cing food on the table) 

Oh, your fa ther . . .  a powerful 
Jedi was he , powerful Jedi. 

LUKE 
( a  little angry) 

How could you know my father? 
You don't even know who I am. 

( fed-uo) 
Can ' t we get on wi th this al ready? 

The cre a ture turns away from Luke and s p e aks t �  a 
third ; a:r ty. 

CREATURE 
(irrit ated) 

�o good is this . Th is will not 
do. I cannot tea ch him . The 
�oy has no pa tience ! 

L��e's �e a d  spins in tha t direc tion. �e i s  5 � ��t led 
to s ee t�a shimmering image of Ben Ke�o�i. 

LUKE 
3en ! 

Ben is focussed on the creature. They ignore Luke for 
the �c�cnt. The boy is bewildered , but ovar t�e n axt 
few ex ..:1-:anges it dawns on him that the li t t le crea t ·...ire 
is YODA, the Jedi Mas ter. 

BEN 

He will learn pa tience . 

YODA 
�bch anger in him, like in his 
fa t� ,er. 

BEN 
We've dis cussed this before. 

LUKE 
I c an be a · Jedi . I'm rea dy. 

S:..7E 4D 10/ 24/ 7 8  
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2 9 2  CONT H�UED 

Yoda sit s acro ss the table from Luke . 

YODA 
Ready are you? What know you of 
r eady? I have trained Jedi for 
300  years . Hy o ·.m counsel I ' ll 
keep on who is to  be trained . 

LUKE 
,..-lhy not me ? 

YODA 
To become a Jedi takes the deepest 
cor.imitment , the most serious mind . 

3EN 
He can do it . 

YO�A 
(to Ben , inG i c ating Luke) 

This one I ha "l . .-e -::a tched a long 
time . All h i s  li fe r.as he looked 
away . . .  to the hori z on , to the 
sky, to the future . Never his 
�ind on v-:h e re ';e �-:as , on what he 
was doing . .A.cL �nture , excitement 

(turn ing to Luke) 
A Jedi craves not th� se things ! 

Luke 1 ooks down , knc't\-·s i t' s true. 

!...L"KE 

I have followe d GY feelings .  

-iO"':':A 
You are reckless ! 

3EN 
He ' ll learn . 

YC:!JA 
He's too old . Yes. Too old to 
start the trai�ing . 

Luke thinks he hears a t iny softening. 

LCKE 
But it hasn ' t  been wasted time. 
I ' ve learned much already. 

Yoca turns his piercing gaze on Luke, as though the 
Jedi Master ' s  huge eyes could s omehow deter"Gi!"le ho�.� :r:uch 
the boy has learned . After a long moment, the lit t le 
cre a ture turns toward Ben , who meets his look evenly and 
seems almost to nod . 

2 9 2  
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CONT INUED 

YO:A 
Wi l l  he f i� : sh �� = :  � e  � e 5 i�s ? 

BEN 
�e ' ve come this far 
0nly  �O? e . 

He is our 

Yod a con cedes with a res igned look an d Ben ' s :�age  
face s away . Yoda cont in�es to  s tare at  t�e s � ) :  for a 
long tir::e . 

LUKE 
I wi l l  not fai l you . I ' m not 
afraid . 

YODA 
( turns slowly t cw2 rd  h im) 

You will be , my young one . Heh. 
You will be . 

EXT VAJE:=l ' S  STAR DE STROYER - SPACE 

FULL SHOT - Vader ' s Imperia l  S tar Destroyer floats 
a g s :�s t a va s t  sea of star s . 

INT VADER ' S  STAR DEST�OYER - VA�ER '  S CE�<=-::'.R 

The lark Lord , Darth Vader ,  is alone in tis c�a�� er . A 
S ': :V.:,GE 3 'JU!\D is heard and l ight  � eg ir.s to :? l  =Y a .: :- ,J ss 
Va der's �la ck figure . He looks up and bc�s ;� ickly . 

A ���i: l\"e foo t hologram of tr.e GALACTIC �>� �?, :�  �-a � e r i. � l 
i zes before Vader .  The Emperor ' s  :ace  ca �not �e  � 2 �n ,  
for it i s  shrouded i n  dark robes with a monk's hood, 
r emi� isc ent of the cloak worn by old Ben Keno� i . His 
voi ce is even deeper and more ft igh tening than Vader ' s. 

E!·1PEROR 
You may rise, my servant. 

Vader ri ses, bu t he is afraid of his master and contin
ually lvoks at his feet .  

VAD::R 
What is thy bidding , My Mas ter?  

EM?EROR 
There is a grave d i s turbance in 
':he Force . 

VADER 
I have felt it. 

S�� 4D 1 0 / 2 � / 7 3  
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294  CONTINUED 

EMPEROR 
Our s i tuation is most precar i �u s . 
i-:e have a new enemy who c ould 
br ing about our destruction . 

VADER 
Our =e s truc t ion? �Tho ?  

EMPEROR 
The son of Skywalker . You must 
destroy him . . .  or he will be 
our undoing . 

VADER 
�e's not a Jedi , he ' s  j ust  a boy . 
Obi-�an could not have taught him 
s o  m:1ch that . . . 

EMPEROR 
You are weak ! I have seen it . 
The Force i s  s trong with him . 
He c�st be des troyed. 

VADER 
But , if he could be turned , he 
�ould be a powerful ally. 

E! {PEROR 

(a l ong ?ause) 
Yes yes . That would be a great a s s e t. 

· VADER 
P.e will j o in us or  die , My Mas ter . 

Vader kn�els . The supreme Emperor pa s ses a hani over 
the crouched Lord of the_ Sith and fades away. 

EXT MILLENNIUM FALCON - ASTEROID CAVE 

The pirate starship rests in a dark , drippi�g s s t eroi d  
cave . It i s  s o  dark , the exact dimens ions  are �s?c s s ib le 
to determine . 

INT COCKP IT - MILLENNIUM FALCON 

The cockpit is quiet and lit only by the indicator 
l ights on the control panel . Princes s  Leia is sitting 
alone in the pilot ' s  seat. She run s her hand acrc s s  
the control panel as she thinks of Han , and the 
confus i on he ' s  created within her , 

,_ 0 / 24/ 7 8  co:�T I NCED 
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CONTINUED 

Something catches her eye outside the cockpit window. 
With the reflection of the dash lights , it ' s  hard to 
:nake out what it is . She moves closer to  the glass 
and peers into the gloom. Suddenly , there are two 
large yellow eyes staring back at her . Leia is st .1r t led 
and j lL�?S back into her seat , h�r  he art pound i�g. ��� �e 
is a SCURRY of feet and a loud SCREECH, tl-1e e/eS ar e 
gone. 

The young Pricness catches her breath, jumps out of �er 
chair and races from the cockpit. 

INT MAIN HOLD AREA 

The lights go bright for a second, t�en go out a3n in. 
Threepio turns to Chewbacca who is look i "'15 over his 
shoulder at the control panel. Han fini s�es with s 0�e 
wires . 

THKEEPIO 
Everyting checks out here. If  
I might say so , I believe that 
should do it . 

The �.:ookiee BARKS and turns as Leia rushes i..r ": .:> t�-: e 
cabin. Han drops the final floor panel in to  place . 

LEIA 
There's something out there! 

LEIA 
Outside , in the cave . 

Tr. ere's a sharp BA.�GING on the hul l. Chewie looks up 
and :SARKS. 

THREEPIO 
It sounds like it ' s  trying to get 
in. 

HAN 
I'm going to see what it is. 

LEIA 
Are you crazy ! 

HAN 
Look , we j tist got this bucket 
go ing again. I'm not about to 
let some varmint tear it apart 

Si,,.,1E 4D 1 0 /  24/ 7 8 
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He grabs a breath mask off a rack and the Wookiee does 
likewise . Leia follows . 

LE IA 
If there's more than one , you're 
going to need help . 

Threepio looks around and sees that he's been deserted. 

THREEPIO 
But that leaves me here all alone ! 

EXT MILLENNIUM FALCON - ASTEROID CAVE 

It is very dark and dank inside the huge asteroid c ave . 
�oo dark to see what is tearing apart the ship. Chc�ie 
SARKS . through his face mask, and points over the j 1.1 t t ing 
cockpit . A five foot shape can be seen moving across the 
�op of the Falcon. The leathery creature le� s  out a 
s cre ech as Han b lasts it with a laser bolt . �he black 
� '1 ape stumbles , then tumbles off the spacesr, ? ard l ands 
at the feet of the Princess . She leans over and studies 
the thing . 

LEIA 
Looks like some kind of Mynock . 

HAN 
(looking around) 

There will be more of them. They 
always travel in groups. And 
there ' s  nothing they like better 
t,an to at tach themselves to ships . 
Just what we need right now . 

Leia stamps her foot on the floor of the cave . 

LEIA 
This asteroid has the strangest 
consistency . . . Look at the ground, 
it's not like rock at all . 

Han kneels and studies the ground, then atte��ts to 
s tudy the outline of the cave. There is a !�nock 
s cre ech in the distance . 

HAN 
There's an awful lot of moisture 
in here . 

Han unholsters his -blaster and fires at the far s i de 
of the huge cave . Moments later the cavern bagi�s to 
shake and the ground begins to buckle . 
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HAN 
I was afraid of that 

Chewie BARKS and starts for the ship . Leia and Han 
follow q·..1ickly. 

2 9 8  

INT MILLENNIL� FALCON ENTRY - HOLD AREA 2 9 9  

As soon as Han and Leia are on board , Chewie cl oses the 
main hatch. The ship continues to shake and h�ave. 

HAN 
Chewie , fire her up ! We ' re getting 
out of here. 

Threepio and the Wookiee head for the cockp it as Ean 
rl!sh es to the control panel in the hold area ar_d chcc��s 
the scopes . Leia follows. 

LEIA 
It ' s  j ust another tremor . . .  the 
Empire is still out there . I 
don't think it's safe to . . . 

�an T�shes past her and heads for the cockpit. 

HAN 
There ' s  no time to discuss this in 
committee . 

. �. nd ' 7ith that he ' s  gone. The main engines of t�1e 
FA �. c -:.= n  begin to whine. She races after him , bc wncing 
a=0�nd in the shaking ship . 

LEIA 
(angry) 

I am not a committee ! 

INT COCKPIT - MILLENNIUM FALCON - CAVE 

�an is a lready in the pilot's seat pulling back on tre 
throttle . The earthquake begins to stop . Leia e� t c� s  . 

LE IA 
Those S tar Destroyers will spot 
us long before you can get into 
l ight speed . You can't make the 
.j ump in this asteroid field . .. 

HAN 

Strap youself in , sweetheart, 
we ' re taking off l 
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CONTINUED 

LE IA 
But the tremors have s topp e d . 

The ship begins to move forward , the s i de s o f  the cave 
nove awav . Chew i e  barks as  he n o t i c e s some thing out 
the window a�e ad . 

INT COCKPIT - MILLENNIUM FALCON - CAVE - POV 

INT MILLENNIUM FALCON COCKPIT , POV out window of row of 
j agged whi t e s ta l agmi tes  and s t a l a c t i t es surround ing 
the en trance . The en tran ce of the cave is growing 
sn:a l l er . 

INT COCKP IT - MILLENNIUM FALCON - CAVE 

300 

301  

3 0 2  

Han pul l s  hard on the thro t t le a s  the ship s urge s fon;ard . 

303  

I see  it  Chewie , hang on . 

LEIA 
The entrance is col laps ing ! 

THREEP IO 
We ' r e doome d . Goo dbye , Mi s tre s s  
Le ia . Goodbye , Captain 

Not col l ap s ing , honey . I t ' s  
c losing ! This i s  no cave . . .  

LEIA 

THREEPIO 
Oh my , no I 

Leia ' s  mouth drop s op en a s  the rocks of the c ave 
entranc e are revealed to b e  gian t  teeth qui ckly c l os ing 
around the t iny ship . Chewie HOWLS . 

HAN 
Bank , Chewi e !  

EXT MILLENNIUM FALCON - INT MONSTER MOUTH 

FULL SHOT insid e  mons ter ' s  mouth a s  the Mil l enniUI!l 
Fal con ro l ls on its  s ide and bar e ly make s it be�.een 
two of the mon s t er ' s  tee th before the huge j aw sl a�s 
c losed . 

S�-� 4D 1 0 / 24/ 7 8  
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3 05 

3 06 

EXT CAVE ENTRANCE - ASTEROID CRATER 

FULL SHOT - The monstrous s lug-type creature moves 
its head out of the cave as the Falco� flies out of 
its mouth into relative safety . The monster tilts 
its head as it watches the starship fly away. 

EXT MI LLENNIL�! FALCON - GIA�T ASTERO ID 

FULL SHOT - The Falcon races out of the asteroid crater 
into the deadly rain of the asteroid storm. From 
monster's POV. 

EXT YODA'S BOG (MONTAGE) - DAY - DAGOBAH 

Yoda is sitting on a branch high in one of the bog ' s 
weird  trees . His legs straddle the branch and clasped 
in his webbed feet is Luke's laser sword. On the 
ground below, Luke sets himself up and j umps toward Yoda . 
He j umps incredibly well  for a human, but it doesn't 
bring him close to his obj ect. 

3 04 

3 0 6  

3O6X EXT BOG LEARING - SW&"\fi> - DUSK - DAGOBAH 3 0 6X 
(formerly) ( formerly) 
(part 3 1 0 ) Luke runs through the dense jungle on the las t leg (part 3 � 0) 

of what must have been quite a marathon. Yoda 
rides in a pouch on Luke ' s  back. The young apprentice 
is sweaty and exhau sted. He stULub les into the clearing 
where Artoo has been patiently waiting. As Luke is 
about to collapse ,  Yoda throws a small metal bar in 
front of him. Luke ·ignites his laser sword and swings 
at it. He mis sed and the bar fal l s  to the ground . 
Luke does too. 

SWE 4D 1 /  4/79 

LUKE 
(breathless) 

I can't . . . Too tired. 

YODA 
It would be in seven pieces, 
were you a Jedi. 

LUKE 
(gasping) 

I thought I was in good shape. 

YODA 
Yes , but by what s tandar d, �sk 
I ?  Forget your ol d mea s ures. 

· unlearn , heh , unlearn . 

305 
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3 0 7X EXT YODA'S BOG (MONTAGE) -DAY - DAGOBAH 
( fo�er ly) 
( 3 0 8) At the edge of  a wide pond, Yoda s it s  on a log. 

3 0 7X 
( fornerlv) 

( 3 08) 
In his mouth is a Gimer Stick, a short twig with 
three little branches at the far end. Luke is 
nowhere in sight, but now we begin to hear the 
sound o f  someone crashing through the foliage. 
Sud denly Luke appears on the far sice of  the por.d 
at a run and leaps out toward Yoda. It's an 
extrao rdinary leap, but he falls short by six feet, 
c reating a huge splash , which drenches Yoda and 
his Gimer Stick . 

3 0 8X EXT YODA ' S  BOG (MONTAGE) - DAY - DAGOBAH 
( for�er ly) 
(30 7) In the bog clearing , Yoda and Luke sit fac ing two 

bowling �all- size rocks . Artoo ob serves from the 
side. Luke stares at the r ocks, Yoda stares at 
Luke. Slowly, one of  the rocks lifts fr om the 
gr ound and floats up to rest on the other . Luke 
smiles with satisfaction and tuns  to Yoda for 
approval. The floating r ock t��bles off. Artoo 
beeps his review. 

3 0 9X EXT YODA ' S  BOG (MONTAGE) - �AY - DAGOBAH 
( former ly) 
( 3 0 9 and ) Luke ' s  face is upside-down and showing enornous 
(part 3 1 0) strain. Soon we see why. He is s ta� din� on his 

hands and Yoda is per ched up on Luke ' s  reet. Yo da 
tap s Luke ' s  leg. Luke focus s i ng and quickly r er.oves 
one hand. His body wavers, but he maintains his 
balauce . 

Artoo races up to his master whistling and beep i�g 
like mad . Luke is trying to maintain his balance , 
desperately and finally collapses. Yoda jumps 
clear. 

LUKE 
(a little annoyed) 

Oh , Artoo, what is it? 

3 08X 
( :o:...,... e�lv)  

( J 0 7 )  

3 C9X 
( forr� �ly) 
( 3 C ?- �� d ) 
(part  3 i 0 )  

3 10X EXT BOG CLEARING � SWAMP - DUSK - DAGOBAH 
(former ly) 
(part 3 10) Ar too  r uns around in circles , chirping franti

c ally, then scoots over to the edge of  the s�amp 
·where the X wing fighter has sunk almost fr om 
sight. Luke rushes to the water's edge. 

3 �x 

( for�er �) 
(part 3 b) 
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CONTINUED 

YODA 
( irr i t ated ) 

No ! No differen t !  The d ifferences 
are in your mind. Throw them out ! 
No longer of use are they to you . 

LUKE 
(focus s ing , quie tly) 

Okay . I ' ll give it a try . 

YODA 
No . Try not . Do , do . Or do not . 
There i s  no try __ _ 

Luke c loses his eye s  and tries to think the ship  out . 

EXT SWAMP - X WING FIGHTER - DUSK 

The fighter begins to shake a little , but doe sn ' t  r i se .  

EXT BOG CLEARING - SWAMP - DUSK 

Luke tr ies as hard as he can . 

LUKE 
I can't . It ' s  t oo big . 

YODA 
Size has no meaning , It mat ter s 
not . Look at me . Judge me by 
::iy s i ze do you? 

Luke shakes hi s head no. 

YODA 
And we ll you shouldn't. For my 
ally is The Force. And a powerful 
ally it is. All of life feeds it 
and makes it grow. Its energy 
surrounds us and binds us . Luminous 
1-. • �eings are we . .. 

(Yoda p inches Luke ' s skin) 
. . .  not this crude matter. 

(a sweep ing gesture) 
Feel it you must . Feel the flow 
Feel The Force around you 

(ges turing) 
. . . Here , between you and I and 
·that tree and that rock . . . 

Yoda indicates the vicinity of Artoo , whose head spins  
around looking for The Force . 
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YODA 
. . .  Yes , everywhere , wa i t ing to  
b e  f e l t  and us ed . . .  Ye s , even 
b e tween this land and tha t ship ! 

EXT SWAfn' - BEACH - X WING FIC';HTER - DU SK 

Wi th tha t , Yoda , Jedi Ma s t er ,  rai s e s his arm . ��e 
huge X wing fighter moves  magi ca l ly ou t of the mu ddy 
swamp and lands gen t ly on the shore . 

EXT BOG CLEARING - SW..�l-1P - DU SK 

Artoo runs behind some barrels  in t error . Luke i s  
arr.a zed . 

LUKE 
I don ' t b e l i eve i t . 

YODA 
Tha t  is why you fail . 

EXT VADER ' S  STAR DESTROYER - SPACE 

FULL SHOT - Vader ' s  Imp erial  S tar Des tryo e r  in s p a c e  
wi th T i e  Fighters  buz z ing around . 

INT VADER ' S  STAR DESTROYER - BRIDGE - S?ACE 

INT BRIDGE - S t arfield , Tie figh t ers  in � ac� gr0u�d . 

Vader s tands in the back con tro l area of  the bridge 
wi th a mo t l ey group of men and crea ture s .  Ac�iral  
P i e t t  an d one  o f  hi s s tar cap t a ins  s tand a t  the frcn t 
of  th e b r idge and watch the group wi th s co rn . 

ADMIRAL PIETT 
Sounty hunters ! Why shou l d  he 
br ing them in to thi s ?  The r ebels  
won ' t  e s cap e  us . . . .  

A CONTROLLER int e rrup t s . 

CONTROLLER 
S ir ,  we have a pr iority s ignal 

- from the S t ar Des troyer Vengeful . 

The group s tand ing before Vader i s  a b i zarr e �rray of 
ga lac t i c  for tune hunter s : th ere i s  BOSSK , a s li�y , 
t ent a c l e d  mons t er wi th two huge , b loods�o t e y e s  in a 
s o ft b ag gy face ;  TUCKUS S and DENGAR , two b a t t l e - � carre d ,  
rn:-1�gy hu!!!an typ e s ; IG- 88 , a bat tered , r� arni sh e d  ,:.hr o:ne 
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war droid ; and BOBA FETT , a man in a weapon -covered 
arEor -�d spa ce suit . 

VADER 
... . there wil l  be a subst antial 
reward for �he one �ho fi�ds the 
Mil lenniurr: ?al con . You are free 
to use any 3ethods necessary , but 
I wan t proof . . .  no disintegra tions .  

At tha t moment, Ad�iral Piet t approaches Vader in a rush 
of  exci t ement. 

ADMIRAL P IETT 
My Lord , we have them ! 

EXT MILLENNIUM FLACON - STAR DESTROYER - A ST�RO ID BELT 

FULL SHOT, astero id field , of the Mil lenn ium Falcon 
fo llowed by a firing I�p �rial Star Destroyer, head to  
ca�era. A large asteroid about the same si ze as the 
Falcon tumbles ove r camera and toward the Falcon , 
cover ing it from view. The tiny starship banks to 
miss the giant ast eroid as smaller rocks pelt i ts 
surface and i t  r oars under canera. The as tero id gro�s 
sma ll  in the distance as it explodes harml essly on the 
Star Destroyer. 

INT COCKPIT - MILLE�NIUM FALCON - ASTEROID BELT 

INT COCKPIT, OVER 7HE SHOULDER , o f  the astero id st orm 
and flak . 

INT COCKP IT - MILLE�NIIB1 FLACON - ASTEROID F IELD 

The ship shudders as flak exp lodes near the cock?it 
window. Threepio is watching a tracking scoF e  of the 
side con trol  panel. Leia wa tches tensely out the 
window. 

THREEPIO 
I can see the edge of the asteroi d  
field, sir. 

�"1 
Good. Soon as we're clear, we'll 
kick this baby into hyperdrive . 
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EXT MILLENNIUM FALCON - STAR DESTROYER - SPACE 

FULL SHOT - The Mil lennium Fa lcon races past camera , 
ri ght to left , fol lowed by the Star Destroyer , firi�g 
away . 

INT COCKPIT - MILLENNIL� FLACON - SPACE 

Chewie BARKS excitedly as the rain of asteroids begi�s 
to subside . A bolt from the Star Destroyer creates a 
huge explosion on the back side of the Mi llennium Fa :con . 
The ship lurches to one side . 

EXT MILLENNIUM FLACON - STAR DESTROYER - SPACE 

FULL SHOT - The Falcon going a�ay from ca�era is hit 
by a bolt from the Star Destroyer, creating a �uge 
exp losion on the back side of the Fa lcon . T�e ship 
lurches to one side, then rights itself . End asteroid 
storm . 

INT COCKPIT - MILLENNIUM FLACON - SPACE 

Han corrects the attitude of the ship. C�1 ewie WHINES. 

liAL� 
I ' m with you, Chewie. Let ' s  
vacate the area . St and- by for 
light speed . This ti�e they get 
the surprise . Hang on . . . . 

INT COCKPIT - MILLENNIIB-1 :ALCON - SPACE 

INT COCKPTI, OVER THE SHOULDER - Han pulls back on 
the hyperspace throttle and nothing happens . Flak 
bursts continue outside . 

INT COCKP IT - MILLENNIUM FLACON - SPACE 

Han is frantic . 

This isn't fair ! 

Chewie is very angry and starts to GRO'WL and BARK at 
his ' fri end and captian . Han desperately pulls back on 
the throttle again. 

. HAN 
(sheepish on the defensive) 

Couldn't be, I checked the transfer 
circuits , j ust l ike you said! 
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HAN (Con t inued) 
( Ch e,de barks) 

I tell you this time it ' s  no t my 
fault. I ' m sure I checked it . 

LE IA 
(a :�ost ex? e cting i t )  

N o  l ightspeed? 

HAN 

It ' s  not mv fault. I can ' t  undar
s tand it ! ., 

THREEP IO 
Sir , we ' ve lost the rear def lector 
shield . One more d irect hit on 
the back q�arter and we ' re done for . 

LEIA 
Well , what now? 

Han thinks for a moment , makes a dec i s ion and pul ls back 
on a lever . 

HA.� 
S harp bank , Chewie. Let's turn 
this bucket around. 

(Chewie puz z led ,  barks) 
You heard rne , turn around ! Full 
power on the front sh ield . 

. LE IA 
You ' re go ing to attack them? ! ! !  

THREEPIO 
Sir, if I might point out , the 
odds of surviving a direct assault 
on an Imperial Star Destroyer are . . . 

Chewie BARKS and the golden droid shuts up . 

INT COCKP IT - MILl �NNIUM FALCON - POV - SPACE 

INT COCKPIT, POV of flak, banking as the Fal ccn Dakes 
a steep turn . 

EXT SPACE - MILLENNIUM FALCON - STAR DE STROYER 

FULL SHOT - The Fa l con races past ca�era , r i 6�t to 
lef � . Pan as the �tarship does a twist ing t�r� and 

_} hea ,.:s back over camera. 
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EXT SPACE- MILLENNIUM FALCON - STAR DESTROYER 

FULL SHOT - Moving t oward the Star Destroyer as the 
Falcon races over came�a and away , becoming very sma ll  
against the massive surface of  the Star Destroyer . Flak . 

EXT MILLENNIUM FALCON - STAR DE STROYER S�FACE - SPAC� 

FULL SHOT - TRUCKING wi th the Fa lcon across the sur face 
of  the S tar Destroyer as it  is bobbing and weaving to 
avoid the numberous flak bursts . The falcon flies over 
camera . 

INT IMPERIAL STAR DESTORYER �O. 2 - BRIDGE 

INT STAR DESTROYER BRIDGE, POV of stars as tiny Fal c on 
heads at camera , stars and window in foreground . 

Lots of  excitement on the bridge of the Star Destroyer 
as the t iny spaceship races low across the hull headed 
directly at the huge windows of the bridge area . Alarms 
go o ff everywhere . 

DECK OFFICER 
He ' s  coming in too low to hit ! 

TRACKING OFFICER 
We ' re go ing to co llide ! 

CAPTAIN NEEDA 
Shiel ds up? He's insane! 

DECK OFFICER 
Look out ! 

INT IMPERIAL STAR DE STROYER NO . 2 - BRIDGE - ANOTHER 
ANGLE 

INT BRIDGE , window, with the Falcon racing at the 
window as the officers duck. At the last m inute , the 
Falcon veers off and out of  sight. S tars, all is 
quiet . 

CAPTAIN NEEDA 
Track them , they may come around 
for another pass. 

TRACKING OFFICER 
That's strange. 

CAPTAIN NEEDA 
What is i t ?  
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TRACKI�G OFF : CE� 
7h e ship do esn ' t  appear on any of 
cur scop e s . 

CAPTAIN NEEDA 
I t  c o� l dn ' t have di s a ��e ared  
Could  a sh ip tha t smaii  have a 
c l oaking devi c e ?  

DECK OFF ICER 
r!o , s ir . . .  Mayb e they wen t in to 
l igh t sp eed  at the la s t  minu t e . 

CAPTIA.i� NEEDA 
Then why did  they a t tack? They 
c ould  have gone into  hype r s pa � e  
· �:-:ien th ey c l eare d the as  tero i c  
f i e l d . 

TRACKING OFF ICER 
We l l , there ' s no trace of  the� ,  
s ir ,  no ma t t er how they did  i t . 
The only l ogi cal  exp lana tion is  
that they wen t into  l ight speed . . . .  

DECK OFF ICER 
S ir , Lord Va der demands  an up �a t e  
e n  the pursui t . . . .  i ni a t  shou l d  
!i.e  b e  to l d ?  

The cap t a in looks at. hi s a ide  wi th a res igne j �x;r � s s ion . 

CAPTAIN �EEDA 
I am respons ib l e  for this . Ge t 
�he shu t t l e  re adv . When we rendezvo�s 
wi th Lord Va der , J I wi l l  apol ogi ze  to  
h im my s e l f  . . .  Turn around and 
s c an the area one mor e  t ime . 

EXT SWAK? - BOG - DUSK 

Luke l ie s  mo t ion l e s s  in the mud wi th Artoo  l e an ing 
ov er him . Two glowing bal l s  abou t the s i z e  o f  b a s e 
ba l l s  hover above them like mo s qui to es  and o c c 2 s i c�al ly 
th e angry Ar too swa t s  a t  them ; they move j us t  �ut o f  
t � e  s tubby  dro i d ' s  reach . Ar t oo whi s t l e s  t o  h i s  �a s t er 
s everal  t imes , bu t ge t s  no re spon s e . Ar too  turns towdrd 
Yoda , who is  s i t t ing qui e t ly nearby chewing on his  G irner 
S t i ck ,  a�d b eg ins to  furi ou s ly beep and s co l d  the l i t t l e  
Jedi Mas t er .  

St-."E 4!) 1 0 /  24 / 78  

3 3 1  

3 3 2  



3 3 2  CONTINUED 

Ar too turn s b a ck to Luke . A smal l me ta l e l e c trode 
oro � e c t s ou t of Ar too an d res t s  on Luke ' s  che s � . 
The;e i s  a concerned whi t l e from the dro i d , a s�or t 
e l e c tron i c  yap , and Luke j umps  awake wi th a s tar t . The 
youn g  Jedi  shakes  hi s head  c l ear an d rub s  h i s  shoulder . 
He i s  very a�gry ; hi s  glare  moves  b e tween Yoda and the  
two g lowing b a l l s . 

YODA 
(j ovial)  

Concen tra tion . Heh?  Concentrat ion . 

LUKE 
(p i s s ed)  

I though t those  seeke rs  wer e s e t  
for  s tun !  

YODA 
Tha t they ar e . 

LUKE 
They ' re a lot  s tronger than I ' m 
us e d  to . 

YODA 
�ha t  woul d  ma t t er no t were The 
For ce flowing through you . Higher 
y ou ' d  j um� ! Fa s t er you ' d  move ! 
Open your s lef to  The For ce you 
mus t . 

Ar too  s c oo t s  away a s· the fed-up Luke grab s �' i s  : a s er 
sword fr 0m the mud ,  igni t e s  i t  and j u�p s up . 

LUKE 
I ' m oo en t o  i t  now ! I fe e l i t . 
C ome on you li t t l e  flying b las t er s ! 

As he move s toward the hover ing ba l l s wi th a poi s e d  
s aber an d feroc ious look , they dr aw away , re treat ing 
to t�e are a  around  Yoda ' s  head . 

YODA 
No , no . This  wi l l not  do . A�ger 
is  wha t you fe el . 

LUKE 
But I can fee l The For ce fl owing ! 

YODA 

Anger , fear , aggr e s s ion ! The dark 
s i de of The Forc e  are they . Eas ily  
thf¥ flow . . .  qui ck to  j o in you in 
a ght . Beware , beware , b ewar e o f  
them . A he avy pr ice  is  p ai d  for th e 
?Ower they bring . 
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Luke lower s hi s light saber , confused . 

LUKE 
Price? What do you mean? 

YODA 
�he dark s i de becko�s . Bu t i f  
once s tart you down the dark path , 
forever will it dominate your 
des tiny . Consume you it will . . . 
as i t  did Obi-wan ' s  appren t i ce .  

LUKE 
Lord Vader . . . I s  the dark s i de 
s tronger? 

YODA 
No , no . Easier , qui cker , more 
seduc tive . 

LUKE 
But how am I to know the good 
side from the dark? 

YODA 
You will know . ��en you are at 
peace . . .  calm . . . nassive . A 
Jedi uses The For ce. for kno¼ledge 
and defense . Never for at tack . 

LUKE 
But tell me why . . . 

YODA 
�o ! Nothing more will I tell you 
now . Clear your mind of questions 
. . .  Quiet now be . . . at peace . . .  

L�ke s tops protes ting , relaxes his body. 

YODA 
Yes calm . . .  

Luke closes his eyes , tries to clear his tho�g��s .  

YODA 
(soothing) 

passive . . . Let yourself go . . . 

After a long moment , Yoda makes the tiniest lit tle 
ge s ture and the two glowing balls near his  h e a d  race 
t c ward Luke , firing s tun bolt s .  Luke irri=ediately 
s prings to life , but in a lovely, graceful way .  He 
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move s incredibly :ast, def lecting bo lts  thr 0�"'Tl at 
from all directions , j umping incredibly high. 

The s e eker attack stoo s as suddenlv as it starte d and 
the two ba l l s  re �r eat- to e i ther s i de of Yoda's he e d . 
Art co 1 et s out a s i g :i and shakes  h i  s head . L.: � :  e 5 :- :. :-. s 
proudly at Yoda who continue s to chew away. 

YODA 
Much progre s s  do you make , young 
one. Stronger do you grow . 

Luke is burs t :ng with his  achievement as  two more 
glowing s e ekeY s float into view from behin d Yoda ' s 
back , making a poised line of four a�ove Yoda . L�ke ' s  
grin melts away ·. 

EXT VADER ' S  STAR DE STROYER - SPACE 

FULL SHOT - Fleet around vader ' s  Star Destrov er with 
s econd Star Des troyer in the foregound. 

INT VADER ' S  STAR DE STROYER BRIDGE - CONTROL DECK 

The dead body of Captain Ne eda li e s  at the feet of 
�arth Vader. Two s tromtroopers p ick  it up c �d c a rry 
it quicly away as Admiral Piett and t�o of his c a ? t 5 in s  
hurr y up to the Dark Lord . 

ADMIRAL PIETT 
Lord Vader , our shio s have co�Dle ted 
their scan of the area and found 
noth ing. The Millennium Falcon 
definitely went into lightsp e ed . 
It ' s probably on the other side 
of th e galaxy by now. 

VADER 
Alert all commands . Calculat e  ev ary 
pos sible de s tination along the ir 
last known traj ectory and disburse  
the fl e et to search for them . Don ' t  
fail me again, Admiral, I've : ·;ad 
quite enough ! 

ADMIRAL PIETT 
Ye s , My Lord . We'll find them . 

The Admiral turns to an aide , a little more worried 
than wh en he arrived . 
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ADMIRAL PIETT 
Dep loy  the f leet. 

EXT IMPERIAL FLEET - SPACE 

FULL SHOT - I=neria l flee t as Va der ' s  shio =c v2s  a�Ev  
wi th the srral l er ships. Into the fo=egro�nd, frow the 
bottom, co�es a huge Star Destroyer which moves into 
the distance. 

EXT STAR DESTROYER SURFACE - MILLEN� IUM FALCON - SPACE 

MED SHOT of S tar Destroyer bridge as camera trucks i:1 to 
the Millennium Falcon, cl inging to the side of t�. e  ship . 

INT COCKPIT - �ILLENNIUM FALCON - SPACE 

INT FALCON COCKPIT, stars moving s lowly. 

Everyone is hanging in their chairs sideways . Threepio 
is shut down . Leia glances at him. 

LEIA 
You could have warned him be:ore 
you shut him of f. 

liAL� 
Oh, so sorry ! D i dn ' t mean to 
offend your droid . You think 
braking and shut ting down in 
that amount of time is easy? 

LEIA 
I ' m  still not sure what you've 
accomplished. 

HAN 
Chewie, check the manual release 
on the landing claws. 

Che-w.:. e  BARKS, struggles from his seat, and c l im'!:,s out 
of t:ie cabin. 

LEIA 
What'd you have in mind for vour 
next move? 

HAN 
(poin ting out window) 

The fleet is , finally breaking up. 
I ' m  hoping they'll follow standard 
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HAN (Cont inue d )  
Imperial  procedur e and dump their 
garbage b e for e they go in to  light 
s p eed . 

Le ia  ge t s  i t  after a momen t . She smi l e s  an d p a t s  �a� 
l ike a puppy . 

LE IA 
No t bad , ho t shot , not  bad . Then 
what ?  

HAN 

Then we have to find a s � f c  �ort  
ar ound here . Go t any i d e a s ? 

LE IA 
That depends . Where ar e we ? 

HAN 
Here . . . near the Anoa t  s y s t em .  

Han po in t s  t o  a configura t ion o f  sma l l  l i gh t  poin t s  
o n  a comput er map s creen on the c ontrol  pane l . Leia 
s l in s  ou t of  her cha ir and � �ve s next to  the  han d s one 
p i lot . S everal sys tems fla s h  by on the COffi?Ut er s c r 2 en . 

HAN 
Funny , I have the fee l ing I ' ve 
been in thi s  are a  b e for e . Let  
�e che ck my . logs . 

LE IA 
You keep l ogs ? My , how organ i zed . 

HAN 
We ll , s ome t ime s . . .  Ah -hah , I 
knew i t ! Lando Calr i s s i an .  

LE IA 
Never heard of that sys t em .  

HAN 
Lando ' s  no t a sys t em ,  he ' s  a man . 
A gamb l er , con- ar t i s t  . . . a l l 
around s coundrel  

(winks at  Leia)  
. . . your kind of  guy . The s y s t em 
i s  cal l e d  Bespin . I t ' s  a ways 

· from here , but reachab l e . 

LE IA 
(reading from the computer) 

A mining co lony . 
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H.A� 

A Tib anna ga s mine . Lando won i t  
i n  a s abacc ma tch , or  so  he c laims . 
Lando and I go way back . 

LE !A 
Can you trus t him?  

HAN 
No . But he has  no love for the 
Empir e , that much I kr. �w . . .  

Chewi e BARKS some th ing on the int er com .  Han quickly 
changes  h i s  rea douts  and s tr e t ches  to  look out the 
cockp i t  \•: indow . 

HAN 
I s e e i t , Chewie , I see  i t  . . . .  
Preo are the manua l re l e a s e . .. 

( turns to  Leia)  
Here go e s  no thing , swe ethear t .  

Han leans  ba ck in his  cha ir and give s her an invi t ing 
smi le . She t hinks for a nomen t ,  shakes  her  hea d ; a gr in 
cr ee? S  acr o s s  her fac e  and she gives him a ;�i ck ki s s . 

LE IA 
You do have your momen ts  
: :any , but  you have them . 

HAN 
Let  ' er go , Ch ewi e .  

EXT Da'ERIAL STAR :lE STROYER - SPACE 

No t 

FULL SHOT - Sp ace  and S t ar De s troyer moving s l owly 
away from camer a . Junk begins to trai l ou t o f  th e 
ship and float  over c amera as the Fal c on tu�b les  by . 
The s t ar Des t royer roars  and zooms into hyp er space . 

EXT MILLENN IUM FALCON - JUNK - BOBA FETT SHIP - SPACE 

FULL SHOT - Junk ove r  camera . Go ing away , th e Fal con 
s t ar t s  eng ine s  and races  off in to the dis tanc e . The 
j unk s l owly drifts  away . Boba Fe t t ' s  ship �ppears in 
the for egound and moves after the Fa l con . 

EXT BOG TRAIL - DUSK 

Luke runs through the Bog , j ump ing incred ibly high 
over roo t s , do ing amaz ing doub le flip s  a c ro s s  rr.ud holes , 
ra c ing in and out o f  the heavy ground fog . Yo da aga in 
rides  on Luke ' s  neck . 
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Yoda to s s es  a s i lver bar  h i £h above Luke , but behind 
hi� . The young warr ior in s tant ly t�rns and cut s the 
bar into  four p i e c e s . Yoda is p e l a s ed , but Luke i s  
suddenly d i s trac t e d , wary . 

YODA 
Four thi s  t ime ! · r�e Force  vou 
f e e l . 

LUKE 
Ye s . . . I a l so  feel danger . . .  
death . Some thing ' s  no t right . 

Luke turns to  s e e  a huge , tangl ed , dead  b l ack tree . 
I t s  ba s e  i s  surrounded by a few fee : of  wa t e r . Giant , 
twis t e d  roo t s  form a dark and s inis ter cave near c�e 
s i de .  L�ke l e t s Yo da down to  the ground . He s t ares  
at  the tree , breathing hard . 

LUKE 
You brough t me here purpo s e ly .  

Yoda s i t s  on a large root , nul ls  out his  chew s t i ck . 

LUKE 
I fe e l  c o l d . 

YODA 
Th i s  tree is  s trong wi th the dark 
s i d e  of  The Fo�c e .  A servant of  
evi l it i s . I�t o  it  you mus t  go . 

LUKE 
� .. "hat ' s  in there ? 

YODA 
Only what  you t ake wi th you . 

Luke looks warily  betwe en the tree and �oda . He i gni t e s  
his  l i ght s ab er and s t eo s into the wa t er . 

YODA 
Your weap on . . . you won ' t need i t . 

Luke give s the tree  a l ong look , then shakes  hi s � e a d  
"no" . Yoda shrugs . Luke wa des  acro s s  the wa t er ar .. d 
s t ep s into  the darkne s s  of  the cave . 

. INT TREE CAVE - DAGOBAH 

Luke mov e s  into a lmo s t  to tal  da �kne s s . I t ' s  we t and 
s l imy . The young Jed i c an barely make out the edge of 
the pas sage . Sud denl y , he  is enve lop ed  by a th i ck 
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sn ider web - like membrane . He ��r ashes to clear h ims e l f  
and cuts thorugh i t  with his laser swor d .  Whe� �e is 
free of it , he hol ds the saber out before him. Five 
inches from his face , a beetle the size of Luke's hand 
scurries up the wall to join its mates . Luke draws 
back only a �oment , then pushes dee?er into t�e cave . 

The space widens around him , but he can feel t� at rather 
than see it . His sword casts the only light . Luke 
peers into the darkness. It has become very qu iet � ere. 
There is a long , long bea t .  

341  

A lound HISS ! Dar th Vader appears across the blackness , 
i l luminated by his j ust-ignited laser sword . Inmediately , 
he charges �uke , saber before him . He is upon him in 
seconds , bu � Luke sidesteps perfectly and slas�es a t  
Vader with his sword. 

Vader is decap i tated. His head and helmet flv from his 
shoulders as his body disappears into the darkness . 
The metallic BANGING of the helmet fil ls the c ave as 
Vader ' s  head so ins and bounces , smashes on the floor 
and stoos . For one instant  it si ts whole on the floor. 
Then it- cracks vertically . The black helmet and breath 
�ask fall away to reveal . . .  Luke ' s  head. 

Across he space , the standing Luke gasps at the sight , 
�ide-eyed in terror 

The deca pitated head fades away , as in a vision . 

EXT OUTSIDE THE TREE - DUSK 

Yoda sits on the root , calmly chewing in his Gi�er 
Stick. 

EXT MILLENNIUM FALCON - BESPIN SYSTEM 

FULL SHOT - The powerful pirate starship over c2.:i1era 
as it heads toward the soft pink p lanet of Besp in. 
P lanet is about 25 per cent of frame - moons. 

EXT MILLENNIUM FALCON - BE SPIN SURFACE 

FULL SHOT , TRUCKING - Beso in ' s  sur face . It is dawn 
on the gaseous p lanet . Huge billowing clouds form 
a canyon . as the ship banks around them and p ast ca�era. 

342  
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EXT MILLENNIUM FALCON - TWIN CARS - CLOUDS - BESPIN 

TRVC� ING , FCLL SHOT of Falcon □oving right to left i� 
distance as a twin pod could car races over camera and 
toward the Falcon . 

EXT �ILLENN il:11 FALCON - TI.TIN CA� - cor:.D C ITY - BES P : �� 

FVLL SHOT , TRUCKING with the Falcon coming to  calliera as 
the cloud car banks in from the ri ght and pulls along 
side on the left .  Falcon slowly gains on camera and 
goes overhead .  

INT COCKPIT - MILLENNI�1 FALCON - CLOV� S - BESP IN 
S IDE A�GLE 

INT S IDE VIEW from Falcon cockpit of cloud� and. eloud 
car outside , clouds move left to right. Wook iee in 
foreground. FLAK rocks shin s. Chewie barks hi s 
concern . 

HPu� (0 . S . )  
No . . .  I do not have a l anding 
permit . . . my registra : i on is  

( static) . . .  

INT COCKPIT - MILLENN IUM FALCO� - CLOCDS - BE SP IN 

Flak buF st sputside the cockpit window and rattles t�e 
ship' s  1.r. ter1.or � Leia l ooks worried. 

II\TERC0!1 (0 . S .  Vo ice) 
St anding by . . .  any aggressive �ove 
will br ing about your destruction . 

THREEPIO 
Rather touchy , aren't they . 

LE IA 
I thought y�u knew this per son . 

HAN 
Well , i t ' s  been awhi le. 

CHEWIE 
Barks and growls at his bo ss. 

HAN 
That was a long time ago . I'm 
s ure he ' s  forgo tten all about it , 
and so should you . 
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Ut:::RCO� (0 . S . )  
Permi s s ion grant e d  to land on 
p l a t form 3 2 7 . . .  any deviat ion 
of flight  pat t ern wi l l  br ing 
about your . . .  

Han sn an s of f in t er com . �e i s  angry . The g i 3nt 
Wookiee - turns to  Han and grunts . Han turn s t o  the 
worri e d  Princ e s s and her dro i d . 

HAN 
He ' l l help us . . . We go way back . . .  
real ly . Don ' t worry . 

Leia do e sn ' t  look convin c e d . 

LEIA 
Who ' s  worrie d ?  

EXT MILLENN IUM FALCON - CLOUD CAR - CLOUD C ITY 

FULL SHOT - Camera move s through clouds to revea l  the 
ci ty in a long sho t . We see  th e bal l at the bo t tom 
a s  i t  bob s in and out of the cloud surface . The c l oud 
car and the Falcon p a s s over c amera and hea d for t�e 
c i ty . 

EXT MILLENNIUM FALCON - CLOUD CAR - CLOUD C ITY -
PA .. �N ING S HOT 

FULL SHOT - Ship s co�e to ca�era , PAN a s  they ra s s  
on left  t o  c l o s er view o f  c i ty as sh ips  grow s�al l . 

EXT LAND ING PLATFOR..� - MILLENNIUM FLACON - CLOl1D CITY 

HIGH ANGLE - Wi th cloud car near c amer a  and Fal con 
dive s in t o  th e d i s t ance , land ing on one of the tiny 
c i ty p a l t fonns . S evera l  ships in ba ckground . 

INT CORRIDOR - CLOUD CITY - DAY - BESP IN 

LANDO CALRI SS IAN , a suave , dash ing b l a ck man in his  
thir t i e s  l eads  a group of  ai des and bodygyar ds  toward 
the l anding p l a t form . The group , l ike the o ther 

. c i t i zens of the c i ty , is a mo t l ey c o l l e c t ion of al i ens , 
blacks , humanoids , whi t e s  and Or ient a l s . Lando  has  a 
grim ex�re s s ion on h i s  face a s  he exi t s  on to the 
l anding p l a t form . 
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35 3 EXT LANDING PLATFOR.� - DOOR OF MILLENNIUM FALCON -
CLOUD CITY - BESPIN 

Han and Leia s tan d at the open door , armed . Behind 
them stands Chewie , also aried . They survey the sc ene 
warily . A dawn wind whip s at Lando and his troops as 
they march across the narrow bridge leading to the 
landing pla tform. 

LEIA 
(to Han, low) 

I don't like this. 

HAN 
(uncertain) 

It'll be all right . Trust me . 
(pause) 

And keep your eyes op en. You 
wait here . 

Han walks down the ramu , followed by Chewie. Lando 
ha s a pleased , pro�rietory look on his face as he 
gazes at the ship , which fades to a neutral l ook as  
he stops ten feet from Han . The two men eye each 
other carefully . Lando j u st shakes his head . 

LAN�O 
Why you slimy , doub le- ,:-rossing 
no-good swindler . . .  am I glad 
to see you. 

Hl\.N 
(sk eptica l) 

No hard feelings? 

LA..�DO 
Are you kidding? 

HAN 
I always said you were a gentleman. 

LANDO 
I ' ll bet . 

The two old friends embrace , laughing ·and chuckling . 

LANDO 
How you doing, Ch ewbacca? Still 
wasting your time with this clown, 
eh? 

CHEWIE 
Growls a reserved greeting . 
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LANDO 
(no t unde r s t ancing ) 

Right . 

Leia s t ar t s  down the ramp , fol lowed by Threep io . 
Lando g l anc e s  up at her an d doe s a s l ow t ake . 

LANDO 
He l lo ! What have we here ? We l c ome , 
I am Bar on Lando Calr i s s i an , 
Admini s tra tor of  thi s  fa c i l i ty 
and who might you be ?  

LE IA 
You �ay c a l l  me Leia 

Lando bows be for e  Le ia and ki s s e s her hand . 

THREEP IO 
And I am See -Thr eeu io , human- c yborg 
r e la t i ons , at your - . . .  

Before Threeo io c an fin i sh hi s in tro duc t i on , Han h a s  
put h i s  arm around Lando and s t eered away from Leia , 
back toward the c i ty . 

HAN 
She ' s  trave ling wi th me , Lando 
and I don ' t intend to gamb l e  her 
�way , s o  you mi ght as we l l  forget  
she  exi s t s . 

Lando g! ances  l onging ly over hi s shou l d e r  at �E ia ��o 
i s  fc l l o�ing behind the two old  fr i ends . 

L.c\.NDO 

That won ' t be easy , my fr i end 
What  br ings you here , anyway ? 

HAN 
Repairs  . . .  

LANDO 
(mo ck panic ) 

Wha t  have you done to my ship? 

Han s�i l e s , exp l a ins over his shoulder to Le ia . 

HAN 

Lando u s ed to own the Fa l c on . And 
he some t ime s forge t s  tha t he los t  
i t  fair anq square . 
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Lando concedes this with a l it t le g e s ture , S ?eaks to 
Leia . 

LANDO 
That ship saved my life a fe� 
times . I t ' s  the fas tes t hun� of  
machinery in the gal axy . 

(to  Han) 
What ' s  wrong with her? 

HAN 
Hyperdrive. 

LA...1.�DO 
I ' ll have my people get to work 
on it right away. Hate the thought 
o f  the Millennium Falcon without 
her heart. 

INT CORRIDOR - CLOUD CITY 

The group has crossed the narrow b r i dge an d ent� red 
the city. They walk down the lovely  art-dec o � ;; = sage-::-:-ay , 
r ound ing several corners and pass ing Tiany smal l ? l azas 
as they go. Threepio lags a bit beh ind . 

HA� 
How ' s  your mining O?eration going ? 

· LANDO 
No t as well as I ' d  like. We ' re 
a sma ll outpost and no t very self 
sufficient . I ' ve had supply 
problems of  every kind and . . . 

(catches Han grinning at him) 
Wha t ' s  so funny? 

HAN 
Nothing. I never woul d have 
guessed that underneath that 
wild schemer I knew was a respon
sible leader and bu sinessman 
But you wear it well . 

Lando is ref lective , he looks at Han a moment � 

LANDO 
Seeing you sure brings back a 
few things . . .  

(shakes his head) 
Yeah, I ' m responsible these days. 
I t ' s  the orice of success. And 
you know what, Han, you were 
right all along. I t's over -rated 
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Han and Lando l augh toge ther . As the lagging ThreeD io 
p a s s es a doon-..·ay , h e  hea�s the muff  l e d  be ep ing and 

· 

histl ing of an R-2 unit . 

INT S IDE CORRIDOR - CLO�D CITY 

Threep io  ent ers the off-shoot corridor . 

THREEPIO 
Oh , an R- 2 unit , I ' d  almost 
forgotten what they sound l ike 

As Thr eep i o  is about to re a ch another doorway , the  door 
to the rr.ain passage  closes behind h im .  He  looks in to 
the room . 

THREEPIO 
Oh my ! . . .  Those look l ike 

A laserbolt to Threep io ' s  che s t  s ends him flying in 
twent ly d irections. Smoldering mechanical ar�s ar.d 
legs bounce off the walls . 

INT COR.�IDOR - CLOUD CITY 

Lando , Han and Le ia continue down the corrid ,:·r ur. =.ware 
of Thre e? io ' s  de�is e .  C�e�bacca g l ances ar ound , sr. i ffs 
the air , but shrugs his shoulders and follows the 
group . 

EXT YODA ' S BOG (MONTAGE) 

Again Yoda sits on the high branch wi th Luke ' s  l a s er 
sword clasoed in his webbed feet . Far below , Luke 
sets, then jumps . This time he not only grabs t�e 
sword but soars an extra couple feet, high enough to 
flash a quick gri n  at Yoda , eye to eye. 

EXT YODA ' S  BOG (MONTAGE) 

Luke is standing on one hand again , with Yoda p erched 
uo on his feet . But now Luke ' s face shows less strain , 
more concentrat ion . Suddenly , Luke fol ds his four 
fingers off the ground . He is balancing on his thumb . 
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EXT BOG - SWAMP - DUSK - DAGOBAH 

Artoo is bus y  washing down the X wi�g figh ter. A 
powerful  stream of water sprays from a no z z le in the 
dro id's side , while a hose from his other sice trails 
o ff into the watery swarno . Luke and Yoda are si tti�g 
in the cap fa c ing each other . The young warrior ' s  
eyes are c l o sed . 

YODA 
Be  calm. Through The Force , things 
you wil l see : other places , other 
thoughts, the future , the past, 
old friends long gone. 

BEN ' S  VO ICE 
How's the boy doing? 

YODA 
A most gifted apprentice . . .  if 
concentrate he would! 

Luke turns to see the image o f  Ben fade away. 

LUKE 
Ben?  Ben? 

YODA 
Free your mind and return he will. 

LUKE 
�fy mind fills with so many i□ages. 

YODA 
Contro l, control you �ust learn 
o f  what you see. Not easy , not 
fast. 

LUKE 
I s ee a city in the clouds. 

YODA 
Bespin. I see it too . . .  Fr i ends 
you have there, � eh? Conc entrate 
and see them you will. 

LUKE 
I s ee them ! . . . They're in pain 
they're suffering. 

YODA 
- It is the future you s ee . 
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As Luke moans , Artoo ston s his work and ru she s over to 
hi s master and start s beeping angri ly at Yoda , crowd :ng 
him . 

LUKE 
l-: i 1 1  they die ? 

YODA 
Difficult to se e. Alway s in 
motion is the future . . . Back 
away, little  machine! 

Yoda lifts his hand towards the pu shing droid and 
Artoo l e t s  out a quick shri ek of shock an d move s away, 
mumb l ing  an d looking back at Yoda. Luk e has started 
to gather up hi s things.  

LUKE 
They ' re my fri ends . 

YODA 
Foreknowledge is helpful, but 
painfu l some time s and dangerous 
too. You have far to go in your 
training. 

Luke is stopoed cold by Yoda ' s  words . Gloom shro� d s  
him a s  h e  piops down and Artoo comes over to comfort 
him . 

INT JlJNK ROOM - CLOUD CITY - BE SPIN 

A room p iled high with broken or di scar ded p art s. 
Chewi e is  poking around . . .  see�s to find a ?iece th at 
pl eases him . .. tosses another part away . Move s arc :nd 
a large piece , which partially ob scure s him - he l e t s 
out a savage growl at what he see s. 

INT LIVING QUARTERS - CLOUD CITY - DAY - BESPIN 

Sunligh t pours through the skylight in a large art-deco. 
living area onto which four apartment s open . Han 
slouche s in a lounge chair with his feet on a table . 
He  aims his b laster at a glow glob e  and make s a firing 
sound with his tongue . He turn s to se e Leia standing 
in th e doorway to. her apartment . 

Han is  k�ocked out by the sight. He holsters his 
b laster distractedly as he ogl e s  the radiant Leia. She 
has chang ed from her cold weather pants and j acket to a 
love ly dre ss. Her hair i s  up, tied with r ibbons . 

1/ 4/ 7 9  COl.HINUED 

3 5 9  

3 5 9  

3 6 0  



360 

125 

CONTINUED 

LEIA 
What are you staring at? 

HA� 
(ga-ga) 

\..Tho' s staring? 

LEI.\ 
Yvu look silly. 

HAN 
You look great. 

LEIA 
(embarrassed) 

Has Threepio turned up yet? 

HAN 
Huh? Oh. Your droid's been gone 
too long just to be lost. He may 
�ave gotten into some trouble. 
Cheuie went to look for hirn. 

(he pats a spot on his lounge) 
Come over here. I �ant to check 
this out. 

Leia thinks it over a mo□ent, then walks over and 
settles next to Han, who's overjoyed with her a?�arent 
pliancy. He's about to envelop her when she thrc�s on 
the ice water ... 

LEIA 
I hooe Luke made it to the fleet 
all right. 

HAN 
Luke! I'm sure he's fine. Probably 
sitting around wondering what we're 
doing right now. 

E2n puts his arm around her. They are ready to kiss. 
��e door zaps open. Chewbacca walks in carrying a 
:2cking case of Threepio, arms and legs hanging 
over the edge. He drops the box on the table. 

CHEWIE 
Barks at his master. 

LEIA 
· What happened? 

HAN 
He found him in a junk pile ... 
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LE IA 
Some thing ' s  wrong here . Your 
fr iend Lando is very charming, 
but I don' t trus t  him . 

HA.:� 

We l l , I do trus t him. Lan do ' s  
an old friend . Must have b e en 
an accident . 
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LE IA 
Chewie, do you think you can renair 
him? 

The giant Wookiee has been studying the array of robot 
nar ts. He look s at the Princes s .  

CHEWIE 
How l s  and shrug s his shoulders .  

HAN 
Why don't we ju st turn him over 
to Lando to fix? 

LEIA 
No th ank s. 

HA.."'1 
Look, sweetheart ,  I'm not going 
to have you accusing my friend of 

There i s  a BUZZ and the door slides open reveal ing 
Lando and a pair of bodyguards . 

��DO 
Sorry, am I interrupting anything? 

LEIA 
Not real ly. 

LANDO 
I must say, your beauty i s  unpar
alle led . Truly  you be l ong here 
with us a�ong the clouds .  

(icy) 
Thanks. 

LEIA 

LANDO 
Would you care to j oin me for a 
little refreshment? 

H0n looks at Lando suspiciou sly . 

CHEWIE 
Barks at the men tion of food . 
Lick s hi s lips. 

LANDO 
Everyone's invited, of cour se. 

Leia  takes Lando's profferred arm and the gro�p turns 
to go. Lando spots Threepio's remains. 
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LANDO 
Having problems with your droid ?  

Hand and Leia exchange a qui ck glance. 

HAN 
An ac cident.  Nothing we can ' t  
handle . 

The door slides closed behind them, leaving the �attered 
droid on the table. 

INT CORRIDOR - CLOUD CITY - DAY 

Leia walks between Han and Lando as Che�ie and t�e two 
bodyguards fol low a short dist�n ce behind. Leng sha f ts 
of l ight pour across the corridor between tall colu�ns . 

LANDO 
. . . . We are a free station and do 
not fall under the jurisdiction 
of the Empr ie. 

LEIA 
You're nart of the mining guild 
then? 

LANDO 
Not actually . . . .  Our ooerat ion 
is small enough not to be not i ced , 
so you might say we're enterp ri sers. 
:fo s t of our trade is, y; e l  1 . . .  

unofficial. 

EXT VERANDA - CLOUD CITY - DAY 

The corridor opens onto a veranda which over looks t;e 
spiraled top of the c ity. 

City Plaza - as Lando and group pass. City  in �cck
ground with several cloud cars flying around . 

LE IA 
It's a lovely outpost . 

LANDO 
Yes, we keep pollution down by 

· having the power reactor far below 
the city. _ I t's connected by a 

· transfer shaft. 
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3 6 7  CONTINUED 

S�� �D 1 2/05 /78 

BEN 
You don' t know that. Even I 
cannot see  their fate . 

LUKE 
I can help them ! 

BEN 
You're not ready ye t .  You st ill 
have much to learn. 

LUKE 
I feel The Force . 

BEN 

But you cannot control it. !his 
is a dangerous s tage for you , Luke.  
You are now most susc ep tible to 
the temptations of the dark side.  

YODA 
Yes , yes.  To Obi-wan you listen 
young one. The tree. Remerriber 
your failure at the tree ! Heh? 

LUKE 
I 've learned much since  th en . And 
I'll return to finish .. . I promise 
that, master. 

BEN 
Will you?  You undere stimate The 
E�peror . It is you he wan ts tha t  
is why your fri ends  suffer. 

LUKE 
And that is why I must go . 

BEN 

Luke, I will  not los e you to the 
Emperor, as I lost Vader. 

LUKE 
You won't. 

BEN 

Only a fully trained Jedi Knight, 
with The Force as his ally , will 
conquer Vader and his Emperor. 
·I f you end your training now , if 
you choos e the qui ck and ecsy path 
. . . as Vader did . .. you will 
become an agent of evil . . . and 

3 6 7  
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BE� (Con : inued) 

the galaxy wi l l  be plunged dee?er 
into the abyss of hate , despair 
and pain that you feel y our friends 
su ffering now . 

YODA 
Stopped they must be. Do you 
hear? On this al l depends. 

BEN 
You are the last Jedi , Luke . You 
are our only hope. Be patient. 

LUKE 
And sacrifice Han and Leia? 

YODA 
If it must be. Yes. 

Luke is in great anguish. He struggles with the 
dilemma , a battle raging in his head. But then 
there is a clearing in his expression , a choi ce 
�ade. 

LUKE 
I cannot. Ben , I must go. Now 
that I can see their suffering, 
I must help . . .  

Luke looks for a long moment at Ben and Yo da. Then 
he turns and starts toward his ship follo�ed by his 
faithfu l droid. Yoda looks a t  Ben with a certain 
irritation, but Ben is focussing on Luke . The old 
man ' s  expression is resigned. 

EXT X WING FIGHTER - EDGE OF WATER - DU SK - DAGOBAH 

The fighter ' s  lights come on. Luke is in the process 
of hoisting a heavy case into the bel ly of the ship by 
a cable . Ar too is on top of the ship settling dm-.111 
into his place. Luke stops what he is doing as Ben 
appears. Yoda steps into the light. 

BEN 
I cannot protect y ou ,  Luke , If 
you choose to face Vader, you 
will do it al one. Once you ' ve 
made this decision, I cannot 
interfere. 

Artoo unfaster s power couplings on the ship 

s:� 4D 1 /  8 /  79  
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3 69 

CONT INUED 

LUKE 
I unders tand. 

( to Yoda) 
I ' ll be back , Ma s ter Yoda. I 
will finish what I have be gun 
I give you �y word . Ar t o o , fire 
up the ?Ower conve� t e r s . 

ARTOO 
Whistles a happy reply . 

BEN 
Luke , use The Force only for 
kno�le dge and for defen s e , no t 
as a weapon . Don ' t give in to 
hate or anger or fear . . . th ey 
lead the way to the dark sid e . . .  

Luke nods and climbs back into his shi?. 

YODA 
Str ong is Vader . Clouded is 
your fate. Mind what you have 
learned . . . Notice everything , 
everything ! It can save you. 

LUKE 
I will , mast er , I will ! 

Ar too closes the cockp it . Ben and Yoda st and wa tc �1 i:-1g 
as the roar of the engin es and th e wind er.gulfs them . 

YODA 
Told you , I did . Reckle ss  is he 

Now things are going to worse. 

BEN 
The boy is our last hope. 

YODA 
No . . . t :iere is another . 

EXT PLA.i�ET DAGOBAH - SPACE 

FULL SHOT - Luke ' s  tiny X wing rockets t o  cawera , left 
to right , away from the green pl&ne t  of Dagcbah . 

EXT LUKE ' S  X WING - SPACE 

FULL SHOT - X wing , over camera and into space . 

SWE 4D 1 /  4/  79 
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CONT INUED 

CHEWIE 
Barks a few r e�arks of a philoso
phical nature . 

Chewie sticks the robot ' s  head on it s tor so and s tart s  
adj us ting wires and c i � cuit s . Suddenly , t�e l i ;h t s  i n  
Threep io ' s eyes s p ark t o  life a s  Chewie to�c� e s  two 
connector s together . Threep io irrn7lediatel y b 2 g :�s  to  
speak , but  his voice is  so s low and so  low as  to be 
unintelligible . 

TH'R.EEPIO  
Imrnrnm-peer -eee-alll- storrr -rmmmn
trooo . . .  

3 70 

Chewie looks at Threepio in bewildermen t ,  then s crat ches 
his furry head , get s an idea and .adj us ts  s c"."fle connectior.s .  
Threepio immediately begins speaking normally . 

THREEPIO 
Stromtroopers ! Help ! Oh, my 
head . . . Where am I ?  

Chewie barks with gl e e  at the robot ' s  return to life . 

THREEPIO 
Chewbacca ! Wat ch out , there are 
Imperial Stormtrooper s hi dden in 
. . .  Oh no , I ' ve been shot ! 

INT PRISON ENTRY AREA - CLOUD C ITY 

The door to another cell s lides open and t�e =�= fled 
yell s of Han Solo become sharp , piercing scr e a�s of 
agony and pain. Darth Vader exits the cell and is 
a?proached by Lando , Lando ' s  Ai de, and Boba :ett . 

VADER 
Bounty hunter , if you are waiting 
for your rewar d, you will wait 
until I have Skywalker. 

BOBA 
(a  very tough customer) 

I am in no hurry , Lord Vader . My 
concern is  that Cap t i an Solo not 
be damaged. The reward from 
Jabba the Hutt pay s double if 

· he's alive. 

VADER 
His pa�n i s  considerable , bounty 
1--: · .. mter, but he will not be harr,ed . 
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CONTINUED 

LA.t\IDO 
'What about Leia and  the Wook i e e ?  

VADER 
You will find them well enough . 
But they must never again le ave 
th is city . 

LANDO 
That was never mentioned. Neither 
�as thi s  bounty hunter taking Han. 
I hope you haven ' t  forgotten our 
bargain. 

VADER 
I forget nothing , Calrissian . 
Perhaps you think you ' re b e ing 
treated unfairly. 

LANDO 
(glance s  at hi s aide) 

No. 

VADER 
Good . It would  be most unfortunate 
if I had to leave a perman ent 
garrison here. 

Vader turns and sweeps into the elevator w ith 3 ��a :e t t . 
Lando turns with hi s aide and walks swiftly �c\m ��c � �e�  
corridor. 

LANDO 
This deal ' s  getting wors e all 
the time . 

AIDE 
!·faybe you should have argue d  with 
him . 

Lando gives h is aide a look that sn eaks volUJ.-:1es , then 
walks a f ew steps in sil ence , thinking. 

LANDO 
(finally) 

I ' ve got a bad feeling about this . 

INT LARGE CELL 

Chewie riow has a little more of Threepio back tcg et� er . 
One a�,n i s  connected, but his legs  have yet to b e  
attac� ad . There is  one small problem , howe��r ; it 

SWE 4D 10/ 24/78 
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CONTINUED 

ap?ears the Wookiee has �a�aged to put the dorid's 
head on backwards. 

THREEPIO 
Well , something's not right because 
now I can ' t  see. 

(Chewie barks a�d 
adj usts a wire) 

There now , that's better, wait . . . 
Oh, my. What have you done? I ' m 
backwards ! You flea-bitten furball l 
Only an overgrown mophead like you 
would be stupid enough to put my 
head . . . 

7hreepio is cut off in mid-sentence as Chewie d ea c t i�J t e s  
a circuit and the droid shuts dc·.m . The Wookiee s:-;-,ells 
something and sits up. The door to the cham: er sl i des 
open and a ragged Han Solo is h elped into the room by 
two Stormtroopers. The huge Wookiee gives him a 
hug as the Stormtroopers leave. Han is very pale, 
with dark circlues under his eyes. 

CHEWIE 
Sarks his concern. 

HA.� 

No, I ' m  alright . I' m a lright . 

Chewi e BA�S again as the door sli des open re·:ea l ing 
Leia. She looks a l ittle worse for �ar also. t�e  
troopers shove her into the cel l, and the door s l : cas 
closed. Chewie helps her up a�d over to Han . The 
two lovers embrace, kiss. 

HAN 

I was worried about you. 

LEIA 
I' m worried about all of us. I 
can't figure out wha t th ey're up 
to . 

HAN 

!·�e either . They had me howling 
on the scan grid, but they never 
asked me any questions. 

The cell door slides open. Lando and two Bespin troops 
enter. 

HAN 
Get out of here, Lando ! 

SWE 4 :o/24/ 7 8  

372 



3 7 2  

� 'l" T"C' ..,J I'\ �  4D 
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LANDO 
Shut up a minute and listen. I ' m  
doing what I can to make this 
easier for you. 

HAN 
This ought to be good. 

LANDO 
Vader agreed to turn Lei a  and 
Chewie over to me. They'll have 
to stay here , but at least they'll 
be safe . 

LEIA 
·.:'hat about Ha:1? 

LANDO 
(to Han) 

I didn't know you had a price on 
your head. Vader has given you 
to the bounty hunter. 

Leia locks with concern to Han . 

HAN 
�ou don' t know much about �uch if 
you thi nk Vader won't want us dead 
before this is over. 

L.\NDO 
�e doesn't �a�t you at al l. He ' s  
.sfter so�eone called Sky°\•� al�er. 

HAN 
Luke? I don't get it. 

Leia ' s  mind is racing. 

1Oi 24/78 

LANDO 
Lord Vader has set a trap for 
him and 

LEIA 
we're the bait. 

HAN 
All this just to get the kid? 
What ' s  so  important about him? 

LANDO 
�on't ask me, but he's on his 
·,-:ay. 
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CONTINUED 

LE IA 
Luke ' s  coming here ?  

Lando nods. Han ' s  rage peaks. 

HAN 

You : ixed us al l p re t ty good  . . .  
(spits it out) 

friend ! 

Han hauls off and ounches Lando . The two friends are 
instantly engaged in a frantic c l ose quarters fight. 
Th e guards hit Han with th eir  rifle butts an d he flies 
across the room. Chewie GROWLS and starts for the 
g� 3r ds. They point their laser weanons at  the G iant 
Wookiee_ , but Lando stops them. 

LANDO 
Don ' t shoot ! I ' ve done what I 
can for you. I ' m sorry it ' s  not 
better , but I ' ve got my own 
problems. 

(turns to  leave) 
I ' ve already stuck my ne ck out 
further than I should . . . 

HAN 
Yeah , you ' re a real hero . 

Lando and th e guards leave.  Han wipes the � : 00d  fr�m 
his chin as Leia and Chewie help him onto or. e c f  the 
bunks . 

LE IA 
(dabs at his wound) 

You c ertainly have a way with p eople 

EXT LUKE ' S  X WING - SPACE - BESPIN SYSTEM 

FULL SHOT - X wing , past camera toward Besp in in the 
distan ce. 

INT COCKPIT LUKE ' S  X WING - SPACE - BE SPIN SYST::M 

CLOSE-UP front of Luke with ro tating stars in back gr c�nd . 

Luke is grim-faced as he pilots his course to Besoin . 
Artoo beeps and whistles to Luke which reads out on 
the scc pe . 

LUKE 
Yes , I ' m  sure Threep io is with them 
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INT COCKP IT LUKE ' S  X WING - BESPIN SYSTEM - SPACE 

Luke scans his display panels with conc ern . 

LUKE 
(to Artoo ) 

You haven't nicked up any patrol 
ship s? 

ARTOO 
Beeps a "negative" which prints 
out on a panel. 

INT CARBON-FREEZING CHAMBER - CLOUD CITY - BESPIN 

Wi th Baba Fett in the lead, a squad of Stormtroop ers 
bring in Han , Leia and Chewie. Strap?ed to Chewie's 
back , with only his h ead, torso and one arm as sera� led 
is Threepio. Threpio ' s  head faces the opposite 
direc tion from Chewie ' s  and the droid is cons tantly 
twisting around in a vain effort to  s ee what's 
ha?? ening . His one attached arm is animate and 
expressive, in termittently pointing , gesturing and 
covering his eyes . The remaining pieces of his body 
are roughly bundled 

to the Wookiee ' s  back. His legs and other ar:::1 
stick out at odd ang les from the pack . 

Vader turns to Baba F e tt. 

VADER 
I ' l l make yo�r goods easier for 
you to transport. Put Cap tian 
Solo in the zero -cold chamber. 

BOBA 
But the chamber is for power 
goods . What if he doesn't survive? 
This slime is worth a lo t to me . . . 

Vader 
The Empire will pay for the l o s s. 
Bring him forward ! 

LEIA 
No ! 

Chewie lets out a wild HOWL and attacks the Stor:.1troo:;Ers  
surrounding Han . Wi thin seconds rr.any Imperial re infor c e 
ments have j oined the scuffle . The giant Wookiee is 
cl�bbed with laser weapons. From the instant of Ch ewie's 
first move , Threepio is screaming in pani c while he tr i e s 
to  prote ct himself .wi th his one �rm . . . 
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CONT INUED 

VADER 
Take them, but I'm keeping a 
detachment of troops here to 
watch over them . 

LANDO 
That wasn ' t  the bargain. You 
said the Empire wouldn ' t  in terfere 
in- -

VADER 
I 'm altering the bargain . Pray 
I don't alter it any further . 

Lando's hand inst inctively goes to his throat as he 
turns back to Leia , Chewie and Threepio. 

INT CORRIDOR - CLOUD C ITY 

Luke and Artoo move carefully down the deserted corridor. 
Luke stops as he hears a group of people coming down a 
side hallway. Artoo lets out an excited series of beeps 
and whistles. Luke glares at the tiny droid, who stops 
in his tracks with a feeble s queak. 

Boba Fett enters from a side hallway followed by two 
guards carrying the encased body of Han Solo and two 
Stormtroopers, who immediately start firing on the 
young warrior . Luke. draws his weapon and bl ast s the 
two stormtroopers before they can get off a second shot. 
The two guards whisk Han into another hallway as 5oba 
lowers his arm and fires a dead ly laser at L��e, wh ich 
explodes to one side . 

INT SIDE HALLWAY - CLOUD C ITY - DAY 

By the time Luke reaches the side hallway, Boba, Han 
and the guards are gone. A thick metal door bl ocks 
the passage . Luke turns to see Leia, Chewie, Thre epio , 
and Lando being herded away by several other Storm
troopers down a second hallway. 

LUKE 
Leia! 

LEIA 
Luke, no ! I t's a trap. 

Before she can f inish, the group turns a corner and 
is gone . Luke races after them, leaving little Artoo 
trailing behind . 
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INT CARBON-FREEZING CHA!'fBER - CLOUD CITY - BE SPIN 

Luke runs into the zero- co ld charr.ber and stOF S for a 
second to get his bearings .  Leia and the o thers are 
nowhere in sight. Behind Luke , Artoo is whistling 
down the corridor to the chamber when a giant meta l 
do or cc�es slamming down with a lou : CLANG (seemingly 
on to? of  the stubby droid ) , cut ting  off Luke ' s  exi t .  
Se veral  more doors CLANG shut, echo ing through the 
chamber. 

INT HALLWAY LEADING TO CH�J1BER - CLOUD CITY - BESPIN 

Artoo is standing with his nose up against the giant 
�P.tal  door. He whistles a long sigh of  relief and, 
a little da zed, wanders off in the other direction. 

INT CARBON- FREEZING CHAMBER - CLOUD CITY - BE SPIN 

Luke searches the complex chamber for any sign of  an 
enemy . There is nothing. He wa lks forward toward the 
hydraulic platform, then stops, ho lstering his gun. 

LUKE 
I know you ' re with me, Lord Va der, 
I can feel your presence. Show 
yourself, or do you fear me? 

Vader steps into view behind Luke. The young Jedi 
turns instantly to f�ce his opponent. 

VADER 
7he Force is with you young S�ywalker, 
but you are not a Jedi yet . 

INT CORRIDOR - CLOUD CITY - BESPIN - DAY 

Leia, Lando, Chewie and Threepio march along between 
four Stormtroo? ers. They reach an intersection where 
a do zen of Lando ' s  guards are standing at  attent ion. 
Lando stops before the sergeant of the guard . 

LANDO 
Code force seven. 

The guards immediately aim their weapons a t  the startled 
Stormtroopers. The sergeant takes the Stormtroopers 
weapons from them, handing one to Lando . the others to 
Chewie and Leia. They release Chewie ' s  binders . 
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I.A.�DO 
Hold them in the north tower. 
Quietly ! No one must know. 

Lando ' s  guards ma rch the S tormtroopers away. 

LEIA 
i•.That ' s going on? 

LANDO 
I ' m coming over to your s ide ,  
that ' s what . And I have a feeling 
I'm mak ing a big mistake. 

LEIA 
And when do you betray us aga in? 

Lando ha s to take another look at thi s broad. She 
doesn ' t  seem very appreci ative. 

LANDO 
Look , I stand to lose everything 
by thi s . 

LEIA 
�e have no use for your kind . 

LA.�DO 
Th is  is no t ime to be choosy , 
11oney. �1-tat do you say we c ebate 
thi s later? · There ' s stil l  a 
chance I can get you out of h�re . 

CHEWIE 
Barks a blue streak. 

LANDO 
�-:hat ' s  with h im? 

THREEPIO 
(Very worried) 

Oh my . Oh no. He ' s  not interested 
in escape. He want s to go after 
Captain Solo . . . . Artoo ! ! 

In the di stance , down a long hallway in the direction 
that Threepio i s  facing , �  a familiar whis tling can be 
.heard. Artoo appears and zip s up toward the group . 
Chewie t:�rns to see the stubby droid , causing Threep io 
to be spun away from his  little friend. 

THREEPIO 
�ait ! Where'd he go? Turn 
around , you wooly . . .  Ah , Artoo ! 
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Ar too  has managed to get under Three? io . 

ARTOO 
Beeps a wild series of exclamations 
abc�t his friend ' s  ccnd i t ion .  

THREEPIO 
Don ' t  ask . 

LEIA 
Chewie's right . We must try to 
save Han. 

LA.�DO 
(thinking fa s t) 

There's not much chance , but the 
bounty hunter's ship is on the 
East Landing Platform . 

Lando leads the others quickly down a hall . 

ARTOO 
Beeps wildly . 

THREEP IO 
I'm afra i d  Lord Va der ha s Ma s ter 
Luke. There's no hope of saving 
him . 

INT CARBON-FREEZ ING CH.AMBER - C�OUD C I TY - 3ES? IN 

Va �er ignites his powerful light saber . Luke � a�es a 
step back and one foot res t s  on the cold ch2�!2 e:r  pla t
form. He lights his laser swor d and sets hiws elf to 
face the Dark Lord . 

VADER 
The fear does not reach you . You 
have learned more than I anticip ated . ·  

LUKE 
You'll find I t m full of s urprises . 

VADER 
And I too . 

Vader br ing s his mighty sword down on Luke, who deftly 
blocks  the attack , but moves another step back in the 
proces s . He is now standing squarely on the hydraulic 
p latform. 
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VADER 
Your future lies with us, Skywalker. 
Now you wil l  embrace the dark side. 
Obi-wan knew this to be true . 

LUKE 

VADER 
There is much Obi-wan did not 
tell you. Come, The Emperor will 
complete your training . 

LUKE 
I ' ll die first . 

VADER 
That won ' t  be necessary . 

With that , there is a slight rumble and the hyc�a�lic 
plat for� disappears into the vat of freezing s team , 
which rises to obscure Vader's vision . He looks down 
into the steam . 

VADER 
All too easy. Perhaps you are 
not as strong as The Emperor 
t hought . 

LUKE (OS) 
Time will tel l . 

Vader looks up in surprise to see that Luke �a s : � a? t  
fift een feet straight up and is now hanging f= o� 5 ��e 
of the hoses on the carbonite ladle . Luke ya�ks one of 
the hoses loose and swings to safety on tre far sice of 
th a p latform . Vader moves toward Luke with overwhel�ing 
menace , his laser sword flaring. 

VADER 
Your agility is impressive . Let's 
see what other skills you ' ve learned. 

A section of pipe tears loose from the wal l and f l ies 
toward Luke. Luke cuts it into five pieces, w� i c� 
bounce around the chamber . 

VADER 
I feel it now . .. your fear, your 
anger. Good . Let The Force flow . 
Hate me. I'm the one who de stroyed 
your family. 
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Cases, tools , bits of pipe  begin to fly at Luke. He 
cuts down or deflects them , but is driven back by their 
onslaught. 

VADER. 
At tack . Take your revenge. 
Destroy me. 

Luke looks around for a means of escape. There is 
only one . .. a round tunnel with pipes and conduit 
running through it. He makes his way for it as Vader 
continues to hurtle objects at him. 

VADER 
There is no escape. You will use 
the dark side of- The Force . . . or 
perish. Let your hate flow and 
save yourself. 

Luke backs into the tunnel followed by Vader .  

EXT BOBA'S SHIP - EAST LANDING PLATFORM 

:�perial Stormtr oopers slide Han's encased body i� t o  
an opening in the side o f  the bounty hun ter's sr. �p . 
Boba cliwbs aboard on a ladder next to the side 0pening. 

BOBA 
Seal it. 

EXT EAST LANDIHG PLATFOR}1 - SIDE BAY 

An elevator slides open and Lando, Leia and Che-:-:-bacca 
race for a large bay overlooking the East Landing 
Plat form . 

EXT EAST LANDING PLATFORM - CLOUD CITY 

FULL SHOT, INT EAST LANDING PLATFORM - Boba Fett's 
ship takes off against c loud sky at sunset . 

EXT EAST LA-�DING PLATFORM - SIDE BAY 

Chewie HOWLS and starts firing at the ship . 

��DO 
It's no use � they're out o f  range. 

TnREEPIO 
Oh my, no t 
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A l aser bol t explodes near the Prin c ess and everyone 
turns to see what Threepio has already spotted co�ing 
from the other direction : a squad of Stormtroopers 
running toward them. Artoo peeks out from the elevator. 

LA..\TDO 
Come on, let ' s  move! 

Leia and Chewbacca start firing at the troopers as 
Lando makes a break for the elevator. Laser bolts 
continue to explode around the Prin cess and the Wookiee, 
but they refuse to budge. Lando s t i cks his head out of 
the elevator and motions for the pair to run. But they 
barely notice. They seem possessed, transported, as 
all the frus�ra tion of captivity and anger of loss pour 
out through their dea th- dealing wea ?ons. Thr ccpio, 
at the center of all this, is frantic. 

THREEPIO 
Artoo , help me! How did I get 
into this ? . .. What a fate �orse 
than death is to be strapped to 
the back of a Wookiee! 

Get in here l 
hurry up f 

��DO 
Now! Both of you, 

Rel uctantly , Leia and Chewbacca move through �:'ie ra in 
of la serf ire toward -the eleva tor. Once th ey ' �- e ::..:-. s i .:e, 
tr-e door slams shut and the Stormtroopers r ace f c :.··. :a rd. 

INT ELEVATOR - CLOUD CITY - BESPIN 

3 9 0  

; 9 1 

Leia is out of breath as the levels slowly pa ss outside 
the tr anslucent windows . Lan do watches the d i s ? lay ?anel. 

LANDO 
You're nuts ! 

THREEPIO 
With all respect , I'm tempted to 
agree . . .  

LEIA 
We should have stayed and finished 
them off. 

CHEWIE 
Barks his agreement . 

L�\l])O 

You two almost signed off out there. 
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THREEPIO 
Three! I count three of us .. . 

LEIA 
I don't care. I t  would ' ve been 
�orth it . . . .  for Han. 

CHEWIE 
Bar!<s his "right on ! "  

LANDO 

Very noble. Not smart, but 
noble. 

LEIA 
You' ve probably never done an 
honorable thing in your life. 

LANDO 
Sure I did . . . once. I t  turned 
out lousy. 

LEIA 
What chance have we got in  here? 
What are we going to do ·:·hen they 
cut .. . 

Sud�enly, the elev3tor s to?S with a jol t  and ��e �3 :� 
ligh ts  go out, leaving only t�e running lights. 

INT 

LEIA 
. . . the p..:wer? 

CHEWIE 
Howls. 

ARTOO 
Whis tles. 

REACTOR CO�TROL STATION 

Vad 2 r's powerful thrus t and parry continues as L��e is 
forced back into the c lut ter ed control area of t�e 
�o�strous reac tor t�at po�ers  the city. Luke is 
obviously outmatched by the powerful Dark Lord of the 
Sith ; he mus t  s truggle to avoid Vader's slashing sword. 
The laser weapon cuts through pipes and wires , causing 
s team, fluid and sparks to fly everywhere. 

Luke moves behind a- tall s torage case, which is nea tly 
cut in two by one of Vader's blows. Several el ectronic 
tools s itting on the control panel fly at Luke . He 
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�anages to deflect the proj ec t i les and, at the s ame 
t ime, hold off his awesome opponent . But he is batte�ed 
cut in several places , tired and somewhat dazed. He 
s tumbles and can't catch his breath. 

VADER 
You are beaten . It is useless to 
resist . 

Luke lunges at Vader and attempts to put the Dark Lord 
on the defensive . He succeeds in nicking the giant 
warrior on the shoulder . Vader reacts , but is quite 
unhurt. 

VADER 
Jon ' t let yourself be destroyed 
as Obi-wan did . 

Luke is breathing hard but the ment ion of Ben has a 
curious effect on him. He sta�ds motionless for a 
moment , thinking. He closes his eyes . 

LUKE 
( to himself) 

Knowledge and defense . 

A calm comes over Luke , as Vader raises his sword and 
s tarts another at tack . Vsing The Force , Vader hurtle s 
large obj ects at Luke , but the boy deflects them with 
the good side of The _ Force. 

Luke is backed up against a large round window . I t  
over- looks a narrow scaffol d  8nd, beyond , an a�es 2�e 
abyss that drops away to the glowing reactor mQny niles 
below . 

VADER 
You will j oin me , or you will 
join Obi-wan in death ! 

A large tool case rises and speeds toward Luke. He 
deflects i t  slightly , and it smashes through the 
window creating a massive rush of air. The gust knocks 
Luke off balance and sends him flying out the window 
after the tool case. 

INT ELEVATOR SHAFT 

Lando cl imbs into the dimly lit elevator shaft from a 
door in the top of the elevator. There is no cable , 
but a great  deal of mechanical and electronic gadgetry . 
Leia and Chewie can be seen inside the elevator looking 
at him. Lando fiddles with several large braking 
devices and then starts banging one with his weapon. 
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ready to collap se under Vader ' s  power ful b l ows . A 
continual rain of sparks showers down on the young 
warrior from a severed power cable on the instrument 
stand . The . 1oise of clashing laser .swords is now 
ccvered by t ·  . .  e roar of wind working its way u;, the 
s�aft . Luke almost loses his balance and goes over t�e 
edge, bu t the wind props him up enough for him to 
regain his balance. He attacks Vader again , with a 
Vc�geance, using his last reserves of strength. The 
wind fades away again. 

VADER 
The Force runs strong in the 
Skywalker line. You will achieve 
great power . . . Come, j oin with 
me ! Together we will be the most 
power ful . .. even stronger than 
The Emperor. 

(INSERT B - DIALOGUE ADDED HERE ) 

LUKE 
No ! . . . . Never . . . .  

Leke starts backing away from Vader, his strength 
gone a t  las t. 

VADER 
There is no es cape. Ycu �ust 
j oin me or die . Don ' t  nake �e 
destroy you ·here . . . T�e E�p 2ror 
is strong with The Force. But 
i f  you j o in me, toget�er we could 
overthrew Him. Do not resist. 
I t  is our destiny ! 

LUKE 
Never . 

Luke lunges for Vader with his laser sword , but nisses . 
He stumbles to the other si de of the platform. In tr.e 
distance, the wind can be heard working i ts way up the 
lo�g shaft. Luke is out of breath, exhausted, bleeding . 
He "1ears the wind rising and gives Vader a long, hard 
lo�,"< . 

LUKE 
Never ! 

Luke staggers to the edge of the p:atform and j um? S 
off into the endles s  abyss . Va der rages in disbelief . 

VADER 
No l 
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The Dark Lord looks over the platfor:n and se es Luke 
fal l ing far below. The wind begins to blow at Vader ' s  
cape and the torrent finnally forces him back , away from 
the edge . He looks out and sees Luke floating ·upward 
past him with the force of the wind. 

Spr ead- eagle, skydiver-style , Luke at t empts to mane�ver 
himself closer to the side of the shaft. He has hooked 
his laser sword to his belt . The wind begins to fade 
and the wounded Jedi begins to fall fast , unable to 
grab onto anything. 

INT SHAFT - SMALL EXHAUST PIPE 

Sudden ly, Luke is sucked in to a smal l exhaust pipe in 
the side of the shaft . Vader sees this . He turns and 
hurries off the platform. 

INT EXHAUST PIPE 

TRUCKING FULL SHOT as Luke tumbles through the exhaust 
pipe . 

EXT B(:TTOM OF CITY - EXHAUST P IPE - DU SK 

Luke is spit out of the exhaust pipe on the unders ice 
of the city . He manages to grab a protruding weath er 
vane at the exterior mouth of the pipe . 

EXT BOTTOH OF CITY - EXHAUST PIPE - DUSK 

FULL SHOT - Luke hanging on weather vane on bottom of 
the c ity . 

Dangling helplessly above the awesome cloud sea hundreds 
of mi les below , he strugg les in vain to pull himself 
to safety . F inally , he closes his eyes and begins to 
concentrate . 

LUKE 
Leia , Leia . . . .  Leia , I �eed you. 

Luke swings in the gentle breeze of the cloud planet. 

INT CORRIDOR LEADING TO LANDING PLATFORM 

Artoo has dismantled the control panel next to the 
servi ce door and is working with the wires . His work 
has enabled Lando to hook into the public address 
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system . Now he yells into a microphone over the din of 
the continuing bat t le with the Stormtroopers. 

LANDO 
This is Baron Calrissian . �he 
Empire is taking contro l of t�e 
city . E vacuate ir.rrnediately . 
Leave before more Imperial troops 
arrive. 

An explo s i on hits nearby. Artoo touches two wires 
together and the door slides open . Artoo whistles . 
Lando , Chewie , Leia and Threepio are ecstatically 
surprised . 

THREEPIO 
Art oo , you did it ! I never 
doubted you for a second 

LEIA 
Let ' s  go. 

Artoo lays down a cloud of fog t obscuring everything , 
as the group dashes outside . 

EXT LANDING PLATFORM - CLOUD CITY - DUSK 

The group races for the Mi llennium Falcon as S t orm
troopers reach the main door . Lando and Leia hold off 
the troops as Chewie • and the droids get on board . 
Chewie starts up the ship . As the giant engines start 
to  whine , Lando and Leia jump on board. 

EXT BOTTOM OF CITY - EXHAUST PIPE - DU SK 

MED SHOT - Luke hanging on weather vane on bo t tom of 
the city. He has attained a better position on the 
weather vane and managed to hook one of his legs around 
the fragile instrument.  

LUKE 
Leia . .. .  Leia . . . . 

There is an ominous CRACKING sound from the base of 
the weather vane and · a piece · breaks off , fal ling into 
.the cl ouds far below. A rush of air is constantly 
blowing from the pipe . 

INT COCKP IT - MILLENNIUM FALCON - CLOUD CITY - DUSK 

Chewie pul ls back on the controls as Leia and Lando 
make their way into  the cabin. Lando sits in  the 

S1w'E 4D l J / 24 / 7 8  CONTJt-;UED 
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co- p i lot's seat . Leia s i t s  next to one of the control 
panel s .  Suddenly , Leia see�s to hear something . She 
turns to Lando with a quiz zical look . 

LEIA 
What'd you say? 

LANDO 
I didn ' t  say anything 

Leia s hrugs and turns back to Chewie . 

EXT LANDING PLATFORM - CLOUD CITY - DUSK 

The Mi llennium Falcon lifts graceful ly into the t�i l i ght 
s�y as the squad of Stormtroopers vainly fire s a�ay. 

STOR.l-fl'ROOPER 
Save your fire, the patrol ships 
wi ll get them . 

EXT LANDING PLATFORM - CLOUD CITY - HIGH ANGLE - JUSK 

FULL SHOT - Looking down on la::ding p latfor:u a s  ?a J. c: on 
roars up and away pas t  camera at dusk . 

INT COCKP IT - MILLENNIL�1 FALCON - CLOUD C��YON 

INT COCK.P IT , SIDE as Falcon mo\� e s  thro·�� gh c lc,ud c&.r.y .Jn . 

EXT BOTTOM OF CITY EXHAUST PIPE - D�SK 

MED SHOT of Luke dangling from weather vane . 

The weather vane makes another terrifying CR�CK and 
lurches a li ttle more to one s i de. Luke i s  so weary 
and in s uch pain, he almos t doe sn't not i ce. He is  
concentra ting on The Force. 

LUKE 
Leia , help . Please , Leia. Hear me. 

INT COCKP IT - MILLENNIUM FALCON - CLOUDS - POV 

OVER THE SHOULDER POV of cloud through cockpit window 
in Mi llennium Fa lcon. 
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EXT MILLENN IUM FALCON - UNDERSIDE CLOUD CITY - DUSK 

FULL SHOT as Falcon dives to the underside of the 
f loating city. 

INT MILLENN IUM FALCON - HOLD 

Artoo is busy trying to re- assemble his frie:id r:·:reepio. 
He adj usts the connections to the golden droid 's second 
arm . 

ARTOO 
Beep s some news. 

THREEPIO 
Turning around? Oh , no ! I knew 
we'd never escape . . . 

EXT BOTTOM OF CITY - EXHAUST PIPE - DUSK 

416 

!. 1 7 

l18 

FULL SHOT - Luke on weather vane . He is al�ost �ncon
scious , but he hears the familiar whine of the approach ing 
Millennium Falcon. As his body shifts , the wea th er vane 
breaks, sending Luke tumbling. 

INT COCKPIT - CLOUD CITY UNDERSIDE - DrSK 

Le ia tries to rema in calill in the midst of ever-y,:-:-1e ' s 
ar.-,.;.ze�en t. 

LA�DO 
Someone's falling. 

LEIA 
It's Luke. Get under him . Slow 
down. Easy Chewie. Line up your 
tracking system. Lando , open the 
hatch . 

INT COCKPIT - MILLENNIUM FALCON - POV 

POV out Falcon cockpit window as Luke falls  into the 
clouds in the distance . 

INT COCKPIT - MILLENNIUM FALCON - CLOUD CITY 

Leia watches anxiously . 

LE IA 
Slower , Chewie , s:ower . 
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CONTINUED 

��DO 

(climbs into the co-pilot ' s  seat) 
We're not out of this yet. 

A huge f l ak burst rocks the ship. 

EXT MILLENNIUM FALCON - SPACE - PLANET BESP IN 

FULL SHOT - The Falcon speeds a�ay from the planet and 
over camera followed by two Imper ial ship s . 

EXT MILLENNIL:1 FALCON - SPACE 

FULL SHOT - The Falcon away from camera and into space, 
fol lowed by two I�perial shi?S . 

INT COCKPIT - MILLENNIUM FALCON - SPACE 

Lights f lash and muted a l arm BUZ ZERS sound. Threepio 
leaves the cockpit. Luke is strapped into the seat 
acros s from Leia. 

Ik�DO 
The deflector shields are gone . 

LE IA 
(to Chewie) 

Are the cooidin ates set? 

Chewie no ds. Leia looks at the c0ntrol ? a n e l  war i ly . 

LE IA 
This hyperdrive had better �ork . 

LUKE 
I 've never seen it fail . 

Leia and Chewie exchange a look. 

LA.�DO 
I'm sure my men fixe i it . We ' ve 
got noth ing to �orry about. 

LEIA 
That sounds familiar . 

Another exp losion rocks the ship. 

LE IA 
Okay, Chewie, i t's now or never . 

S�1E �D 10/ 24/ 7 8  
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CONT INU�D 

CHEt-;IE 
Barks his agreement . 

The Wookiee shrug s and pull s back on the light speed 
throttle. 

INT COCKPIT - MILLENNIUM FALCON - SPACE - POV 

FULL SHOT, OVER THE SHOULDER POV ou t cockpit window , 
stars that streak and go into hyperspace. 

EXT MILLENNIID1 FALCON - SPACE 

FULL SHOT, SPACE - The Falcon speed s away from camera 
and disappears into nothingness. 

EXT SPACE - REMAINS OF REBEL FLEET - STAR CRUISER 

FULL SHOT - Motley rebel fleet in spa ce. The Mi � lenniu� 
Falcon is attached to a huge rebel cruiser by a tocking 
tube. A large star is nearby. 

4 2 9  
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INT BRIDGE AREA - STAR CRUISER 433  

The bridge area of the Star Cruiser is relatively quiet . 
Most of the crew is _busy working at their control panel s. 

Several General s  are gathered around Lando and Chewie 
and one by one bow before them . Luke and Leia are 
standing nearby . 

Leia bows before Lando and Chewie, then gives the large 
Wookiee a big bear hug . Luke s�akes Lando's hand and 
pats him on the shoulder . He then moves to Chewie and 
starts scratching his chest vigorously ; which the 
Wookiee loves .  He BARKS his enj oyment . 

Lando and Chewie start to leave the bridge, stopping 
only when little Artoo races up and tugs at the furry 
giant with one of his claw arms and whistles . Chewie 
t urns and is hugged by Threep io . The Wookiee is 
embarrassed, but manages a frie�dly pat on the droid's 
back and another on little Artoo ' s dome head . The 
robots wave as the two adventurers leave the bridge . 

INT STAR CRUISER BY VIEW PORT 

Luke and Leia stand alone before a giant view port -
stars and distant suns move through window. Luke 

�: �E 4D 10/  24/  7 8 CONT INUED 
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smiles �nd gives Leia a kiss on the forehead as £be puts 
her �rm around him . 

LUKE 
I want to go with them , but I 
� a�e a pro�i se  to keep. rhey ' ll 
fir,d Han . I know they will . . .  

The tall , golden robot , and the stubby Artoo-droid 
j oin the young Jedi and the Princes s. They gaze out 
the view port as the Millennium Falcon pulls  grace
fully away . 

INT BRI�GE - STAR CRUI SER - VIEW PORT - POV - SPACE 

POV of dis �ant sun . The Falcon does a spectacular 
flip and fly- by ,  and banks of f into the star s . 
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