The Great Train Robbery
By
Edwin S. Porter and Scott Marbl e



1 I NTERI OR OF RAI LROAD TELEGRAPH OFFI CE.

Two masked robbers enter and conpel the operator to get the
"signal block" to stop the approaching train, and make hi m
wite a fictitious order to the engineer to take water at
this station, instead of "Red Lodge," the regular watering
stop. The train cones to a standstill (seen through w ndow
of office); the conductor cones to the wi ndow, and the
frightened operator delivers the order while the bandits
crouch out of sight, at the sane tine keepi ng himcovered
with their revolvers. As soon as the conductor |eaves, they
fall upon the operator, bind and gag him and hastily depart
to catch the noving train.

2 RAI LROAD WATER TOVWER

The bandits are hiding behind the tank as the train, under
the fal se order, stops to take water. Just before she pulls
out they stealthily board the train between the express car
and the tender.

3 I NTERI OR OF EXPRESS CAR

Messenger is busily engaged. An unusual sound alarns him He
goes to the door, peeps through the keyhol e and di scovers
two nmen trying to break in. He starts back bew | dered, but,
qui ckly recovering, he hastily |locks the strong box
containing the valuables and throws the key through the open
side door. Drawi ng his revol ver, he crouches behind a desk.
In the nmeantine, the two robbers have succeeded in breaking
in the door and enter cautiously. The nessenger opens fire,
and a desperate pistol duel takes place in which the
messenger is killed. One of the robbers stands watch while
the other tries to open the treasure box. Finding it | ocked,
he vainly searches the nessenger for the key, and bl ows the
safe open with dynamte. Securing the val uables and nai l
bags they | eave the car.

4 THE TENDER AND | NTERI OR OF THE LOCOMOTI VE CAB

This thrilling scene shows THE TENDER AND | NTERI OR OF THE
LOCOMOTI VE CAB, while the the train is running forty mles
an hour. Wiile two of the bandits have been robbing the mail
car, two others clinb over the tender. One of them holds up
the engi neer while the other covers the fireman, who seizes
a coal shovel and clinbs up on the tender, where a desperate
fight takes place. They struggle fiercely all over the tank
and narrowl y escape being hurled over the side of the
tender. Finally they fall, with the robber on top. He seizes
a lunp of coal, and strikes the fireman on the head until he
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beconmes sensel ess. He then hurls the body fromthe swiftly
moving train. The bandits then conpel the engineer to bring
the train to a stop.

5 SHONS THE TRAIN COM NG TO A STCOP

Shows THE TRAIN com ng to a stop. The engi neer |eaves the
| oconotive, uncouples it fromthe train, and pulls ahead
about 100 feet while the robbers hold their pistols to his
face.

6 EXTERI OR SCENE SHOW NG TRAI N.

The bandits conpel the passengers to | eave the coaches,
"hands up,"” and line up along the tracks. One of the robbers
covers themw th a revolver in each hand, while the others
relieve the passengers of their val uables. A passenger
attenpts to escape, and is instantly shot down. Securing
everyt hing of value, the band terrorize the passengers by
firing their revolvers in the air, while they nmake their
escape to the | oconotive.

7 LOCOMOTI VE.

The desperadoes board the | oconotive with this booty, conpel
the engineer to start, and di sappear in the distance.

8 THE ROBBERS

Bring the engine to a stop several mles fromthe scene of
the "hold up,” and take to the nountains.

9 VALLEY

A beautiful scene in A VALLEY. The bandits conme down the
side of a hill, across a narrow stream nounting their
horses, and nake for the w | derness.

10 I NTERI OR OF TELEGRAPH OFFI CE

The operator |ies bound and gagged on the floor. After
struggling to his feet, he |l eans on the table, and

tel egraphs for assistance by mani pulating the key with his
chin, and then faints fromexhaustion. His |ittle daughter

enters with his dinner pail. She cuts the rope, throws a
glass of water in his face, restores himto consci ousness,
and, recalling his thrilling experience, he rushes out to

give the alarm



11 INTERIOR OF A TYPI CAL WESTERN DANCE HALL.

Shows a nunber of nmen and wonen in a lively quadrille. A
"tenderfoot"” is quickly spotted and pushed to the center of
the hall, and conpelled to do a jig, while bystanders anuse
t hensel ves by shooting dangerously close to his feet.
Suddenly the door opens and the hal f-dead tel egraph operator
staggers in. The dance breaks up in confusion. The nen
secure their rifles and hastily | eave the room

12 RUGGED HI LL

Shows the nmounted robbers dashing down A RUGGED HILL at a
terrific pace, followed closely by a | arge posse, both
parties firing as they ride. One of the desperadoes is shot
and pl unges headl ong fromhis horse. Staggering to his feet,
he fires at the nearest pursuer, only to be shot dead a
nonent | ater.

13 THE THREE REMAI NI NG BANDI TS

Thi nki ng they have el uded the pursuers, have disnounted from
their horses, and after carefully surveying their
surroundi ngs, they start to examne the contents of the mai
pouches. They are so grossly engaged in their work that they
do not realize the approachi ng danger until too |late. The
pursuers, having left their horses, steal noiselessly down
upon themuntil they are conpletely surrounded. A desperate
battl e then takes place, and after a brave stand all the
robbers and sone of the posse bite the dust.

14 BARNES

Alife-size [close-up] picture of Barnes, |eader of the
outl aw band, taking aimand firing point-blank at the

audi ence. The resulting excitement is great. This scene can
be used to begin or end the picture.



