Star Trek: The Mdtion Picture

Screenpl ay by:
CENE RODDENBERRY & HAROLD LI VI NGSTONE

Story by:
ALAN DEAN FOSTER & GENE RODDENBERRY

SHOOTI NG SCRI PT

July 19, 1978

FADE IN :
EXT SPACE (S) 1

An ever expanding infinity of |light and col or as CAMERA

TRAVELS THROUGH deep space, MOVI NG DI RECTLY for one

pi npoi nt of light: a STAR GRON NG RAPI DLY as we SWEEP
TOMRD IT, a normal white star SUDDENLY CHANG NG

bri ghtening, flaring unbelievable intensity: supernova.
The CAMERA HOLDS just a nonent, then MOVES on, SEARCH
I NG t hrough space, the jewel ed beauty of other star
systens, sparkling nebulae, swirling hydrogen cl ouds.
STILL MOVI NG then CAMERA FI NDS

EXT. AREA OF LUM NESCENCE (S) 2

In the far distance, slowly growing in size as CAMERA
APPROACHES: it resenbles, vaguely at this distance, an
Aurora Borealis: flaring colors fromthe fringes,
beauti ful yet omnous. It is so large, this Coud, it
can envel ope an entire solar system CAMERA CONTI NUES
APPROACHI NG t he C oud, and then suddenly, crossing

our POV, a:

KLI NGON HEAVY CRU SER (S) 3

In a graceful, turning arc toward the nysterious

LUM NESCENCE. CAMERA FOLLOWS this Klingon, then FI NDS

a second Klingon cruiser, also turning toward the d oud,
whi ch continues to grow in size as the Klingons
approach at warp speed, CAMERA CLCSI NG on the | ead

ship, until the vessel's detail can be clearly MADE



QUT: lights, weaponry, power systens, identification
enbl azoned on the nacell es and saucer in Klingon
| anguage (and synbol s).

| NT. KLI NGON CRU SER BRI DGE (O)

Clearly alien, an ODD SOUNDI NG KLAXON si gnaling
"battle stations.”" Orders issued in KLI NGON LANGUAGE,
t he KLI NGON CAPTAI N and EXEC peering at an unusual
bridge viewer at the huge area of LUM NESCENT HAZE
directly ahead. In KLI NGON DI ALOGUE:

KLI NGON CAPTAI N
(Gve ne tactical.)

CLOSE - MAIN VI EVER (O)

goes suddenly to a TACTICAL GRI D SYSTEM show ng the
LUM NESCENT HAZE to be an ENORMOUS BLI P OF LI GHT ON
THE SCREEN, with two TINY PINPRI CKS OF LI GHT conpl et e-
ing their turn on a direct course toward it.

EXT. SPACE - THE KLI NGON PATROL AND THE HAZE (S)

The Patrol is clearly SEEN now on the right of the
bottom of the FRAME... THREE tiny ships closing on the
steadily growi ng LUM NESCENT HAZE.

I NT. THE KLI NGON BRI DGE - CAPTAI N AND EXEC (O

Al'l eyes on the viewer that shows the ships sweeping
on the Mysterious cloud.

KLI NGON CAPTAI N
(I'n Klingonese)
Vi sual .

The TECHN Cl AN nmakes the sw tch.
CLCSE - VI EW SCREEN - LUM NESCENT HAZE (O

growi ng ever larger, its flaring colors nenacing,
nysterious, strangely beckoni ng.

I NT. BRI DGE - KLI NGON COMWVAND CRUI SER
The crew stands by for battle.

KLI NGON CAPTAI N
(I'n Kli ngonese)
Tactical again. Stand by on
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t or pedoes.
EAT SPACE - LEAD KLI NGON VESSEL ( TORPEDO HATCH) (S)

sliding open, the glowing "Hell Fire" of the Photon
Launch tubes, slowy reveal ed.

VERY W DE ANGLE - THE THREE SHI PS (S)

They are tiny, insect-like shapes noving still CLOSER
to the Lum nescent Cloud, so |large now that it begins
to dom nate all space behi nd.

| NT. KLINGON BRI DGE - TACTICAL GRID - CAPTAI N AND
EXEC (O

The grow ng nearness and enornous size of the C oud
also reflected on the Tactical Gid, somehow nore
awesone by this schematic view. The Captain gestures
the order to "FIRE. "

EXT. SPACE - ANGLE ON KLI NGON VESSEL - TORPEDO HATCH (S)

The BRI LLI ANT PHOTON BLOBS of the torpedoes spurt from

t he tubes.
ANGLE ON KLI NGON VESSEL (S)

A deadly PHOTON TORPEDO pattern racing away fromthe

Kl i ngon and toward the Lum nescent glow in the distance.

I NT. KLI NGON BRI DGE - TACTICAL GRID (O

Three torpedoes are heading directly toward the C oud.

Suddenly they glow briefly and di sappear | ong before
they reach their intended target.

I NT. KLI NGON BRI DGE - CAPTAI N AND EXEC

i ncredul ous that their torpedoes have di sappeared
wi thout a trace.

EXT SPACE - THE CLOUD - THREE KLI NGON SHI PS (S)

as the second and third ships | aunch torpedoes toward
the color-flaring surface of the cloud. This tine we
have an outside, real VIEWof the torpedoes gl ow ng
brightly and then di sappearing with no effect.

| NT. KLI NGON BRI DGE (O

The Klingon crew grim desperate, watching a BRI GHT
STACCATO BLI P OF PONER from wi thin the LUM NESCENCE.
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KLI NGON CAPTAI N
(qui ckly; KIingonese)
Full force fields; evasive
nmeneuvers.

EAT SPACE - THE CLOUD - THE KLI NGON PATRCLS (S)

Qut of the LUM NESCENCE hurtles a FRI GHTENI NG WHI PLASH
OF ENERGY. It bears down on the Klingon Patrol, now

I n an evasi ve maneuver. Then the WH PLASH BOLT hits
the third cruiser in a withing flare of energy which
totally engulfs the vessel.

The other two ships veer off, warping around again into
attack position. The THHRD SH P has begun to inpl ode
inon itself, the matter-energy of its existence

drai ned by the WH PLASH BOLT that HOLDS IT.

ANGLE ON REMAI NI NG KLI NGON CRUI SERS (S)

desperately defending thensel ves, FORCE FI ELDS FULL UP
RAPI DLY FI RI NG PHOTON TORPEDCES. But now a SECOND

VWHI PLASH ENERGY BOLT has energed fromthe cloud and
hits the second vessel, DESTROYING it.

The THI RD WHI PLASH BOLT gl ances of f the surviving
Cruiser as the ship retreats in a wde, evasive turn,
FIRING from stern tubes.

I NT. KLI NGON BRI DGE

The bridge shattered; Klingon bodies. The nortally-
wounded Captain is transmtting urgently:

KLI NGON CAPTAI N
(I'n Klingonese)
severely danaged. Returning
fire...

EXT. SPACE - STARFLEET MONI TOR STATI ON EPSILON 9 (S)

Serenity here. A barren, rocky small plantoid softly
lit by the nyriad stars. This is a snall Starfl eet
out post, antennae sprouting everywhere. Tiny figures
(WORKERS) servicing one antenna illustrate the size
of the installation.

INT. EPSILON 9 - MONI TOR ROOM - A VIEWER (O

SHOW NG t he battle scene, and the VO CE OF THE KLI NGON
CAPTAIN in his | ast stand against the Object; his VO CE
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is weary, alnobst nechanical. On the adjacent viewer,
an English printout of the Klingon's words chatters
al ong the bottom of the picture:

KLI NGON CAPTAI N
(I'n Kli ngonese)
| nperial Klingon Cruiser Anmar...
severely danmaged by unfamliar
weaponry... intruder unidentified..

W DER ANGLE - EPSI LON 9 STARFLEET PERSONNEL AND VI EVER (O

At the viewers are a FEMALE LI EUTENANT and FOUR TECH
NI Cl ANS. COMVANDER BRANCH, a young, alert, enters hur-
riedly, scans he consol e.

LI EUTENANT
Qur sensor drone is intercepting
this on Quad L-14.

KLI NGON CAPTAIN (V. Q)
bel i eve | um nescent cl oud
to be enornous power field
surroundi ng alien vessel...
si ze and description unknown. .
our sensor scans unable to
penetrate. Inperial Klingon
Crui ser Amar... continuing
to attack.

BRANCH
That's within KlIingon boundari es.
Who are they fighting?

LI EUTENANT
Unknown, sir.

A violent EXPLOSION inside the Klingon bridge -- Klingon
Captain's body is thrown violently against the bul khead.

TECHNI Cl AN
| have an exterior visual!

CLOSE ON VI EVER (O)

showi ng EXTERI OR of the Klingon vessel: a final,
frightening WH PLASH ENERGY BOLT strikes it -- then
t he same awesone | MPLOSI ON | NTO FI REBALL

W DER ANGLE - PERSONNEL AND VI EVER (O

The Starfleet station onl ookers react to the utter
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anni hilation of the huge cruiser. And now, past where
the cruiser just disappeared -- the nysterious LUM NES-
CENCE approaching in distance. Technician hits a
switch, nmagnifying the strange CLOUD

L1 EUTENANT
We've plotted a course on that
cl oud, Commander: it wll pass

into Federation Space fairly
cl ose to us.

BRANCH
Headi ng?

CLOSE ON THE MAIN MONI TOR STATION (O

as its focal point shifts to the huge elliptically-
shaped LUM NESCENCE raci ng across the sky. MJSIC

(V' GER THEME) COMVENCES in a |ow, unresolved CHORD
that remains in the background through the renmai nder
of this scene, and the begi nning of the next one.

LI EUTENANT' S VO CE
Sir, it's on a precise headi ng
for Earth.

Om nously now the LUM NESCENCE i ncreases in size, and
begins to fill the viewer. HOLD A MOVENT, and then:

EXT. SURFACE OF PLANET VULCAN - DAY (M

wi th the CAMERA MOVI NG THROUGH masses of thick, steany
vaporous clouds, swirling about, rising boilingly up
from sone unseen, underground source. The CAMERA

CONTI NUES MOVI NG t hr ough cl ouds.

And then... the Vul can | andscape. Harsh, strange
angul ar peaks and rock formations -- the barren, |egend-
ary nmountain hone of Vul can Masters.

EXT. VULCAN LEDGE - SPCCK ( M & F.P.)

Spock's | ean features instantly recogni zabl e despite
unkenpt, | onger hair and the fatigue born of a | ong,
harsh di sci pline he has undergone. H's robes, tattered
and dust covered, are that of a Vulcan Aspirant in
study with the Masters. Under the V ger THEME MJSI C
we HEAR a VO CE in ritual tones:

FEMALE MASTER S VO CE
Spock, son of Sarek of Wul can..
and of Amanda of Earth...
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diligently you have | abored for
purification of mnd...

REVERSE ANGLE - SPOCK, VULCAN MASTERS AND RUI NS 30

In b.g., gigantic ancient Vulcan statues and ruins. In f.g.,
the stone platformon which Spock stands facing a sem -circle
of three simlar platfornms. On themin regal robes are three
VULCAN MASTERS. The Master in the center is a female, the
other two Masters are male. The elderly female is holding a
cord and ancient pendant as if ready to place it around

Spock's neck at an appropriate nonment. Spock is staring up
as V ger THEME MJSI C f ades.

MALE MASTER
(chidingly)
Spock . !

Spock turns, giving a small contrite nod -- the ritual
cont i nues.

FEMALE MASTER
Here are these sands, our fore-
bearers cast out their aninal
passi ons. Here our race was
saved by the first attai nnment of
Kol i nahr.

MALE MASTER
Kol i nahr: the final sheddi ng of
all enotion.

FEMALE MASTER
You have | abored | ong, Spock.
Now receive fromus this synbo
of total |ogic.

Spock starts to kneel... the Femal e Master noves in,
intending to put the ancient pendant around his neck.
But Spock now hesitates -- he's troubled as though
uncertain he deserves this synbol and waves the
pendant away. Then, a faint reprise of the V ger THEME
MUSI C now causes the Fenmal e Master to | ook skyward.
She turns fromthis back to Spock as she exchanges a

| ook with the Mal e Masters.

FEMALE MASTER
(gestures Spock forward)
Come, give ne your thoughts.
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She kneels with Spock -- |ays her hands on his tenples
in Vulcan m nd-neld position.

FEMALE MASTER
(conti nui ng)
Qur m nds, Spock... One and
together. ...

Their eyes close -- their mnds neld -- then her head
jerks slightly, her features change as her mnd feels
Spock's reactions to the V ger consciousness. A |long
nonent, then she opens her eyes, gets to her feet and

| ooks down on the still kneeling Spock. Then, she
casts aside the pendant she carries -- it falls into
t he dust.

FEMALE MASTER

(conti nui ng; sadly)
Thi s consci ousness which calls --
it stirs your human hal f, Spock?
You have not achi eved Kol i nahr --
Your human enotions are not fully
ext i ngui shed.

(turns to the other Msters)
He will not achieve his goal with
us. His answer |ies el sewhere.

The three Masters | eave -- Spock watches them go, his
di sappoi nt nent evident even in his stoic features.

MED. ANGLE ON SPCCK (M & F.P.)

CAMERA CLOSES IN on his face as we again HEAR a frag-
ment of V ger THEME MJUSIC -- Spock again raises his
head and peers up into the heavens. HOLD on his face
a nonent, then...

SHOCK CUT TO :
EXT. EARTH - AN AIR TRAM - DAY (S)

gleaming silver in the sun as it streaks TOMRD THE
CAMERA PCOSI TI ON and hurtl es PAST.

EXT. SAN FRANCI SCO - HI LLTOP Al R TRAM STATI ON -
DAY (M

Fromthis vantage, we can SEE all of twenty-third
century San Francisco stretched out before us. In

the b.g., the famliar forns of the carefully preserved

Gol den Gate Bridge and Transanerica Pyram d Buil ding
serve as our only rem nders that this is, indeed, San
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Fr anci sco.

The AIR TRAM (an anti-gravitational train flying
several feet above the ground) DECELERATES sharply,
settles to the ground with a whisper.

EXT. TRAM STATION - CLOSE ON TRAM DOORS - DAY

The doors opening, and various TRAVELERS (civilians
and Starfleet personnel) leaving the tram striding
onto the platform continuing on their respective
ways. Anong the departing throng:

Kl RK

in Admiral's uniform grim determ ned, noving through
the throng. Now and then Starfleet officers nod re-
spectfully; KIRK responds with detached formality; his
mnd is clearly set on sonmething he is resolved to ac-
conplish here in headquarters -- whatever the cost.
CAVERA WTH H M to:

I NT. AR TRAM STATI ON - DAY X

as Kirk strides into the graceful Starfleet HQ buil ding.

Many PEOPLE are about, civilians and uniforned person-
nel; nost of themw th some air of urgency. (NOTE

ALI ENS i nterspersed anong them Wul cans, bl ue-skinned
Andori ans, hi gh-donmed Vegans, ect.) Kirk continues on
when suddenly he reacts, annoyed as he sees:

SONAK

a Vul can, Lt Conmander; short, white-haired, grizzled,
hurrying along. Kirk calls to him

Kl RK
Commander Sonak. .. |

SONAK turns with Vulcan inperturbability to face Kirk
who steps toward him

Kl RK
(conti nui ng)
You' ve received your appoi nt nent
as Enterprise Science Oficer?

SONAK
(nods)
Based, | amtold, on your
reconmmendati on, Admiral. Thank
you.
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Kl RK
Wiy aren't you on board?

SONAK
Capt ai n Decker requested | conplete
final Science briefing here before..

Kl RK
(interrupting)
Here at Starfleet...? The
Enterprise is in final preparation
to | eave dock...

SONAK
VWhich will require twenty nore
hours at mnimm Admral...

Kl RK
Twelve! I"'mon nmy way to a neeting
with Adm ral Nogura which will not
| ast nmore than three m nutes.
Report to nme on the Enterprise in
one hour.

SONAK
To you, sir?

Kl RK
| intend to be there foll ow ng
that neeting. Report to ne. One
hour !

And Kirk turns, strides purposefully away. Sonak gazes
after him one eyebrow rai sed qui zzically.

EXT. EARTH ORBIT (9S)

Inf.g., Obital drydock offices, rotating slowy but
percepti bly agai nst blue-black of space. Small figures

I n spacesuits working on construction, with work belts.

Beyond and below... Earth. In the far distance we can
barely nmake out an orbital drydock.

CLOSER ANGLE - ORBI TAL OFFI CE CLUSTER (S)

The cluster is a fully-equi pped dockyard engi neering
center and conputer drafting office.

CAMERA MOVES | N AND CENTERS ON an outer "Travel Pod."

INT. | NNER OFFI CE (O
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40A

an installation which also includes a double position
transporter, in which we SEE the TRANSPORTER EFFECT
BEGA N. Wth the TRANSPORTER CREW IS SCOTT. He's with
a Technician, busy wwth a piece of conplex circuitry.
Then he turns, sees that it is Kirk BEAM NG i n here.
As Kirk materializes, steps off the transporter plat-
form Scott noves quickly to him

KI RK AND SCOTT

The starship Engineering Oficer clearly surprised to
see Kirk here. Kirk has the same | ook of grim de-
term nation we just saw in the headquarters buil ding.

SCOTT
Admral, |'ve been hoping to see
you. Maybe you can get through
to those thick heads in Starfl eet
that...

Kl RK
Wiy aren't the Enterprise
transporters in operation, Mster
Scott?

SCOTT
We're hoping it's only a tenporary
problem Admral...

Kl RK
See that it is.
(rmovi ng toward pod)
Take ne over, please.

Scott is now eying Kirk just a little warily as he fol -
lows himinto the pod. Kirk's determ ned expression
suggests that sone chips are going to fly and Scott
does not want to becone one of them

SCOrIT
(carefully)
Admral, the Enterprise has just
finished ei ghteen nont hs redesign-
ing and refitting. She needs
testing, a shakedown...

Kl RK
M. Scott, there's an alien object
wi th unbel i evabl e destructive
power |ess than three days away
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fromthis planet...

Kirk hits a button on the travel pod panel -- the air-
| ock doors SLAM cl osed behind them Then, stepping im
medi ately to the front observation w ndow.

Kl RK
(conti nui ng)
the only Starship in
interception range is the
Enterprise! Ready, or not, she
| aunches in twelve hours!

Scott throws Kirk an appalled | ook but is now occupied
in sealing the Quter Pod door and manipul ating drive
controls.

CAMERA CONTI NUES TO PULL BACK TO REVEAL front of the
Pod and arnms of the office conplex as Pod di sconnects
and starts to nove.

EXT. POD

CAVERA CONTI NUES TO PULL BACK TO REVEAL front of the
pod and arns of the office conplex as Pod di sconnects
and starts noving.

EXT. EARTH ORBIT - ANGLES ON TRAVEL POD (S)

as it noves way fromthe office conplex. W can
SEE the jet flanes of its tiny thrusters as it cir-
cl es around, heads off (toward the distant O bital
dry dock).

I NT. TRAVEL POD - KIRK AND SCOTT

Scott nervously eying Kirk, and finally deciding to
make one nore effort:

SCOrT
The crew hasn't had near enough
transition time with all the new
equi pment. And t he engi nes,
Admral: they've yet to be even
tested at warp power. Add to
that, an untried Captain..

Kl RK
(hint of smle)
Two and a half years as Chief of
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Starfl eet Operations may have
made ne a |little stale, M. Scott
-- but I wouldn't exactly consider
nmyself "untried."’

It takes Scott a nonent to conprehend, and Kirk smles
now, nods:

Kl RK
(conti nui ng)
They gave her back to me, Scotty.

Scott peers at him genuinely surprised -- and pl eased.
Then:

SCOTT

"Gave' her back, sir...? | doubt
it was that easy...

(returns smle)
But any man who coul d manage such
a feat, | woul dna dare di sappoint.
She'll launch on tine, sir...

(wth confidence)
And she'll be ready.

And he clasps Kirk's el bow affectionately, then gestures
Kirk to | ook out the pod w ndow.

EXT. OUTSIDE THE PCD WNDOW - KIRK' S POV (O
as he | ooks out: the blue-black of orbital space.
| NT. TRAVEL PQOD

Scott is well aware of what the Enterprise nmeans to
Kirk. As Scott maneuvers the pod to provide the best
perspective, Kirk peers through the observati on w ndow,
craning his head, hungry for his first glinpse of the
starship. Scott is watching him imensely pl eased.

PAST THEM TO THE POD W NDOW ( O

as we SEE the drydock and nore of its detail, and a
hi nt of what is inside.

EXT. EARTH ORBIT - OTHER ANGLES FROM THE POD (O

PAST Kirk and Scott the corner of the drydock becones
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| arger -- we begin SEEING nore of it. And then the
nmerest glinpse of what is inside the drydock: The
Enterprise slips INTO VI EW

I NT. PCD - VERY CLOSE ON KI RK AT W NDOW 51

as he watches, his face reflecting all of it: the awe,
t he wonder, the romance, the obsession. The one conp-
lete love of his |life. And with that |ove regained,

he is becom ng nore fully alive again.

Kirk | ooks at Scott; for a nmoment both hold each other's
eye. Scott knows precisely how Kirk feels. Both turn
to the wi ndow agai n.

VWHAT THEY SEE - THE ENTERPRI SE (S) 52

Now DOM NATI NG t he SCREEN -- the awesone, symmetrica
bul k of the starship cones fully INTO VIEW And it

dom nates Kirk's -- and our enotions.
EXT. THE ENTERPRI SE - AND THE POD (TINY IN TH S SHOT) 53
AS I T CIRCLES - THE ANTI - LI KE FI GURES OF WORKERS (' S) 56

The great ship dwarfs everything. The drydock becones
a fragile filigree framng the ship's great curved
bul k. The tiny pod continues to nove along it.

Smal | aut omat ed wel di ng devi ces nove al ong the gird-
ers, working with brief, bright orange-white flares.

In other areas of nmetal |ace structure, supplies and
equi pnrent are being | oaded onto the ship. The pod
continues noving (Scott is giving Kirk tinme to see all),
wat ched carefully by the TINY FI GURES OF SUPERVI SI NG
TECHNI Cl ANS on the drydock. Now the pod noves toward
mating position. It closes in, secures itself to the
outer airl ock.

I NT. POD - AT THE Al RLOCK 57

Scott conpleting the mating procedure, Kirk turning
fromthe observation wi ndow OQutside, the nmetallic.
CLICK of the pod I ocking onto the airlock. Now the

"WHOOSH' of the latch doors securing, the CLANG of

security bolts. It's all been a rare and delicious

nmonment for Kirk, and his face shows it.

OVER t he POD | NTERCOM we HEAR, "Pod secured. Pressure
equal i zed." Scott noves the control to open the hatch.

| NT. ENTERPRI SE CARGO DECK (M 58
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A confusion of organized work and VO CES. The cargo
deck bustles with activity; supplies and equi pnent
bei ng stored and install ed.

I NT. CARGO DECK - BALCONY AND CATWALK 59

Kirk and Scott are net by a nervous, perspiring
ENSI GN

KI RK AND SCOTT
Perm ssion to cone aboard, sir...?

ENSI GN
Granted, sir. Wl cone aboard,
Adm ral... Commander Scott,

you' re needed in Engi neering
i mredi at el y.

SCOTT
(to Kirk)
Sir, you'll excuse ne...?

Kirk gestures himto | eave, and Scott hurries away.
Kirk stands a nonment, gazing down at the cargo deck.

ANGLE DOWN PAST KIRK TO FLOOR (M 60

The crew maneuvering antigravity devices which nove
heavy containers -- scranbles of activity at storage
hol ds and mai nt enance | ockers.

CLOSE ON KI RK AND ENSI GN 61

Kirk is drinking it all in. He's hone.

ENSI GN
(nervous)
Sir, if youll followne, 1'II..
Kl RK
| think I can find ny way,

Ensi gn.

And Kirk noves off, |eaving the Ensign gazing at him
relieved.

EXT. ELEVATOR AND CATWALK 62
Ki rk ENTERS ANGLE and the doors snap open.

I NT. ELEVATOR 63
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as Kirk enters. The doors close. Kirk waits a beat,
savoring this nonent too. Then, firmy to the contro
panel :

Kl RK
Bri dge!

The turbo-el evator HUMS WTH POAER as it begins hur-

tling up. On the wall back of Kirk we SEE an el ectronic

di agram of the Enterprise tracking the elevator's
speedy trip to the Bridge.

I NT. BRI DGE

A confusion of activity and VO CES. Pieces o0 equip-
ment in a state of disarray: consol es open, fiber
optic tubes unconnected, view ng screens disnmantl ed.
It's a frantic, desperate scene -- a ship and crew to-
tally unprepared. In the mdst of this: ALIEN

ensign is assisting UHURA (Lt. Condr. stripes)deftly
wor ki ng her conmuni cations station, AD LIBBI NG

! Hai | i ng frequency four, check. Hailing frequency
five, wll soneone please check ne?" At the helm
sweat - soaked SULU (Lt. Condr stripes) has a service
plate open, is peering inside to nake delicate adjust-
nments, AD LIBBING "... Helm now give ne a reading on
four point zero zero six of full." And at the Wapons
Control, CHEKOV (Full Lt.)argues with TECHN CI ANS who
I nsi st photon torpedoes read "ready" while Chekov
argues the conmputer is not relaying that information.

ANGLE ON THE ELEVATOR DOORS

snappi ng open -- and there is Kirk. For the nonment no
one notices him and he stands watching, remenbering.
And then he noves forward toward the command center.

ACROSS UHURA TO KI RK
as she is the first to see him She reacts, pl eased.

UHURA
Captain... Starfleet just
si gnal ed your transfer-of-
command orders!

ANOTHER ANGLE - VARI OQUS REACTI ON
as everyone el se is suddenly aware of Kirk.

Al work stops, with various AD LIBBED greetings from
the old crew "Admral Kirk..." "It's the Captain...!"

64

65

66

67



etc., etc. But nost sit or stand, sinple gaping at
Kirk, all quite awed. The ol d hands, Uhura, Sulu, and
Chekov start converging on Kirk. But he gestures them
back, speaking crisply.

Kl RK

| appreciate the welcone; | w sh
the circunstances were | ess
critical.

(to Uhura)
Epsilon Nine is nonitoring the
i ntruder; keep a channel open to
t hem

(gl ances around)
Where is Captain Decker?

SULU
He's in Engineering, sir...
(unconfortabl e,
i ndi cates Captain's
chair)
He doesn't know.

Kirk reacts with sone exasperation, starts away,
addr esses Chekov:

Kl RK
M  Chekov, assenble the crew on
t he Rec Deck at 0400 hours.
want to show them what we're
faci ng.

And Kirk noves to the elevator, enters, is gone. The
nonment the el evator doors snap cl osed:

SULU
I woul dn't have wanted to have
been standing in his way. He
want ed her back; he got her!

ALl EN ENSI GN
(perturbed)
And Captain Decker? He's been
with the ship every m nute of
her refitting...

UHURA
(brittle)
Ensign -- our chances of com ng
back fromthis mssion in one
pi ece may have just doubl ed. ..
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OM TTED

I NT. ENG NEERI NG SECTI ON

The entire conplex a beehive of pre-departure activity.
ENG NEERI NG PERSONNEL (at |east a third of themfemal e)
com ng and going, the platformelevators (snmall, one-
man lifts to various |levels) busy. A gentle but con-
stant HUM and WHIRR flows fromthe engine core, to indi-
cate a pre-idling node. There will be continual AD

LI BBED conversati on anong the Techni ci ans.

Now t he Engi ne Room door opens and Kirk steps into the
area. He stands a nonent observing the activity. a

gri zzl ed ENG NEERI NG CHI EF pushes a huge condenser on

an anti-grav device past irk with a respectful "watch

It, sir" adnonishnent. Kirk noves on to:

THE | NTERM X CHAMBER

at the mddle of the power shaft. Very NO SY here,

and a continual CACOPHONY of COVPUTERI ZED AND HUVAN

VO CES cal ling off equi pnent checks. And grouped
around a section of burnt-out circuitry are WLLARD
DECKER, Captain's stripes, handsone, in his early

30's; Scott, and two Techni ci ans. Decker and Scott

are working feverishly uncoupling the device,

probing its innards. Decker has discovered the problem
renoved several transistor-type parts, taps them

with a pencil-sized sonic anal yzer.

DECKER
(quietly el at ed)
| thought so! See... the trans-

porter sensor was not activated...

SCOrT
(i nmpressed)
Aye, you were dead right about
that...
(to Techni ci an)
Clearly, put a back-up sensor into
the unit.

ACROSS THEM TO KI RK

as the Technician prepares to install the device,
Scott glances up to see Kirk.
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He | ooks from Decker to Kirk in acute enbarrassnent
(so that we should realize Scott hasn't nentioned
Kirk's taking over to Decker). Decker now notices
Kirk, reacts pl eased.

DECKER

Admral Kirk..

(shakes Kirk's hand)
We're getting a top brass send
off...?

(self assured grin)
She' Il launch on schedule if we
have to tow her out with our bare
hands. Right, Scotty?

SCOTTY
(1 amel y)
Aye, sir, that we will...

Kl RK
(to Decker)
WIIl, let's go over here and

He i ndi cates corner. Decker glances benusedly at
Kirk, then turns to Scott:

DECKER
Let ne now when the back-up is
in place.

ACRCSS SCOTT TO Kl RK AND DECKER

as Scott AD LIBS a glum "Aye, sir," and watches them
wal k across the Chanber.

A CORNER OF THE | NTERM X CHAMBER

just alittle quieter here, with Kirk and Decker arriv-
i ng, and Decker saying blithely:

DECKER
Al'l due respect, sir, | hope
this isn't a Starfleet pep talk;
" mjust too busy.

Kirk eyes Decker -- then decides the best way to say
It is plainly, directly.

Kl RK
' mtaking over the Center seat.



75

I"'msorry, WII.

DECKER
You are what...?

Kl RK
I'"mreplacing you as Captain of
the Enterprise.

Decker seens shocked into silence; he can only peer
at Kirk who reaches tentatively as though to clasp a
pat ernal hand on Decker's shoul der, then withdraws it
and continues quickly.

Kl RK
(conti nui ng)
You'll stay aboard as Executive
Oficer... a tenporary grade

reducti on to Commuander .

DECKER
(finding his voice)
-- You, personally, are assum ng
conmmrand?

Kl RK
Yes.

DECKER
May | ask Why?

KI RK
(nods)
My experience -- five years out
there dealing with unknowns |ike
this -- ny famliarity wth the
Enterprise, this crew...

DECKER
Admral, this is an alnost totally
new enterprise. You don't know
her a tenth as well as | do.

ANOTHER ANGLE - TO SHOW SCOTT IN B. G ( ACROSS THE
ROOV)

Scott, working on the relay, but continually glancing
at Kirk and Decker with worried concern, as Kirk
replies:

Kl RK
That's why you're stayi ng aboard.
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I"'msorry, WII.

DECKER
No, Admiral. | don't think you are;
not one dammed bit. | renenber

when you recomended nme for this
command. You told ne how envi ous
you were, and if only you could
find a way to get a starship
command again. Well, sir, it |ooks
i ke you found a way.

Kirk is silent a nonent, peering levelly at Decker,
who returns the gaze with equal intensity. Then:

Kl RK
Report to the bridge, Commander.
| medi atel y.

Decker EXITS. Kirk waits, collecting his conposure
as he watches himgo. Then Kirk turns to glare at
Scott. Interrupted by a flare as sonething shorts
out at the mechani smwhere Scott and Decker had been
wor ki ng. Technician (Clearly) reacts, hits an inter-
com button fast:

TECHNI CI AN ( CLEARY)
Transporter room cone in!
Ur gent !
(to Scott)
Redl i ne on the transporters,
M ster Scott!

Scott whirls to a console fast, speaks urgently!

SCOTT
Transporter room do not engage!
Do not. ...

TECHNI CI AN ( CLEARY)
(reacting to the reading;
I nterruption)
Too |l ate; they're beam ng now

Kirk is exiting on a run, followed by Scott.

I NT. TRANSPORTER ROOM - | NCLUDI NG TRANSPORTER CHAMBER 76
(O

An unusual Iy defective | ooki ng TRANSPORTER EFFECT i n
progress, alternately flashing and glowi ng -- even the
Transporter SOUND seens wong, as if struggling to
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78

overcone sone problem At the console, CH EF RAND and
ASSI STANT are reacting in surprised, near-horror as
they attenpt vainly to save the situation.

RAND
(into intercom
Starfl eet, override us!
OVERRI DE...! Yank them back!

Suddenly, from Rand's consol e, a VI OLENT GLARE -- a
PROTESTI NG SOUND fromthe circuitry. And on the con-
sole a red-warning |ight now begins flashing.

STARFLEET VO CE
Unable to retrieve their pattern,
Enterprise....!

Rand reacts in real horror now as human forns begin to
FAI NTLY MATERI ALI ZE, then FADE AWAY, then REAPPEAR | N
FAI NTLY M SSHAPEN FORM as she frantically works con-
trols. Kirk ENTERS fast, steps to the console to
assi st Rand; Scott has also come in and noves to the
consol e, brushes aside the Asst. Chief, and begins
mani pul ati ng the additional controls hinself.

SCOTT
We're losing the pattern...!

Kl RK
(into intercon
Starfl eet, boost your matter gain;
we need nore signal!

RAND
Oh, no! They're form ng!

CLOSER ON THE TRANSPORTER CHAMBER (O

with the human fornms FLUTTERI NG | NTO FULLER AND FULLER
MATERI ALl ZATI ON, FRI GHTENI NGY, HORRI BLY M SSHAPEN. We
RECOGNI ZE one form as the Vul can, Sonak -- the other a
human WOVAN. They MATERI ALI ZE; we HEAR A MOAN form
fromthe Vulcan -- the Woman's SCREAM OF PAIN. Then,
all at once, the half-naterialized bodi es are gone;
the transporter chanber is enpty.

Kl RK
Ch, ny CGod...!

KI RK, SCOTT AND RAND

gazing, horrified, at the enpty chanber.
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Kl RK
(into intercom
Starfleet, do you have thenf

A nutter of utter, vacant silence -- and Kirk and
Scott | ook at each other again, their pained faces
presagi ng the answer they already know

STARFLEET VA CE

(shaken)
Enterprise... what we got back
didn't live long. Fortunately.

Anot her nonent of stunned silence, and then Kirk hits
the transm ssion button -- fighting to control his
Vol ce as:

Kl RK

Starfleet... Kirk. Please...
express ny condol ences to their
famlies. Comrander Sonak's
can be reached through the Vul can
Enbassy.

(see Rand's stricken

expr essi on)
There was not hing you coul d have
done, Rand. It wasn't your fault.

And before Rand can answer, Kirk | eaves the room
I NT. CORRI DOR - TRAVELI NG W TH Kl RK

as Kirk steps out, and the doors snap cl osed behind
him In the corridor the furor of the hurried depar-
ture is, as everywhere, quite evident: CREW MEMBERS
nove back and forth. But Kirk does not see them his
mnd is tormented by the transporter accident -- was
t here sonet hi ng he shoul d have done, coul d have done,
to prevent it? Should he I aunch on schedule with the
starship this unready? Has he done right in yielding
to this terrible needs for starship command agai n,
forcing Starfleet to give her to hinf? Wuld Decker's
knowl edge of the new design have prevented the acci-
dent ?

Kirk reaches a corridor intersection, |ooks around,
realizes he's lost track of where he is. A passing
YEOMAN stops in response to his puzzl ed expression.

Kl RK
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84
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Tur boshaft eight...?

YEOVAN
Back that way, sir.

She's indicating back the direction fromwhich Kirk
cane. He nods his thanks, turns and noves back down
the corridor.

DECKER 80

hurryi ng down the corridor. The two face each ot her
a silent nonent, Decker studying Kirk curiously.

Kl RK
W'l |l have to replace Comrander
Sonak. 1'd still like a Vulcan
there, if possible...

DECKER
None avail able, Captain. There's
no one in fact, who's fully rated
on this design.

Kl RK
You are, Mster Decker. |I'm
afraid you'll have to double as

Sci ence Oficer.

And Kirk noves on, Decker stands gazing reflectively
after him

OM TTED 81
84
CLOSE - FULL SHOT OF THE KLI NGON SHI P BEI NG DESTROYED 85

(AS SEEN ON VI EVER) (O

(in the last part of the scene which showed the Klingon
Capt ai n speaking in Klingonese and an English print-
out interpretation appearing at the screen bottom

The Klingon ship nearly total ed; one engi ne nacelle
gone, snoke and flanme spewing fromthe other, etc.

And then that final WH PLASH ENERGY BOLT STRI KI NG AND
SPECTACULARLY DESTROYI NG THE SHI P, etc.)

But this tine, O S., we HEAR GASPS of incredulity from
many throats (an audi ence), and various AD LI BBED com
ments: "My God...!" "I don't believe it...!" "What
could it be...?" Etc., etc.
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And then, imrediately followng this, on the viewer:
THE LUM NESCENT CLOUD (AS SEEN ON A VI EVER) (O

(as in earlier Epsilon 9 viewer -- but with no nusic,
only nore AD LIBBED excl amati ons from an audi ence.)
The vi ewer goes bl ank.

| NT. RECREATI ON DECK (M

We SEE that all this was being viewed by the CREW
MEMBERS (Aliens included) assenbl ed on the Rec Deck.

The Recreation Deck is one of the |argest areas on
t he ship, several deck levels high, a part of one
wal | consisting of picture wi ndows, through which can
be seen sections of the drydock structure outside.

On another wall is a large viewer, on which was just
shown the Klingon transm ssion. Leading off and away
fromthis deck area are what are obviously other
specific recreation areas -- gymasi uns, food centers,
gane roons, |ounges, etc.

ANOTHER ANGLE OF THE RED DECK - H GHER LEVEL

as the Crew Menbers chat in low, grimtones -- Kirk
(now with Captain's stripes) appears. As he cones
into view, the two hundred or so crew bel ow go silent.
Kirk grimy indicates the now bl ank viewer:

Kl RK
That's all we know about it;
except that it's now 2.2 days
fromEarth. Enterprise is the
only Federation starship that
stands in its way.

ANOTHER ANGLE - CREW REACTI ONS

as the CAMERA FINDS various faces: human, alien; nopst
young, all intelligent, forthright -- anxious. Kirk
has paused a nonent, now conti nues.

KIRK (O S.)

We assune there is a vessel of
sone type at the heart of the
cloud. Qur orders are to intercept,
i nvestigate; and take whatever action
IS necessary... and possible.

(beat)
...\We can only hope that the
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life formaboard that vesse
reasons as we do.

ANGLE ON UHURA

standi ng near an intercom which just then has emtted
a bosun's WHI STLE i ntercom si gnal .

BRI DGE VA CE
(fromintercom

Bridge to Captain. Priority

signal from Epsilon N ne --

Kirk | eans over to the intercom speaks into it:

Kl RK
Put it on the viewer here...!

ON THE REC DECK VI EVER (O)

as all eyes turn to the viewer which fades into a view
of Commander Branch, in the Epsilon 9 nonitor room
Branch is tense, reflecting extrene urgency. Near
Branch, working intently at the console are the Fenal e
Li eutenant and a Techni ci an.

BRANCH

(fromthe viewer;

checki ng consol e

r eadi ngs)
Enterprise... the Coud is
definitely a powerfield of sone
kind... Measures... My CGod!
Over 82 A U 's in dianeter...
Must be sonet hing incredible
i nside there generating it.

(1 ooks up from

consol e)
W're transmtting |inguacode
friendshi p nessages on al
frequenci es. No response.

TECHNI Cl AN
| have a null reading at the
center of the 'cloud,' sir.

LI EUTENANT
Definitely something inside.
there but all scans are being
refl ected back.
(studi es readi ngs)
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Recei ving an odd pattern now..
(toward Branch)

They seemto be reacting to

our scans, sSir.

BRANCH

(i nspecting anot her

consol e)
Sorre kind of energy surge...

(1 ooki ng up)
Enterprise... they could be
m st aki ng our scans as a
hostile act...

(reacts at readi ngs)
Defl ectors, energency full!

Branch hits an al arm button; we HEAR ALARM KLAXON
SOUNDI NG The vi ewer | MAGE DI STORTS, clears again
while Branch -- facing his viewer, continues urgently:

BRANCH
(conti nui ng)
We are under attack...!

Kl RK
(to Uhura)
Ext ernal view. . .!

ON THE VI EWER - EXT. THE DESTRUCTI ON OF EPSILON 9 (O

as the image of Branch is inmmedi ately replaced by an
external view of the plantoid, and the LUM NESCENT
CLOUD (at about the sane distance from which the

Kl i ngon cruisers were attacked).

Then it STRIKES the plantoid WTH FULL, CATACLYSM C
FORCE. The viewer | MAGE BREAKS UP -- and i mredi ately
the entire Starfl eet base becones a mael strom of FLAR-
| NG ENERGY, shattered structure, flying debris. And
then, all at once, there is nothing -- enpty space,
Epsilon 9 is gone. W SEE only the stars; and the
nmysteri ous LUM NESCENT CLOUD novi ng across the distant
sky.

(NOTE: The above is entirely SILENT, and when it is
finished, not a word is spoken.)

KIRK (O S.)
Vi ewer off.

ANOTHER ANGLE - KIRK
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as the viewer goes blank, all still facing the screen.
Then Kirk turns to the roomas if to comment. Then he
stops -- nothing he can say will add at all to what
they' ve just seen. Instead:

Kl RK
Pre-1aunch countdown wi ||
commence in forty m nutes.

ANOTHER ANGLE - CREW

The scene they have just witnessed still vivid in their
m nds as they gaze sonberly up toward Kirk who is exit-
ing. The bridge crew follows himout. Not a word is

said as the renmni nder of the crew waits anot her noment,
then begins to disperse toward their duty stations too.

EXT. THE ENTERPRI SE | N DRYDOCK (S)

Spectacular ORBIT VIEWof the giant starship in the
process of release. BEYOND US, in half |ight, EARTH
LOOVS HUGE. The dock wel ders are gone; the supply pods
float away fromthe ship. Little tongues of blue flane
spurt fromthe ship's maneuvering jets.

CLOSER - ON ENTERPRI SE (S)

as the large dock unmbilical is released, floats free of
its starship attachnent. Dock departure is immnent.

I NT. BRI DGE

Kirk in the center seat, intently studying the Naviga-
tion console in front of him(at the Navigator's
station, which is unoccupied.) Oher bridge personnel
are busy with their pre-launch duties.

UHURA
Transporters Room and Chi ef
Engi neer Scott report trans-
porter systemfully repaired
and now functioning normally,
sir.

SULU
Dock signals clear, Captain.

Kl RK
Rely we are hol ding position
awai ting final crew repl acenents.
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99

UHURA
Captain, Transporter Personnel
reports the Navigator..
(consults consol e)
Li eutenant Junior Gade Ilia
(Eye-1 ee-ah) is already aboard,
and en route to the bridge.

ANGLE ON DECKER - AT THE SCI ENCE STATI ON 98

as Decker (now wearing Conmander stripes) reacts,
al nost startled, and Uhura conti nues:

UHURA
She's a Deltan.

Uhura's tone and expression convey "Deltan” in a
certain, special manner.

Kl RK
(reprovingly)
And there are no finer navigators
in Starfl eet, Commuander.

The last is interrupted by:
ANGLE ON THE ELEVATOR DOORS 98A

as they snap open, and there energes a breathtakingly
beauti ful young woman (uni fornmed as a Navi gator Lieu-
tenant) who strides purposefully onto the bridge. A
stunning figure, but hairless, entirely bald but or
del i cate eyebrows and eyel ashes. Her bald head is not
at all unattractive, in fact exudes an aura of sensual
nudity. |Indeed, her whol e being exudes sensuality.
(This is a racial characteristic, not a deliberate
presence.) She approaches Kirk

(NOTE: Throughout this sequence, Sulu eyes ILIAwth
unrestrained admration.)

ILIA
Li eutenant Ilia reporting for
duty, sir.

Kl RK

(formally; rising)
Wel come aboard, Lieutenant.

ACRGCSS | LI'A TO DECKER 99

as Illia starts to speak, suddenly stops: she has just



then noticed Decker, who has stepped fromhis station
to face her. For an electronic nonent their eyes neet,
hol d i n unquestioned recognition.

DECKER
Hello, Ilia.

ILIA
(surprised)

Kirk has observed this with surprise and sone concern
(it presages possible conplications). Decker turns to
Kirk, slightly unconfortable at this.

DECKER
| was stationed on the Lieutenant's
home pl anet sonme years ago..

Ilia looks fromKirk back to Decker, puzzled at his
sl eeve stri pes.

ILIA
(eyes his rank
stripes)
" Commander' Decker?

KI RK
Qur Exec and Science Oficer...

DECKER

(bitingly)
Captain Kirk has the utnost
confidence in ne.

Kirk flashes a hard gl ance at Decker, then toward
Ilia too.

Kl RK
(poi nt edl y)
And in you, too, Lieutenant.

I LI A
My oath of celibacy is on record
Captain. May | assunme ny duties?

Wil e respectful, her tone of voice has been just as
firmas Kirk's.

KI RK
By all neans.



100 ACRGCSS Kl RK TO UHURA 100
recei ving a nessage, now relaying it.

UHURA
Captain, Starfleet reports our
| ast six crew nmenbers ready to
beam up. .
(puzzl ed)
but one of themis refusing
to step into the transporter.

Just as Kirk a nonent before was tense, now suddenly
he's rel axed agai n; he rises.

Kl RK
(pl eased)
h? 1'lIl see that he beans up...

And he hurries fromthe bridge, onto the elevator, is
gone. A nonent of puzzled silence, then:

DECKER
M. Sulu, take Lieutenant Ilia
i n hand.
SULU
(startl ed)
Sir...?

(t hen under st ands)
Yes, of course...

(to Ilia)
Your pre-programm ng is already
set in, Lieutenant.

Sulu has al nost tripped getting out of his chair. He
starts offering Ilia his hand, then thinks better of

It, wthdraws it abruptly, imedi ately busies hinself
punchi ng out equations on her console... AD LIBS,

“It's all on the conputer. You'll have no problem.."
Sulu is nervous, fluttery around this |lovely creature --
now hits a wong switch. Produces a BEEPI NG SOUND whi ch
he funbles to shut off. She smles; speaks quietly,
repeats:

ILIA
|"msworn to celibacy, Mster
Sul u. That makes ne as safe
as any human fenal e.

Sul u catches her eye but before he can reply, Decker has



moved in beside Ilia.

DECKER
| now the Captain nmeant no person-
al insult.

ILIA
(eyes on consol e)
| woul d never take advantage of
a sexual ly i mmature species.
(1 ooks at him
You can assure himthat's true,
can't you?

Clearly, the remark carries special, persona
si gni fi cance.

101 I NT. TRANSPORTER ROOM 101

102 102

Kirk entering as Rand and her assistant electronically
list the last of the five arrivals who are | eaving the
Transporter Chanber. Kirk calls through intercomto
the last arrival, a young fenal e Yeonan.

Kl RK
Yeoman, what was the problem
down t here?

YEOVAN
(through intercom
He insisted we go first, sir.
Sai d sonet hi ng about first seeing
how it scranbl ed our nol ecul es.

Kl RK
Thank you, Yeoman
(hits transmt control)
Starfleet , this is Captain Kirk
The officer is to be beaned up
i mredi at el y!

103 ANGLE ON THE CHAMBER (O 103

A nonent, then again the GENERATI NG HUW NG and then

the famliar BEAM NG EFFECT. And then you SEE M COY

He fully MATERI ALI ZES. He | ooks hinself over as if in

pl eased surprise he is still in one piece. CAMERA PANS
McCoy fromthe Transporter Chanber to Kirk who is hav-
ing a hard tinme containing his anmusenent and deli ght.



Kl RK
Well, for a man who swore he'd
never return to Starfleet...

Mc COY
(flat, tight)
What happened, Captain, sir, was
that your revered Adm ral Nogura

invoked a little known -- and
sel dom used -- reserve activation
cl ause. ..

(snaps)

in sinpler |anguage, Captain,
sir, they drafted ne!

Kl RK
(straight-faced)
They didn't...!

Kirk has offered his hand, but McCoy is already flaring:

Mc COY
This was your idea!l It was
your idea, wasn't it!

Kl RK
Bones, there's a 'thing' out
there --

Mc COY

-- Way is any object we don't
understand called a '"thing' ?

Kl RK
(conti nues)
-- headed this way. | need you..
Mc COY
Were you behind this?
KI RK
(nods)
Bones, | need you badly.

Kirk extends his hand agai n; McCoy del ays sone nonents
-- then finally responds. And once done, it is the |ong
hand clasp of two old friends reunited despite their

di fferences. Now McCoy turns to Rand.

M COY
Perm ssion to conme aboard, sir?
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108

109

RAND
(el at ed)
Perm ssion granted, sir!

And McCoy noves toward the door, grunbling

Mc COY
| hear Chapel's an NMD now; |
need a top nurse, not a doctor
who' || argue every di agnosis..
And - -

Even when he's in the corridor his grunbling trails
after him

Mc COY
(conti nui ng)
t hey' ve probably redesigned
si ckbay, too. Engineers love to
change t hi ngs.

FULL ON KI RK 104

as he gazes fondly after the grunbling McCoy, and now
turns to the intercom flips it on:

Kl RK
Al'l decks, this is the Captain.
Prepare or inmedi ate departure.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE - MONTAGE DEPARTURE SCENES 105

108
Bul kheads cl osing, feed |ines disengaging, main
ENG NES HUMinto |life, crew personnel hurrying to
| aunch stations. SHOTS of cargo deck, down to
Engi neering Section slamm ng shut. Drydock area
clearing, work lights go out, warning |ights go on.

| NT. BRI DGE 109
Al'l flight positions manned, ready.

UHURA
Dock control reports ready, sir.

SULU
Hel m ready, sir.

ILIA
Orbital departure on plot, sir.
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111

112

113

114

117

UHURA
Yard command signaling clear,

sir.

Kl RK
Maneuvering thrusters, Mster
Sul u.

SULU
Maneuvering thrusters, sir.

Kl RK
Hol d stati on.

SULU

(wor ki ng control s)
Thrusters at station-keeping, sir.

EXT. EARTH ORBIT - ENTERPRI SE AND DRYDOCK (S) 110

The starship wthin the drydock, but now the maneuver -
ing -- thrusters spurt pinpoints of BLUE-LAME. The
drydock is ready for the starship's departure -- not

a single pod or shuttlecraft in sight. The starship

| oons majestically within the [ acework girders.

OM TTED 111
I NT. BRI DGE 112

as Kirk hesitates just an instant, seens to hold his
breat h. Then:

Kl RK
Thrusters ahead, M ster Sul u.
Take us out.

EXT. EARTH ORBIT 113

The maneuvering -- thrusters spurt nore BLUE FLAME
The Enterprise begi ns novi ng, DOM NATI NG SCREEN as
It noves majestically fromthe drydock

THEME MJUSI C I N AND UP

CLOSER ANGLES - ENTERPRI SE (S5) 114

117
enphasi zing fine detail reality of both drydock and
starshi p as saucer section energes. Tiny space-
suited human figures watch the departing ship.



117A I NT. ENG NEERI NG SECTI ON 117A

118

119

120

CAMERA HOLDS ON STARSHI P until conpletely clear
of the orbital dock

Here in Engi neering Section, the ENG NE THROBBI NG
SLOALY BUI LDS to a THUNDERI NG SOUND. A gl ow from
the central unit indicates anti-matter intermx
underway. The Engi neering Section shudders as the
great engi nes draw nore and nore power.

SCOrIT
Interm x set, Bridge, inpulse
power at your discretion.

I NT. BRI DGE - FAVORI NG KI RK 118

as he hesitates just an instant. This is the nonent
he's awaited, and to himit is equally as sensuous

and gratifying as making | ove -- which, perhaps, he
IS -- to his mstress: The Enterpri se.

Kl RK
(after a nonent)
| mpul se power, M Sul u.
Ahead Warp point-five.

EXT. THE ENTERPRI SE (S) 119

The maneuvering jets turn off, the inpulse drive gl ows.
The Enterprise begins noving perceptibly faster --
behi nd her, the drydock dimnishing rapidly in size.

KI RK
Departure angle on viewer.

CHEKOV
Departure angl e.

We SEE viewer IMAGE SWTCH to a departing view of

| ovely bluish, cloud-laced image of Earth as it grows
smal ler, smaller, dw ndling quickly as the starship
gat hers speed.

Kl RK
Vi ewer ahead.

And viewer | MAGE SWTCHED to show the star patterned
space ahead.

EXT. SPACE - SATURN 120
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with its colorful rings and nmultiple noons FILLING a
maj or portion of the FRAME

KIRK (V. Q)
Captain's Log, stardate 7412. 6.
2.7 hours from | aunch. ..

I NT. BRI DGE - FAVORI NG THE VI EVEER 121

Al'l hands tense with the excitenent of the journey,
on the viewer Saturn -- and its rings -- are falling
away (BEHI ND US). OVER this:

KIRK (V. Q)
(concer ned)
in order to intercept the
Intruder at the earliest possible
time, we nust now ri sk engaging
Warp drive while still within the
sol ar system ..

End of | og.
ANGLE ON DECKER - SCI ENCE STATI ON 122

punching in equations on his console, reaching a
r eadi ng:

DECKER
Captai n, assum ng we have ful
Warp capability, accelerating to
Warp Seven on | eavi ng sol ar system
will bring us to IP with the
Intruder in twenty point one hours.

122A I NCLUDE I LI A 122A

123

Checki ng her consol e.

ILIA
Science Oficer's conputations
confirmed, sir.

And Decker and Ilia glance at each other -- and again,
you know there is sonething nore than casual in this.

ANGLE ON THE ELEVATOR DOORS 123

as they open, and McCoy appears, wal ks over to Kirk
who swings his chair around to face him MCoy is
hi s usual dour self.



124

Kl RK

Well, Bones, do the new nedica
facilities neet with your
approval ?

Mc COY

They do not. It's |ike working
in a dammed conputer center.

Kl RK
(turning to Decker)
Progranmm ng ready?

DECKER
Program set for standard Warp
entry, Captain..

Kirk starts to swng his chair to normal position --
Decker calls:

DECKER
(conti nui ng)
but | still recomend

further sinulation study.

Kl RK
M ster Decker; every minute
bri ngs that object nearer Earth!
(using intercom
Engi neering! Stand by for
Warp Drive.

McCoy is watching Kirk, a bit surprised at his abrupt-
ness to Decker.

SCOIT' S | NTERCOM VA CE
(worri ed)
Captain, we need further Warp
simul ation on the fl ow sensors..

KI RK
Engi neer, we need Warp speed now

Me COY

(very gently)
You' re pushing Jim Your people
know t heir jobs.

Kirk flashes McCoy a gl ance of annoyance -- then back
to using intercom

I NT. ENG NEERI NG

124



The main interm x chanbers GLONNG with power; the LOW
RUMBLE of the mamin engines comng to life.

The CAMERA FI NDS Scott in the chanber:

SCOrT
(into intercom
Hol d one m nute, please, Captain --

He steps to his console where an ASST. ENG NEER i s
wor ki ng a conputer, studying the readouts, punching
buttons, etc. Scott stands over him grimy observ-
ing. Finally, the Asst. sinply shrugs with frustration.

ASST.
That's it, sir; | can't do any
better.
SCOTT
(grim
Aye, lad...

(into intercom

It's borderline on the simulator,
Captain: | canna guarantee that
she'Il...

125 I NT. BRI DGE 125

as Kirk, annoyed, interrupts Scott on the intercom

Kl RK
Warp Drive, M Scott.
McCoy still watches curiously as Kirk turns to the
hel m
Kl RK

(conti nui ng)
Ahead Warp One, M Sul u.

SULU
Accelerating to Warp One, sir

Sulu noves his controls forward -- everyone waits
tensely -- and then we HEAR THE | NCREASI NG THROB OF
THE ACCELERATI NG ENG NES.

SULU
(conti nui ng)
Warp point seven... point eight
ni ne. ..
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129

EXT. SPACE THE ENTERPRI SE - AFT AND AHEAD (S) 126

W SEE the WARP POWNER EFFECT build up between the en-
gine "nacelles" -- then the starship nakes the QUANTUM
LEAP into warp drive. The stars ahead shift, streak

col ors pul sating and changi ng as the shift exceeds the
wave | engths of the light spectrum-- and the stars
congeal into a MASS ahead.

I NT. BRIDGE - PAST KIRK TO THE VI EVER (O 127

as the viewer shows the sane WARP DRI VE EFFECT. or
anot her noment all remain tense, and then all at once
rel ax, release their breaths. Sm | es.

SULU
Warp One, sir.

Kirk smles, pleased, starts swinging his chair around,
at the sane tine calling:

Kl RK
M . Decker --

Kirk never finishes the word. At that instant, on the
viewer, a WORVHOLE DI STORTI ON: a sudden SPI RALI NG OF
STARS AND FLUI D LI GHT narrowing into a VORTEX into
whi ch the Enterprise hurtles. A space trap, a deadly
pandenoni um of ALARM KLAXONS, BELLS, VO CES:

Kl RK
(conti nui ng)
Wrmhol e! ... Get us back on
i mpul se power! Full reversel!

EXT. SPACE - THE ENTERPRI SE (S) 128

Enterprise has been caught in a matter-tine distortion,
sucked into a cylindrical "hole in space" (the Wrm
hol e distortion), stars and pl anets becone strange,

el ongated shapes, wth the Enterprise drawn deeper

and deeper into the vortex.

| NT. BRI DGE 129
The KLAXONS and BELLS CONTI NUE, and the crew respondi ng:

SULU
Negati ve helmcontrol, Captain
Goi ng reverse on inmpul se power...!
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UHURA

Subspace frequencies are jamed

by Wbrmhol e effect!

COVMPUTER VO CE
(terse, flat)
Collision alert...!
Collision alert...!

(Note: Conputer alert continues through entire scene.)

DECKER

(consulting his viewer)

Negative control frominertial

lag wll continue 22 point five
seconds before forward velocity

slows to sub-1ight speed.

I LIA
Uni dentified small object has
been pulled into the wornhol e
wth us, Captain! Drectly
ahead. . .!

Kl RK

Forcefields up full! Put object

on viewer...!

ANGLE ON THE MAIN VI EVER (O

showi ng (a magnification view) of a tiny point of |ight

directly ahead. Meanwhil e,

order to Sulu: "Go to Manual override!™

Kirk shouts an AD LI BBED

Sul u AD LI BS,

“"No manual response...!" (Through all this, MCoy
stands frozen, waiting -- and expecting -- the worse.)
Meanwhil e, Ilia has reached over to Sulu's consol e,

hits a button, AD LIBBING "Navigational
..!'" And then with al arned di smay:

com ng up.

ILIA
Navi gati onal deflectors
i noperative. ..
(consul ting her
consol e, al arned)
Directional control also
i noperative, Captain...

DECKER
Wor mhol e di stortion has over -
| oaded mai n power systens...!

def |l ectors

130
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CLOSE ON MAIN VI EVMER (O 131

The picture is switched through two further |evels of
magni fication, enlarging the object: an el ongat ed,

di storted, pitted asteroid, tunbling toward the Enter-
prise on a collision course.

Kl RK
(toward I1ia)
Tinme to inpact...?

| LI A
Twel ve seconds. . .!

Kl RK
M. Chekov, stand by on the
phasers. . .!

DECKER
(racing to Chekov's
station)
Del ay that phaser order! Arm
phot on t or pedoes. ..

ANOTHER ANGLE - McCOY NOTI Cl NG KI RK 133

who has just glanced, surprised at Decker (for counter-
mandi ng the phaser order) -- and for a split instant,
Kirk seems confused. McCoy reacts with enlightennent
as, neanwhil e:

ANOTHER ANGLE - THE VI EMER (O 134
The obj ect even | arger.

CHEKOV
Phot on torpedoes arned...!

ILIA
bject is an asteroid, reading
nmass poi nt seven. ..
(consul ting instrunments)
| npact in eight seconds...
seven... six... five..

DECKER
Fire torpedoes...!

CHEKOV
(punchi ng button)
Tor pedoes away. . . !
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EXT. SPACE - PAST THE ENTERPRI SE AND THE ASTERQ D (S) 135

as the starship's photon torpedo tubes EJECT GLON NG
BALLS OF LI GHT ENERGY, which seens to float toward the
oncom ng asteroid, alnost too slowy. And in these

bri ef seconds, the asteroid hurtles at the Enterprise,
the huge pitted rock growi ng even |arger than the ship
itself. It FILLS THE SCREEN, as the photon torpedoes
hit, disintegrating the asteroid into thousands of
fragnments. Instantly, these fragnents pul verize them
selves on the ship's forward forcefield and defl ector
screens. The smaller pieces burn up on inpact, clearly
outlining the ship's forcefield barriers.

I NT. BRI DGE - | NCLUDI NG MAIN VI EMER (O 136

The asteroid fragnents still smashing into the force

field screen; the snmaller bits |ike SPARKLERS as im

pact heat consunes them The |arger sections bouncing
away, the bridge QU VERI NG as they hit.

Then one final gigantic fragnent strikes, the bridge
SHUDDERS. And then the viewer shows only the nornal
SUB- WARP EFFECT: The stars ahead, relatively station-
ary; a feeling of notion, but snmooth, visually normal.

CHEKOV
(relieved)
We're out of it...!

DECKER
W are at warp point eight.
Position report, Navigator..?

SULU
Hel m control restored, sir.

ILIA
Computi ng new i nterception
cour se.

UHURA
Communi cati ons are nornal,
Capt ai n.

CHEKOV

(to Kirk)
Negati ve damage report, sir.
(to McCoy)

No casualties reported, sir.

Me COY



137

138

(tight)
Wong, M. Chekov, there are
casualties. My wits!

(to Kirk, indignant)
As in 'frightened-out-of'...

DECKER
(into intercom
Engineer... report status there.

I NT. ENG NEERI NG

with Scott and his crew pouring over the instrunments --
all seemvery grim Scott, quite preoccupied, now
speaks into the intercom

SCOrT
In just a second, Exec; we're
pi cki ng up the pieces down here.

I NT. BRI DGE

Kirk seemng to collect his thoughts now -- he gives
Decker a | ook, uses the intercom hinself:

KI RK
Warp Drive as soon as possi bl e,
M. Scott.

SCOIT' S | NTERCOM VA CE
(protesting)
Captain, it was our anti-nmatter
i mbal ance that created the
wornmhole in the first place. It
wi || happen again if we don't
correct it.

Kl RK
That object out there is |less
than two days fromEarth, M ster
Scott. We've got to intercept
while it still is out there!

SCOIT' S | NTERCOM VA CE
(near annoyed)
Aye, we understand that sir!
We' re doi ng our best.

as Kirk flips off the intercom rises determ nedly,
faces Decker

Kl RK

137
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M. Decker, 1'd like to see you
in my quarters.

(toward hel m
You have the conn, M. Sul u.

Mc COY
(to Kirk)
Mnd if | tag al ong?

Kirk gives McCoy an annoyed | ook, then strides to the
el evator. Decker, grim follows -- MCoy brings up
the rear as they EXIT.

ANGLE FAVORI NG | LI A

gazing worriedly at the just-closed el evator doors,
as Sulu is punching figures into his console.

SULU
Mai nt ai ni ng war p poi nt
eight; | show our new headi ng

as 287 point three Mark 105.
Ilia"'s attention is directed toward Decker.

SULU
(continuing; gently
rem ndi ng)
Li eutenant Ilia...?

ILIA
(a beat; then

qui ckly)
Confirmed, M. Sulu. Confirned.

And she punches in sone equations, then again peers
up at the doors where she | ast saw Decker. She is
very concer ned.

I NT. KIRK'S QUARTERS

The doors opening, Kirk entering, MCoy noves to b.g.
whi | e Decker stands attentively, waiting as Kirk
turns to him

Kl RK
Expl anation, M. Decker: Wy was
nmy phaser order countermanded?

DECKER
(cool, polite)
Sir, the Enterprise redesign
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i ncreases phaser power by
channeling it through the main
engi nes. Wien they went into
anti-matter inbal ance, the
phasers were automatically cut
of f.

Kirk is surprised by this information, perhaps slight-
ly chagrined. After a beat:

Kl RK
Then you acted properly, of course.
DECKER
Thank you, sir. I'"'msorry | enbar-
rassed you.
Kl RK
You saved the ship.
DECKER
(cool |l y)
|'"'maware of that, sir.
Kl RK
(flaring)
Stop conpeting with ne, Decker!
DECKER
Perm ssion to speak freely, sir?
Kl RK
(tight)
G ant ed.
DECKER

Sir, you haven't |ogged a single
star hour in tw and a half years.
That, plus your unfamliarity

with the ship's design -- in ny
opinion, sir, seriously jeopardizes
our m ssion.

Kirk reacts with anger. Struggles for and regains
control .

KI RK
| trust you will... nursemaid ne
through these difficulties, Mster?

DECKER
Yes, sir, |I'll do that.
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143

Kirk peers at Decker, who stands facing him
det erm nedl y.

Kl RK
Then I won't keep you from your
duti es any | onger, Comrander.
(whirling at MCoy)
Yes, Doctor?

Kirk's last |ine has drowned out Decker's "Aye, sir."
McCoy says nothing, waits until Decker is gone and the
door cl oses behind him Then:

Mc COY
He may not be wong, Jim
OM TTED 141
142
I NT. CORRI DOR 143
Decker noving toward an el evator -- the el evator doors
open, and there is Ilia. She steps out, faces him
ILIA

Was he difficult?

DECKER
No nore than | expected
(hesit at es)
Not as difficult as this. I'm
sorry. ..

ILIA
That you left? or that you didn't
say 'goodbye'?

DECKER
If I1'"d seen you again, would you
have been able to say it?

ILIA
(long hesitation;
t hen shakes head)
No.

Ilia whirls, noves toward her stateroom door, which



snaps open, then closes behind her. Decker stands
gazing at the door, renenbering, regretful.

144 OM TTED 144
144A INT. KIRK'S CABIN - KIRK AND M:COY 144A
Kl RK
Get out of here, Bones.
Mc COY
(shakes head)
As ship's doctor, | am now

di scussi ng the subject of
command fitness.

Kirk's expression hardens.

KI RK
Make your point, Doctor.

Mc COY

The point, Captain, is that it's
you who's conpeting...

(a beat, as Kirk reacts)
You pul l ed every string in the
book short of blackmail to get
the Enterprise -- maybe even
that. And when this mssion is
over, you have no intention of
gi ving her back.

Kl RK
(tight)
| intend to keep her, is that
what you're saying, Doctor?

Mc COY
It's an obsession -- that can
blind you so far nore i mredi ate
-- and critical responsibilities.
Your reaction to Decker is an
exanpl e.

Kirk studies hima beat; has MCoy touched a nerve?
Sonet hing Kirk hinmself m ght have been unaware of ?
Kirk starts speaking, but is interrupted by:

UHURA' S | NTERCOM VA CE
Bridge to Captain.

144B  ANGLE TO | NCLUDE CABI N VI EVER 144B
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146

as Kirk turns to it.

Kl RK
Vi ewer on.

At his VO CE COWAND, the viewer cones on with AN | MAGE
of Uhura at her consol e.

UHURA FROM VI EVER
Signal from a Federation-registered
| ong-range shuttle, sir. She
w shes to cone al ongsi de, and
| ock on.

Kl RK
For what purpose?

On the viewer, Chekov's | MAGE replaces Unura.

CHEKOV
It is a courier, Captain. G ade
One priority. Non-belligerency
confirmed.

Kl RK
Very well, M. Chekov, see to it.
Vi ewer of f.

Vi ewer | MAGE FADES. Kirk turns back to McCoy whose
question of Kirk's fitness still hangs there between
them Eye to eye - then, finally:

Kl RK
(conti nui ng)
Your... opinion has been noted,

Doct or .
(beat)
I's there anything further?

Mc COY
| hope not.

Kirk nods, exits. MCoy watches himgo, hoping his
poi nt has gotten through.

OM TTED 145
EXT. SPACE - THE SHUTTLE (S) 146

traveling at a rapid speed; it carries warp-capacity
nacel |l es which dwarf the smaller to 10 position
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150

shuttl e fusel age. The CAMERA HOLD ON THE SHUTTLE

as it overtakes the Enterprise, the ENTERPRI SE COwW
NG I NTO VIEW and the shuttle slow ng and begi nni ng
to nove between the starship's giant nacelles.

EXT. SPACE - THROUGH W NDOW I N OFFI CERS' LOUNGE -
THE ENTERPRI SE AND THE SHUTTLE (S)

About the size of a fighter airplane floating in over
the vastness of an aircraft carrier. The shuttle
slows further, hovering now Then its fusel age pod
detaches fromthe warp drive nacelles -- the pod
nmoving slowy but precisely toward the starship's
command ai rl ock.

| NT. POD HATCH ENTRY AREA

as we HEAR the CLANK and WHOOSH of the Al RLOCK MECHAN-
| SM Chekov is standing by wth a security man.

A nmonment | ater the hatch slips open - TO REVEAL

Spock. A proud Spock, inpassively Wul can, al nost
contenptuously aloof. Hs hair is nowtrinmed in
neat Vul can style; he wears Vulcan attire sinple,
civilian, utilitarian.)

SPOCK
Perm ssion to conme aboard, sir?

CHEKOV
Ganted, sir! G anted!

Spock is already noving out of the pod entry area, im
passive, no greeting on his lips; no friendship in his
expressi on.

EXT. SPACE - THE SHUTTLE LEAVI NG
pul ling away from Enterprise.
| NT. BRI DGE

The el evator doors open, and there is Spock. It takes
everyone a nonent to believe their eyes. Then, the
Bridge crew AD LIB their surprise and pl easure.

Kl RK
Spock...! Spock, where...how ..?

Kirk, smling, is noving toward Spock wi th hand out -
stretched. But Spock has already turned and noved
toward the science consol e where Decker sits.

147
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SPOCK
Commander, if | may...?

150A AT SCI ENCE CONSCOLE 150A

It takes Decker a nmonent to realize that Spock wants
to take over the console. He begins getting to his
feet, throwng Kirk a look. But Kirk's attention is
totally on SPOCK. And Spock is already intent on com
putations he is beginning to punch into the science
consol e conput er

SPOCK
| have been nonitoring your
Starfleet transm ssions, Captain,
your engi ne design difficulties.

Spock continues to punch information into the science
conmputer -- a nonitor screen | MAGE begins to show com
pl ex equations which Spock inspects -- he nakes a
further conputer punch out and inspects a second nonitor
| MAGE of other equations. Only then does Spock seemto
becone aware of Kirk and Decker standing there with
qguesti oni ng expressi ons.

SPOCK
(conti nui ng)

| offer ny services as Science
Oficer.

Kirk starts to grin -- then renmenbers to wipe it off
his face as he turns to Decker.

KI RK
| f our Executive Oficer has no
obj ections...?

DECKER
(interrupting)
O course not. |I'm aware of
M ster Spock's qualifications.

Kl RK
(grinning openly now,
turns, calls)
M ster Chekov, |log M ster Spock's
Starfl eet comm ssion reactivat ed;
list himas Science Oficer; both
effective i medi ately.

151 ANGLE TO | NCLUDE ELEVATOR DOORS 151



as they SNAP open -- MCoy and Chapel appear. Chape
sees Spock at the science console -- she noves in
qui ckly, overjoyed. Even MCoy seens pl eased.

CHAPEL
M. Spock...!!!
Mc COY
So help ne, I'mactually

pl eased to see you

But as Chapel crosses to Spock, her pleased smle

bri ghtening her whole face, Spock turns, dism sses her
presence with a cold disinterested gl ance -- Chapel
stops, stands dunbfounded. Spock gives McCoy a simlar
gl ance - turns back to his consol e readi ngs as:

UHURA
That's how we all feel, Mster..

The sane col d gl ance causes Unhura to stop in md-
sentence. Several grins directed toward Spock are now
fading frombridge crew faces. Spock has turned back
again for a last quick reading at the console and now
stands -- totally ignoring everyone el se as he speaks
coolly, unenotionally to Kirk:

SPOCK
Wth your permssion, | will now
di scuss these fuel equations with
t he Engi neer.

Kirk nmanages a nod, a bit dunbfounded hinself at Spock's
strange manner. Spock heads for the elevator -- puz-

zl ed expressions fromthe entire bridge crew. Then

Kirk calls after him very sincerely:

Kl RK
M ster Spock, wel cone aboard!

Spock continues onto the el evator w thout any acknow
| edgnent, | eaves. Kirk gl ances, perplexed, at MCoy.
McCoy, equally perpl exed, shrugs.

Mc COY
Never look a gift Vulcan in the
ears, Jim
152 EXT. SPACE - THE ENTERPRI SE (S) 152

traveling past the stars, sub-warp. OVER this:
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154

155

KIRK (V. Q)
(buoyant)
Captain's Log. Stardate 7413. 4.
Thanks to M. Spock's tinely
arrival - and assistance...

I NT. ENG NEERI NG - SPOCK AND SCOTT 153

Scott making an interm x chanmber reading with a hand-
held timer-tenperature device which emts SIGNALS while
Spock now in regulation uniformand hair trim mnakes
adjustnents in the circuitry of a panel conplex. Dur-
ing the followng, they will react as if they' ve sol ved
t he engi ne problem

KIRK (V. Q)
(conti nues)
: we have the engi nes rebal anced
into full warp capacity. Repair
time |l ess than three hours..

I NT. BRIDGE - ALL BRI DGE CREW EXCEPT SPOCK 154

Sulu at the helm accelerating; just a touch of tense-
ness in crew as they nove toward the speed which
earlier threw theminto the "wornhol e" effect.

KIRK (V. Q)
(conti nues)
whi ch nmeans we will now be
able to intercept Intruder while
still nore than a day from Earth.

ANGLE | NCLUDI NG MAIN VI EMER (O 155

Stars accelerating as Sulu calls off:

SULU
Warp point eight... point nine..

The vi ewer shows the QUANTUM LEAP into warp drive. The
stars ahead shift, streak and congeal into WARP EFFECT
MASS.

SULU
(conti nui ng)
Warp one, sir.

The others wait, then show relief as:



156

SULU
(conti nui ng)
Warp two, sir... warp three..

He conti nues to seven.

SCOTT' S | NTERCOM VA CE
Engi neering to Bridge... New
i nterm x bal ance hol di ng st eady.
She's not even straining!

INT. OFFICER S LOUNGE (O 156

Where, first, CAVMERA SHOOTS THROUGH THE W NDOW t he
nyriad of stars, space, the whole magnificent vista.
In the | ounge, enpty but for them are Kirk and MCoy
-- obviously awaiting Spock, who ENTERS and presents
hi nsel f col d and al oof as before:

SPOCK
Reporting as ordered, Captain.

Kl RK
Sit down, please.

Spock renmai ns standi ng, addresses Kirk:

SPOCK
Sir, I would appreciate Dr. MCoy
absenting hinmself fromthis
i ntervi ew

Kl RK
I want hi m here.
(i ndi cating)
Sit down!

For an instant, it |ooks |like Spock will refuse. Then,
he conplies but sits formally, rigidly. He ignores
McCoy totally.

Kl RK
You' ve reported that you felt
strong thought enotions. A
group of mnds froma space
vessel ? Coul d you nmake out any
pl an, anything to do with
Eart h?

SPOCK
(still formally)
Negative, Captain. | could sense



only what seenmed an al npost
omni sci ent pattern of perfect

logic. | can explain nothing
nore; | understand nothing nore.
Kirk is clearly disappointed -- and a bit unconfortable

about what he nust ask next. He exchanges a gl ance
wi th McCoy, then:

Kl RK
Also -- there was nothing in your
report about why you're here.

SPOCK
That inquiry invades ny persona
life, Captain.

Mc COY

Spock, we've already guessed why
you' re here..

Kl RK
| inquired about you -- | earned
you were studying with the
Masters. ..

Al t hough Spock has been alnost infuriatingly enotionless,
his expression shifts slightly. MCoy indicates this:

Mc COY
That flicker of enotion confirns
our guess. You failed.

SPOCK
(facing McCoy for
the first tine)
Your deductions do you credit,
Doctor... if your puerile
curiosity does not.

Mc COY
(not in amusenent)
And now, anger, Spock?

Spock | ooks straight ahead -- his face instantly com
posed to al nost total blankness.

SPOCK
(beat; nods)
| still contain fragments of ny
human hal f.



Kl RK
And what ever you sensed out here...

SPOCK
I's ny only hope of acconplishing
what the Masters coul d not.

Mc COY
If you achieve perfect |ogic, Spock,
you'll pay a price. It's given

your planet ten thousand years of
peace, but no poetry's been witten
since then, no nusic.

Spock has conme to his feet fast - but Kirk is on his
feet too, confronting him During which:

Kl RK
Let it drop, Bones.
(to Spock)

You are my Science Oficer -- 1'I1
expect an inmmedi ate report on
anything further you | earn or sense
from here on

SPOCK
| have accepted service here as
a Starfleet officer... sir.
Kl RK
(nods)

I know this has been painful, Spock.
For nme too. Thank you.

Spock EXITS. Kirk and McCoy exchange a troubl ed | ook,
then EXIT too as CAMERA CENTERS AGAI N ON OBSERVATI ON
W NDOW the view of space there.

157 OM TTED 157
159 159
159A INT. BRIDGE - CLOSE ON CHEKOV' S HAND 159A

pushing red alert. The ALERT SOUNDS; the red lights
begi n FLASHI NG

CHEKOV' S VA CE
Red alert! Red alert!

160 BRI DGE ANGLE - | NCLUDI NG MAI N VI EVER 160



Al'l regulars in position (different uniforns), extra
CREW hurrying in fromelevators to nan the renai nder
of the console positions. Decker is making a bridge

circuit.
Kl RK
Ful |l mag on vi ewer!
Sulu hits a control -- viewer seenms to ZOOM AHEAD and

In the distance we SEE a point of |ight which grows
into the LUM NESCENT CLOUD. The sane as seen by the

Kl i ngons and Starfleet's Epsilon N ne station. Mster-
I ous, beautiful, and nenaci ng.

Kl RK
(conti nui ng)
Li nguacode?

UHURA
Continuing friendship nessages on
all frequencies, sir.

CHEKOV
Al'l decks and divisions confirm
status red.

SPOCK
(flat, inpassive)
W are being scanned, Captain.

161 ANOTHER ANGLE - ACRGCSS KI RK (AND DECKER) TO SPOCK 161
as Kirk whirls toward Spock's station, calls out:

Kl RK
Do not return scan, M. Spock
It may be msinterpreted as
hostility!

SPOCK
| ntruder scans emanate from
t he exact cloud center.
Energy of a type entirely un-
known to ne.

UHURA
(after a nonent)
No response to friendship
nmessages, Captain.

CHEKOV
Should I go to battle stations,



Kl RK
Negative, W'Il|l take no prov-
ocative action.

Decker has reacted sharply, disapprovingly, to this:

DECKER
Recommend def ensi ve post ure,
Captai n: Screens and shi el ds.

Kl RK
No. .
( pause)
that could al so be msinter-
preted as hostile, M. Decker
(to Spock)
Cl oud conposition, M. Spock?

SPOCK
Twel ve power energy field --

SULU
(in disbelief)
-- twelve power?!

DECKER

(urgently)
Captain, we've seen what their

weapons can do. Shoul dn't we

take every possible precaution -- ?
KI RK
M Decker. ...
SPOCK
(interrupting)
Captain, | suspect there's an

obj ect at the heart of that cl oud.

KI RK
(cool)
M. Decker, I will not provoke
an attack, If that order isn't
clear to you..

DECKER
(interrupting in md
sent ence)
Captain, as your Exec, it's ny
duty to point out alternatives.



162

A nmorment of thought fromKirk.

I LI A
Five mnutes to C oud boundary!

Kl RK

(a | ook)
| stand corrected M. Decker

(toward I[1ia)
Navi gator, lay in a conic section
flight path into the cloud center;
bring us parallel to whatever
we find in there...

FAVORI NG THE VI EVER (O 162

The C oud has now grown so large it DOM NATES THE
ENTI RE VIEWER. Sulu hits a button, reducing magnif-
cation. Imedi ately, the CLOUD di m ni shes in size --
but al nost instantly begi ns GRON NG AGAI N. Decker's
annoyance (with Kirk) suddenly seens to dissipate as
his total attention is diverted to the cl oud.

162A  ANOTHER ANGLE - SPOCK, DECKER AND Kl RK

Decker turning to Spock

DECKER
That measures twel ve power?
Ten thousands of starships couldn't
generate that rnuch..

Decker trails his words, realizing that Spock isn't
hearing a word. Spock's attention is on the O S. main
viewer, totally absorbed by sonething he's feeling.

He is slowy rising fromhis seat, stepping forward --
Kirk beconmes conscious of this, turns and sees Spock's
strange expression. Before he can speak:

SPOCK
They have... they have been
comuni cating wth us. | sense

puzzl emrent. Way have we
not replied?

Kl RK
Conmmuni cated wi th us how?

Spock shakes his head... then reacts as if sensing or
t heori zing sonething further. He turns, noves quickly
to his console, begins there as if searching for somnething.

162A



163

164

165

166

I nterrupted by anot her ALARM KLAXON

DECKER
Signal nedical alert, Mster
Chekov!

COVWPUTER VA CE
Incom ng fire. Ahead. Zero,
mark, zero
Incomng fire. Ahead. Zero,
mark, zero

FULL ON THE MAIN VI EVER (O 163

showi ng a VWH PLASH ENERGY BOLT streaking fromthe
Cl oud!

KIRK (O S.)
Forcefields now ..! Deflectors
up full
SULU (O S.)
Commenci ng evasi ve
maneuvers. .. |
Bridge begins to tilt.
REVERSE ANGLE 164
CHEKOV

Forcefields and defl ectors up
full, Captain.

EXT. SPACE - ENTERPRI SE (S) 165

The WHI PLASH ENERGY BOLT speeds toward the Enterprise,
whi ch veers sharply away now -- but WH PLASH FOLLOAS.

I NT. BRI DGE AND VI EMER (O 166

Wth the WH PLASH ENERGY BOLT on the main viewer,

cl oser and cl oser -- heading straight-on for the Star-
ship. Fromthe Bridge a CACOPHONY OF VO CES AND
SOUNDS, but all organized and disciplined with the

BRI DGE LI GHTI NG DI MM NG and t hen as though traveling
the last short distance (actually several mllion
mles) in the wwnk of an eye -- the WH PLASH OF ENERGY
STRI KES. The bridge |ights go out.

In the sudden darkness, the main viewer is all at once

a frantic, furious, pattern of GREEN-WH TE FLARI NG ENERGY,
acconpani ed by an EXPLOSI VE SHRILLING SOUND. It seens to
cling to the forcefields, the incredible energy of the



167

168

169

170

171

172

173

forcefield barriers.
FAVORI NG CHEKOV' S STATION (O

as a sheet of GREEN VWH PLASH ENERGY bursts from
Chekov's console -- a LASH of FLAME engul fs Chekov's
arm Automatic fire control nozzles SPURT FOAM over
himas he falls twisting and groaning in pain. Ilia
reacts first, crossing quickly to assist Chekov --
Decker joins her, taking over Chekov's console.

OM TTED
EXT. SPACE - THE ENTERPRI SE UNDER ATTACK (' S)

The SHEET OF WRI THI NG GREEN ENERGY envel opi ng t he
entire vessel, outlining it starkly. (And outlining,
too, the forcefield screens and deflectors -- batter-
ing at them seeking sonme gap through which to
penetrate.)

I NT. BRIDGE - FAVORI NG THE VI EVER (O

The bridge still darkened, and on the viewer the WH P-
LASH ENERGY spl attering the entire viewing screen with
GREEN ENERGY BRI LLI ANCE, forcing all to shield their
eyes agai nst the inpossible glare.

OM TTED
I NT. ENG NEERI NG

A snoki ng panel BURSTS I NTO A SHONER OF SPARKS AND
FLAME, spewi ng over and past Scott and his crew.

SCOTT
Bypass...! Alternate
| nt egr at or s!

| NT. BRI DGE AND VI EVER (O

as, first on the viewer, the WH PLASH ENERGY BOLT
EFFECT clings another nonent then begi ns FAD NG And
then it is gone. The bridge lights go on again.

El evat or doors open. Doctor Chapel and Medi cal Corps-
men arrive and cross imediately to where Ilia tends
to the injured Chekov.

SULU
The new screens held...!

SCOIT' S | NTERCOM VA CE

167

168

169

170

171

172

173



Engi neering to bridge; we cannot
hold full power on forcefields;
defl ector power is down seventy

percent!

173A CHEKOV' S STATI ON 173A

174

175

Over the following, we will HEAR Captain Kirk AD LIB
order; "Divert auxiliary systens power to deflectors!”
and SCOTT | NTERCOM VO CE answer: "All auxiliary power
to deflectors, sir." Meanwhile, Chapel and Corpsnen

gi ving nedical treatnment to Chekov who is in agony.
Chapel is about to give an injection.

I LI A
No, | can stop his pain.

The Del tan woman takes Chekov's upper armin both her
hands, kneadi ng her fingers deep into nerve centers --
Chekov's pain begins to quickly recede and he is al nost
startled by the sudden relief. Doctor Chapel, now
sprayi ng plasti-skin on the burned hand and wi st,
gives Ilia a surprised, approving | ook and a flicker

of female friendship passes between the Deltan and
Earth woman. (setting up a later story point)

CLOSE ON VI EVER (O 174

The energy brilliance gone now, we can SEE the CLOUD
Is very close -- the closest we have seen it yet, and
the Aurora effect is spectacular; a vast, dense bl an-
ket of SPARKLI NG FLARI NG COLOR

EMPHASI ZI NG SPOCK 175
whirling abruptly in his chair, addressing Kirk:

SPOCK
Captain, the Intruder has been
attenpting to comruni cate! Now
pl acing their transm ssion on
t he speaker. ..

| medi ately, fromthe SPEAKER we HEAR a SHRILL, |N-
CREDI BLY FAST BEEP

SPOCK
(conti nui ng)
frequency nore than one
mllion nmegahertz at such high
speed their entire nmessage | asts
only a mllisecond.



175A  ANOTHER ANGLE

176

177

178

Chapel and Corpsman are assisting Chekov fromthe
bridge (we'll have SEEN that the remarkable plasti-
skin sprayed on his hand has conpl etl ey covered the
ugly burn marks - he is even able to nove his fingers
a bit). Iliareturns to her station -- a relief CREW
WOVAN t akes over from Decker at Chekov's consol e.

CLOSER ON SPOCK' S STATI ON

so we can SEE in nore detail Spock's nonitor -- various
oscillating waves, and HEAR nore of the SHRILL BEEPS as
Spock mani pul ates his equi pnent, and conti nues:

SPOCK
| suspect our nessages were too
slow for themto be noticed.
(touches a control)
Programm ng conputer to send
| i nguacode at their rate.

Decker has hurried in to assist the science console.
Spock indicates a console area -- Decker works there --
Spock wor ks anot her section of consol e buttons.

EXT. SPACE - THE ENTERPRI SE AND THE CLOUD (S)

The C oud ever closer to the ship now, which is a nere
dot in space conpared to the imensity of the energy-
seet hi ng, continuous col or-expl oding C oud. And then,
suddenly, fromthe O oud -- ANOTHER VWH PLASH ENERGY
BOLT. Bearing down upon the Enterprise.

I NT. BRI DGE - | NCLUDI NG VI EVER

where the oncom ng WHI PLASH BOLT is SEEN energi ng from
the Coud. In the b.g., ALARM KLAXONS are SOUNDI NG
alert lights flashing, etc

SULU
Here it cones...!

COVPUTER VA CE
Incomng fire. Ahead, zero, mark,
zero, point two. Incomng fire.
Ahead, zero, zero, mark, zero..

Kl RK
(into intercom
Engi neering... what's happening

175A

176

177

178



179

180

181

182

183

184

to our forcefields?!
| NT. ENG NEERI NG

Much frenetic activity here, previous danage being
repaired, the main shaft GLON NG BLUE- WHI TE, ENG NES
THROBBI NG AT FULL POVER, and a harassed Scott at the
I nt ercom

SCOrT
Systens are overl oadi ng, Captai n!
Cur shi el ds cannot handl e anot her
att ack!

OM TTED
EXT. SPACE - THE ENTERPRI SE AND THE CLOUD (O

The WHI PLASH BOLT streaking toward the ship.

| NT. BRI DGE
Kl RK
(desperat el y)
M. Spock?
ILIA

I mpact in fifteen seconds..

Spock -- Decker assisting -- works frantically. Spock
is clearly dissatisfied, shakes his head tightly.

Kl RK
Transm t, M. Spock! Now

I LI A
Ten seconds. . ..

CLOSER ON SPOCK' S STATI ON

as Spock hits the "transmt" button, and we HEAR t he
SHRI LL BEEP SOUND (|l asting but a fraction of a second),
and Decker calls to Kirk:

DECKER
Transmtting...!

ILIA S VA CE
five seconds.

ANGLE ON MAIN VI EVER (O

where the VWH PLASH BCOLT is now BRI LLI ANT, al nost upon

179

180

181

182

183

184



185

us! Then the WH PLASH ENERGY BOLT abruptly VAN SHES.
In the blink of an eye, the entire EFFECT IS GONE

REACTI ONS
relief, incredulity.

SPOCK
It appears that our nessage has
been under st ood, Captain.

Kl RK
(to Unhura)
Any reply fromthen?

UHURA
Negative, no reply, sir.

Kl RK
(returning to Spock)
Spock, have you sensed anyt hi ng
el se?

Spock turns, gives the O S. viewer a glance. Then he
shakes head.

SPOCK
The 'puzzlenment' | sensed was
fleeting... mnor...

(ponders, then)
as if carrying a sense of
our insignificance, Captain.

Kl RK
Qur... 'insignificance'?

Al'l have reacted to this; Kirk exchanges a |l ook wth
Spock who nods firmy. Then Kirk sees that both Decker
and Sulu are throw ng hima questioning |look. In b.g.
McCoy and Chapel have EXI TED bridge with Chekov.

SPOCK
We are obviously confronted by
a highly advanced nentality...
yet they cannot understand who
we are, or what we want.

Kl RK
But they understood our nessages;
they broke off the attack.

DECKER

185



They may have attacked only as
a warning to us, Captain. To

keep away.

SPOCK
That woul d presuppose a feeling,
Commander... conpassion. | sensed

no enotion, only..
(reverentially)
pure | ogic.

Kirk peers at Spock hoping for sone assistance on

t he deci sion; but Spock nerely peers back at him ex-
pressionlessly: the decision is Kirk's. Kirk faces
Spock one | ast beat, then turns and starts back to-
ward his chair, calling to Ilia.

KI RK
Tactical plot on viewer.

185XC  ANGLE I NCLUDI NG MAIN VI EMER (O 185XC

where the | MAGE of the "powerfield Coud: changes to a
tactical plot of Enterprise's conic flight path ap-
proach. It shows a large schematic of the Cloud itself
as well as a series of FAINTLY BLI NKI NG schematics of
various recent positions and directional attitudes of
the Enterprise during its approach. These blinking
Enterprise schematics show that the starship has gone
froma head-on approach to the Coud into a (tech

advi ce) skiddi ng novenent around the C oud (the star-
ship al ways heading directly toward C oud center),
with the last Enterprise positions now showing it ap-
roaching the Cloud froma quartering rear approach.

185XD REVERSE ANGLE 85XD
ILIA
Thirty seconds to C oud
boundary. ..
Kl RK

Opi nion, M ster. Spock?

SPOCK
Recomend we proceede, Captain.

Kl RK
M. Decker... ?

DECKER
| advise caution, Captain; we



can't withstand anot her attack.

Kl RK
That thing is twenty hours from
Earth. We know not hi ng about it vyet.

Decker gl ances around, noves close to Kirk so only
Spock is able to overhear:

DECKER
That's precisely the point,
Captain. W don't know
it will do. Moving into the
cloud -- at this tinme, is
an unwarrant ed ganbl e.

Kl RK
How do you defi ne unwarranted,
m st er ?!

DECKER

You asked ny opinion, sir.

Kirk | ooks at him then at Spock, who once nore is
peering in nonentary concentration at the viewer,
feels Kirk's gaze -- and turns to him again expres-
sionlessly; it's up to Kirk.

I LI A
Fifteen seconds to C oud Boundary.

Kl RK
Vi ewer, standard ahead.

185XE  ANGLE TO | NCLUDE VI EVER (O

186

187

Main viewer | MAGE reverts to the "powerful cloud.”
Al peer in grimfascination at the cloud another
nonent. Then:

OM TTED

Kirk sits contenplating his next nove. Once again, the

decision is his. He looks to the Viewer a noment, then:

Kl RK
(to Helm
M. Sulu, steady as she goes.

SULU
Aye, sir.

185XE

186

187



188 EXT. SPACE - ENTERPRI SE 188

as the Enterprise slowy enters deeper toward the chanber
ahead. W SEE the sheer size of the C oud as opposed to
that of the small ship now entering unknown territory.

As the Enterprise enters the d oud:
189 I NT. BRI DGE - REACTI ONS AT WHAT THEY ARE SEEI NG 189

On Viwscreen we SEE a vast array of | MAGES, spiralling
| MAGES, changing in size, shape, colour. Its walls

spi nning and turning, |ooping and tw sting, as the
Enterprise proceeds further Into the C oud.

Amazed bridge crew nenbers can do not hing but awe at
the sight before thier eye's. Even Spock has turned to
view the sight nowillumnating the View screen. Kirk
sits pondering, amazed, thinking "Wat comes next?"

189A  EXT. SPACE - ENTERPRI SE AND V' GER 189A

Moving slowy through the naze of VISUAL'S seen from
the Main Viewer.

190 I NT. BRIDGE - | NCLUDI NG THE VI EMER (O 190

as the CLOUD OBSCURES all now. Everyone gazes at the
vi ewer, al nost mesnerized by the shifting violet power-
field displays.

Kl RK
(staring at viewer,
frustrated, awed)
No vessel could generate a
powerfield of this magnitude..

SPOCK
I nstruments fluctuating, Captain.
Patt erns unrecogni zabl e.

SULU S VA CE

191 ANGLE ON SuULU 191

Sulu peering toward O S. main viewer, his eyes w de
with incredulity.

192 OTHER REACTI ONS 192

Crew peering at O S. main viewer with expressions of



193

194

197

198

near disbelief. Simlar reactions as Kirk and Decker
turn too, reacting to:

VWHAT THEY SEE ON MAI N VI EVER (O

(V' GER THEME MUSI C UP) The d oud "Aurora" EFFECT
rapidly thinning -- in the "eye of the hurricane"
center of the Coud is the object which has stunned
the entire bridge crew.

Rapidly growing in size -- already frighteningly huge.
Totally alien in look. Its enornous bulk is irrides-
cent, faintly glow ng, suggesting that it is nmade up

of exotic conmbi nations of matter, and energy far beyond
the scientific know edge or ability of Earth's 23rd
Century technol ogy. Menacing and yet strangely
beautiful, both at the sane tine.

VARI QUS ANGLES ON THE BRI DGE CREW AND THE VI EVEER

The (Qbject continues to GROWRAPIDLY IN SIZE as the
Enterprise continues noving toward it. Everyone is
awed; even Spock, from whom we di scern an involuntary,
I npressed reaction. Decker is with Spock at the

sci ence consol e.

DECKER
| ncr edi bl e di nensi ons, Sir!
| make it as seventy-eight
Kilometers in |length...

Al'l digest the dinensions, as:
ANGLE ON THE BRI DGE ELEVATOR DOORS

opening to admt MCoy and Chekov, whose face and hands
are taut wth plastiskin applications. Seeing the
object on the viewer (O S. at this ANGE), Chekov's
eyes open wth w de astoni shnent. He crosses quickly

to his weapons--defense station, his eyes on the
viewer. MCoy, eyes also fixed on the sight, noves

to Kirk's side.

UHURA
It could hold a crew of tens
of thousands. ..

Mc COY
O just one thousand, ten
mles tall
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199

200

203

204

Kl RK
Eval uati on, M ster Spock?

ACRGCSS KI RK TO SPOCK 199

(This will be the first tinme we've seen Spock di sl ay-
ing a definite reaction, alnost an enotion.) So
engrossed is Spock in the main viewer | MAGE that he
appears not to have heard Kirk, whose AD LIBS a sharp
"M. Spock...!" Spock |ooks absently at Kirk an

i nstant, then:

SPOCK
(awed; conpel |l ed)
That vessel is generating a
forcefield neasurably greater
than the radiation of the Earth's
sun.

Kl RK
(turns to Unhura)
Transmt image of the Alien to
Starfleet; advise we are attenpting
further communicati on.

UHURA
(interrupting)
Unabl e to nmake contact with
Starfleet. Qur transm ssions
out of the Cloud are being
refl ected back.

ILIA
Di stance to object now seventy-
t housand kil oneters..

SULU
(turni ng; concerned)
W're closing inon it rapidly,
Capt ai n.

Concern reflected on the faces of others too. Kirk
consi ders his next nobve.

OM TTED 200
203
EXT. SPACE - ENTERPRI SE AND ALI EN 204

CAMERA TRAVELI NG W TH ENTERPRI SE as it noves on a



paral l el --closing course -- Alien continues to GROW
IN SI ZE. Although it already seens an inpossibly

| arge vessel conpared to the Enterprise, in reality
they are still tens of thousands of kiloneters apart;
the incredible size of the Alien is nowhere near being
realized yet.

204A I NT. BRIDGE - | NCLUDI NG VI EMER 204A

Tension high as -- the Alien now appears so cl ose that
its | MAGE MORE THAN FI LLS VI EMER. Consi der abl e
tensi on of bridge -- crew nenbers, throw ng nervous

| ooks fromviewer to Kirk. How nuch cl oser?!

Kl RK
Reduce magni fication. Factor
4, M. Sul u.
SULU
(uneasy)

W' re already two settings
bel ow that, sir.

Kl RK
(reacts, then)
Adj ust parallel course, Navigator.
Bring us in to one hundred
kil ometers distance.

Very nervous | ooks now directed toward Kirk. Even
Spock gives hima glance, a raised eyebrow.

205 EXT. SPACE - CAMERA TRAVELI NG W TH ENTERPRI SE 205

The Alien bject appears A DQZEN TI MES LARGER THAN
ENTERRI SE and still GRON NG IN SI ZE.

We begin to SEE Alien exterior detailing which had
not even been suspected at a | onger distance.

The Enterprise is now quartering in toward the
Intruder, comng closer and closer. The Alien

vessel is still GRONNG IN SIZE -- nore and nore

its exterior appears to be nade of substances never
bef ore seen by a hunman eye -- substances consi dered
possible only in the wildest flights of scientific
theory -- plasma-matter, energy fields dianond--hard
in their power, solid sheets of subatom c particles,
crystalline-lace patterns which seem capabl e of
shifting their nature and rearrangi ng thensel ves.

205A  ANGLE ON | NTRUDER 205A



206

207

208

209

This tinme, the Enterprise travels on away fromus, as
its course takes it angling nearer and nearer the
gigantic Alien Intruder -- the Starship dwindling in
size, growing smaller, smaller, smaller... until it
is atiny dot conpared to the enornmity of the Alien
vessel .

I NT. BRIDGE - VIEWER (O

We are coning al ongside the md-section of the Alien
vessel, now so huge that only a small section of it
now conpletely fills main viewer frane.

SULU
One hundred kil ometers. ..

KI RK
Hol d rel ative position here..

Kirk's voice is blotted out by a DEAFENI NG SHRILL-

I NG SOUND, acconpani ed by a multi-hued point of LIGHT
whi ch EXPLODES into BLINDI NG | NTENSI TY, obscuring
everything for an instant. Overlapping this action,
we HEAR

COWUTER S VA CE
Intruder alert...! | nt ruder
alert!

Cont i nues.
OM TTED
THE PLASMA ENERGY PROBE (O

The BLINDI NG LI GHT FADES and in its |ace we SEE a
strange "entity" shocking us with its frightening
appearance and its ugly-soundi ng THROBBI NG HUM of
power. It is about seven feet tall and resenbles a
"bl ob" of raw energy in shifting patterns and col ors
of deep, ugly hues of upper spectrumviolet. Yet,

it | ooks strangely alive. At the end of the "tendril"
(of light) is an "eye" (a small nulti-col ored device)

CREW REACTIONS -- ELEVATORS INB.G (O

The bridge crew reacting hard, shocked and shaken --
t he THROBBI NG SOUND of the Alien thing intensifies
as it begins to nove across the bridge. Suddenly, in
b.g., an el evator door snaps oen and two SECURI TY
MEN burst onto the bridge, phasers drawn. Chekov
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207

208

209



210

shouts warningly at the Men:

CHEKOV
No weapons. ..

But Chekov is too late: First Security Man FIRES --

t he BLAST harm essly absorbed by the Probe which emts
a SCREECHI NG nerve-grating SOUND --- sends out a SMALL
VWH PLASH ENERGY BOLT which instantly envel opes First
Security Man in a PURPLE GLOW (of inplosion). Second
Security Man has alnost lifted his phaser -- but now
carefully, slowy is noving his hand away from his
weapon.

CLOSER - THE SECURI TY MEN (O)

PURPLE GLOW FADES, the First Security Man has sinply
vani shed.

210A FULL SHOT - BRI DGE

Chekov, like the others, horrified, flips a switch
and the COMPUTER-VAO CE ("Intruder Alert") goes OFF
At the sane tinme Chekov speaks into his intercom

CHEKOV
Security... do not send further
t eans!

The Probe is sending out snake-like tendrils to the
vari ous consol es on the bridge.

These tendrils lash out in a cobra-strike novenent,
the tendril-head seemng to enter into the console
affected -- at which tine all nonitors and instrunent
lights there cone ON as if the Probe is "readi ng"
each consol e function. The crew carefully stays cl ear
of the tendrils.

Spock has risen, noving to Kirk's side as he slowy
brings his tricorder up, very carefully extracting
its tiny sensor and aimng it at the probe.

CHEKOV
(shaken)
No i ntruder readi ngs on other
decks, Captain...
(to Spock)
Can that be one of their crew?

SPOCK
(qui et)

210

210A



A probe fromtheir vessel...
(to Kirk)
A pl asma- energy conbi nati on. .

Meanwhi | e, the probe is now hovering near Chekov who
sits frozen, fists clenched, jaw tight.

DECKER
Don't interfere with it...!
CHEKOV
Absolutely, | will not interfere!
210B  ANGLE | NCLUDI NG SPOCK' S CONSCOLE (O 210B

as the "probe" withdraws an energy-tendril from one
bridge station and "inserts" it into another console.

Kl RK
No one interfere...! It doesn't
seeminterested in us -- only

the ship...!

Kirk's words are never conpleted as suddenly all the
energy tendrils withdraw fromall consoles and a

| arger, nore powerful-l1ooking tendril |ashes out,
snaking into the science consol e conpl ex.

210C CLCSER ON SCI ENCE CONSOLE 210C

Where, also imediately, all the consol e and conputer
lights are suddenly flashing wildly, rapidly --

-- There is an incredibly fast EXCHANGE OF H GH Pl TCHED
BEES -- the conputer obviously in unauthorized comu-
nication with the probe!

Kl RK
Conput er of f!

DECKER
It's taken control of the
conmputer...!

Kl RK

[t's running our records!
Starfleet strength, Earth
def enses. ..

As Decker noves to the nmain power control, Spock now
steps in, his Vulcan strength easily brushing Kirk and
Decker aside. Spock clasps his fists above his head,



brings it down in a SHATTERI NG BLOWNV on the console. It
splits open! As the bridge Iights dimeven nore, and

as the science console shorts itself out -- and off,
Decker confronts Spock:

DECKER
We could have cut it off at the
mai n conputer. ..

SPOCK
This served the purpose.

Kirk has been giving Spock a puzzled | ook -- Spock now
turns abruptly, and:

210D ANOTHER ANGLE (O

211

219

220

221

222

as Spock, in stepping back, accidentally brushes the

probe's energy tendril -- a FLASH OF LIGHT at the
contact point sends Spock sinning under the rail and
to the floor near Ilia. The probe's energy-tendril

has wi thdrawn fromthe darkened sci ence consol e, hov-
ers high over the dazed Spock as if angrily seeking
the reason for the break in its conputer contact.
Spock starts to rise.

I LI A
M. Spock, don't nove...

Decker steps toward her, AD LIBBINGa grim"llia...!"
But he has no chance as:

OM TTED

CLOSER ON I LIA (O

The Probe hovers over her, its whole nmass seem ngly
about to envel ope her with a single tendril extended
toward her, sonehow freezing her into imvobility -
and then the entire Probe DI SSOLVES I N A BLI NDI NG
FLASH OF WHI TE, obscuring Ilia. Alnost instantly

the WHI TE FLASH FADES -- but Ilia has vani shed -- her
tricorder clattering to the deck.

OM TTED
ACRCSS THE NAVI GATOR' S STATI ON TO KI RK AND DECKER

hel pl ess, shocked, gazing at the place Ilia was --
but which is now enpty.

210D

211

219

220

221

222



223

232

233

234

DECKER
(to Kirk, quiet

fury)
This is how | define unwarranted!

And al nost at the sane nonent a new BRI DGE ALARM
S| GNAL.

OM TTED

The ALARM still sounding as fromthe giant alien ves-
sel, we SEE STRANGE, OPAQUE ENERGY PATTERNS STREAKI NG
TOMRD US. Kirk vaults to the command chair, | unges
for controls, as Decker races to the weapons-defense
consol e.

DECKER
(voice anplified)
The ship is under attack...!
Man all defensive stations...!

Kl RK
Forcefields, full remaining
strength...! Total reserve!

Appropri ate ALARM KLAXONS, and COVPUTER VO CES begin
SOUNDI NG and all this is lost in a SUDDEN SHRI LLI NG
SOUND (a constant, high-pitched tone). For a nonent
the energy patterns are prom nent on the viewer --
and then the PATTERNS VAN SHED and the SHRILL SOUND
FADES -- and:

FAVOR THE VI EVER (O)
showi ng V ger GRON NG RAPIDLY IN SIZE. The Enterprise

I's being pulled along the | ength of the big ship,
toward its "prow."

SPOCK
Captain, we have been seized
by a tractor beam..!

Kl RK
(to Decker)
Get soneone up here to take
the Navigator's station...!
(into intercom
Engi neering... full energency
power !

223

232

233

234



DECKER
(into intercon
Chief Difalco to the bridge;
on t he doubl e!

234A  ENG NEERI NG 234A

in a state of controlled chaos, all personnel at their
stations, the Engine CORE GLON NG Scott is working
his controls, speaking into the intercom

SCOrIT
Going to full energency...
(studyi ng readi ngs)
But Captain, if we don't break
free in fifteen seconds, she'l
burn up...

234B I NT. BRI DGE - FAVORI NG SPOCK 234B

235

236

as Spock studies his readings, and:

SPOCK
We cannot break free, Captain.
(i ndi cates nonitors)
W do not have a fraction of
t he power necessary.

Kl RK
(into intercom
Del ay that order, Scotty...!
D sengage all main drive systens!

Spock peers in deep concentration at the Main Viewer,
trying to sense sone clue. Kirk glances at him another
nmonent, then turns to the Main Viewer hinself, watches
In frustrated hel pl essness.

EXT. THE ENTERPRI SE BEI NG PULLED TOMRD V' GER (S) 235

the starship being pulled toward the giant as though
on a taut cable. As we MOVE CLOSER, we SEE still nore
intricate details of the incredible Alien design.

I NT. BRI DGE - | NCLUDI NG VI EMER (O 236

as Difalco arrives on the run, and Decker AD LIBS to
her, "Assunme Navigator's station, Chief...!" D falco,
bew | dered, wants to ask what happened, but no tine,
and she quickly sits at the post, begins orienting
hersel f. Meanwhil e, Decker has begun an Executive




237

238

239

240

Oficer's bridge circuit, assisting with various con-
soles. Kirk is glancing toward Spock who conti nues
concentrating on the Viewer, striving to conprehend
the nyriad of thoughts he is sensing fromhe Aliens.
McCoy al so arrives on the bridge, takes in the chaotic
scene, watches the Viewer grimy.

OM TTED

EXT. ENTERPRI SE AND V' GER (5)

At the forward end of the giant, an odd-shapped "iris"
begi ns opening nenacingly. And it is frighteningly

obvi ous that the tractor beamis pulling the Enterprise

to the opening.

I NT. BRI DGE - | NCLUDI NG VI EMER (O

showi ng the unusual "iris" now alnost fully open as
Enterprise is drawn cl oser, closer -- through the
"iris" we now SEE (sone of) V ger's interior: a dark
void relieved only by strange flickering gl ows of dis-
tant ENERGY FI ELD PATTERNS.

The crew reacts w th understandabl e awe, apprehension,
curiosity, as:

DECKER
Capt ai n, suggest a maxi mum phaser
strike directly at the beam m ght
weaken it just enough for us to
break free --

Spock replies for Kirk: quickly, as though to nake his
poi nt convi nci ngly:

SPOCK
Break free to where, Commander...?
(to Kirk)

Any show of resistance woul d not
only be futile, Catain..

240XA  ACROSS SPOCK TO KI RK (DECKER AND McCOY IN B. G)

as Kirk reacts sonmewhat curiously to Spock's remark,
but it is Decker who articulates it:

DECKER
(troubl ed; suspicious)
We don't know that, M. Spock.

237

238

239

240

240XA



Wiy are you opposed to trying?
Bef ore Spock can reply:

UHURA
They're pulling us inside...!

Al face the Viewer again, react, with McCoy who has
been observing all these reactions now gal vani zed
into action:

Mc COY
(to Chekov)
Medi cal observers to all decks!

And he hurries toward the el evators, CAMERA WTH H M
a nonent, then SW NG NG BACK TO

240A PAST KIRK TO VI EVER (O

241

243

244

245

Kirk staring at the viewer -- the "iris" now fully open
so that the exterior of V ger is no longer visible --
and all we can SEE is the nonstrous void dead ahead,
which is loom ng faster and | arger before our eyes.

And now we are inside.

OM TTED

EXT. ENTERPRI SE AND V' GER - AT THE "IRIS" (S)

Enterpri se now being pulled past the opening -- into
the ship proper. Now we can SEE that the dark void

Is actually a vast chanber, dimMy and intermttently
lit by PONERFI ELDS appearing and vani shing al ong the
vessel's inner walls, which are mles away in the

di stance. And here and there in the chanber gigantic
ENERGY DI SPLAYS erupt briefly with a certain symetry
t hat suggests they nust be part of V ger's ower or
control systens.

I NT. BRI DGE - | NCLUDI NG VI EMER (O

Kirk peering awed at the Viewer, the incredible sight

of the chanber -- suddenly glances up to see that
Spock is standi ng beside him-- Decker nearby, turns
to Spock:
DECKER
(to Spock)

Way bring us inside? Not to

240A

241

243

244

245



destroy us;
done that outside.

t hey coul d have

Kl RK

They coul d have many ways of
destroyi ng things, M. Decker.

SPOCK

(peering at Viewer)
Somet hi ng about us puzzles them..
per haps even concerns them

245A  ANGLE ON UHURA

Reacting to a consol e readi ng:

Capt ai n,

UHURA

photi c-sonar readi ngs

i ndi cate the aperture is closing;
we're trapped, sir...!

246 EXT. THE ENTERPRI SE ENTERI NG V' GER (S5)

The starship is pulled inside, the "iris" is closing

behind it.

247 I NT. BRI DGE -

FAVORI NG THE VI EVER (O)

The vi ewer image changi ng fromthe huge dark chanber,

rear angl e shot,

showi ng the "iris" closing.

SULU

Reverse angl e on the viewer,
Capt ai n.

On the vi ewer
as the "iris"

248 REACTI ONS

the final glimrer fromexterior space
cl oses conpletely.

Al'l eyes on the viewer, CAMERA FI NDI NG ONE FACE AFTER
ANOTHER, the reality of the situation etched into
each face. Then:

248A  FAVORI NG KI RK

As Spock turns from a readi ng:

The tractor

us,

Capt ai n.

SPOCK
beam has rel eased

DI FALCO

245A

246

247

248

248A



Confirnmed: Vessel is floating
free. No forward nonentum

KI RK
Vi ewer ahead.

SULU
Vi ewer ahead, sir.

248B I NSERT - MAI'N VI EVER

Ahead, the cavernous interior of V ger.

248C BACK TO SHOT

249

250

Kirk eying the main viewer -- Decker watching Kirk.

Kl RK
Maneuvering thrusters, M.
Sul u; ahead one third.
(to Spock)
Ful | sensor scan, M. Spock;
they can't expect us not
to | ook them over now

SULU
(mani pul ating control s)
Thrust ers ahead, one third.

SPOCK
(mani pul ati ng
control s)
Conmenci ng sensor scans.

Kirk rises, goes to Spock's station.
I NT. V' GER ENTRANCE CHAMBER - ENTERPRI SE (S)

The Enterprise noving slowy forward in this vastness,
its running lights nmerely specks of light, candles in

t he darkness. In the distance those occasi onal ERUPT-

I NG PONER DI SPLAYS in distant |ocations, sizes, shapes
and patterns.

I NT. BRI DGE - | NCLUDI NG MAIN VI EMER (O

showi ng anot her persective of the above, and further
away GLOW NG ENERGY FIELDS dimy illumnating the alien
ship's walls -- mles away. Strange sem --solid LI GHT
SHAPES (sone are "sensor-bee" swarns) traverse the dark-
ness in randomdirections. But in the distance ahead,
there seens to be an opening to anot her chanber.

248B

248C

249

250



SULU
(of Viewer)
Somret hi ng ahead, sir; | ooks
i ke anot her area..
(reacts)
It's closing up...

Sulu is indicating what appears to be a | ace-bul wark of
PONERFI ELD PATTERNS cl osi ng of f the "chanmber” in the
di stance ahead. Kirk, fromthe Science Station calls

out :
Kl RK
Hol d station...!
SULU
(mani pul ati ng
control s)
Thrusters at station keeping...
251  ANGLE EMPHASI ZI NG SPOCK 251

at his Science consoles, working rapidly, shifting from
one set of controls to another. Now he hits a nmaster
control -- his console nonitors FLASH, then go dark.

SPOCK
Capt ai n. .

Spock brings a nonitor | MAGE ON again, indicates a
(Povill) pattern showing a line hitting sonething,
then reversing direction.

SPOCK
(conti nui ng)
All scans are being reflected
back, Captain. Qur sensors are
usel ess.

251A ACROSS THEM TO THE MAI N VI EVER 251A

Kirk reacts with disappointnment, indicates the main
Vi ewner .

Kl RK
Have you been able to anal yze
any of this...?

SPOCK
(voi ce increasingly
reverential)



| believe the light flares to be
energy fields -- undoubtedly part
of the vessel's inner nechani sm

A technol ogy so incredibly

sophi sticated that | cannot --

COVPUTER VA CE
(overl appi ng)
Intruder Alert! |ntruder

Alert..!
(conti nues)
252 OM TTED 252
253 253
254  ANGLE ON CHEKOV 254

Reacting to a consol e reading:

CHEKOV
Deck four, Captain; Oficers
Quarters...!
Kl RK
(to Chekov)

Have a security team neet ne at
Deck Four mai n el evat or

A nonent's reaction fromall at this, Kirk hurrying
toward el evator, calling:

Kl RK
(conti nui ng)
Take the conn, M. Decker:
Hol d present position...
(gesturing Spock
to join him
Spock. . .

And Spock rises, joins Kirk and they hurriedly exit,
t he CAMERA SW NG NG BACK t o Decker, his perplexed con-
cern (because of Ilia).

254A INT. ILIAS CABIN - THE SONI C SHOAER 254A

Where we SEE, behind the translucent stall door, what
is unm stakably the form of the NUDE FEMALE

255 INT. ILIA'S CABIN - KIRK 255

entering, Spock slightly behind him- and one Security



GQuard. Kirk glances around the room now gl ances at
the shower area and reacts as he sees the NAKED FORM
The others react simlarly, even Spock cannot help re-
pressi ng an expression of surprise. A noment's uncer-
tainty as Kirk peers at them then he steps to the
stall door, hesitates another instant -- then slides

t he door open.

(NOTE: Arrange lighting for bizarre, nysterious effect.)
Kirk's eyes cannot believe what he is seeing:
255A "I LIA" 255A

standing in the sonic mst, naked but for a small

mul ti-colored button enbedded in her throat. As she
| ooks at Kirk -- and the others -- the nen peer back
at her, speechl ess.

"I LIA"
| have been programmed by V ger
to observe and record nor nal
functioning of the carbon-based
units infesting USS ENTERPRI SE.

Kirk peers at her another nonplussed nonent, then |eans
into the shower to touch a control, his eyes fixed on
the |l ovely body behind the mst. He punches in a three
digit code. Inmmediately a HUMM NG SOUND enmanates from
the shower stall, Kirk closing the door, but '"Ilia"
remai ni ng insi de.

256 ACRCSS KI RK AND THE OTHERS TO THE SHONER STALL 256

The HUWMM NG SOUND j ust now reaching a gentle crescendo
-- through the translucent door you can see COLORS
ENVELOPI NG "I LIA'S" FORM And now t he SOUND STOPS.
“I'lta", attired in a leisure robe, steps fromthe stall
into the room She stands facing Kirk, her face inpas-
sive, eyes unblinking. He | ooks her back a nonent,

t hen gl ances at Spock, who is gazing at "Ilia" in abso-
| ute fascination. Kirk addresses her:

Kl RK
Wo is..."Vger'...?

"I LIA
V' ger is that which progranmed ne.

Kl RK
Is V ger the Captain of the alien
vessel ?



256A ANGLE ON THE DOOR - M COY 256A
rushing in, concerned:

Mc COY
Jim what's --

At the sight of "Ilia", MCoy's words die in his throat
-- and his trained eyes have instantly told himsomne-
thing is awmy. He unslings his tricorder, ains the
sensor unit at "lIlia". As he reads his instrunents, his
face reveals the results (incredulity, fascination).
Meanwhil e, fromthe start:

"I LIA"
V' ger is that which seeks the
Creator.
Mc COY
(of "Ilia")

Jim this is a nechanism..

Kirk stares at McCoy, then at "llia" and realizes that
“Ilita" is indeed non-human. And qui ckly:

Kl RK
Where is Lt. Ilia?

"1 LIA
That unit no | onger functions.
| have been given its formto
nore readily comrunicate with
t he carbon-based units infesting
Enterpri se.

SECURI TY GUARD

"Car bon-based units"...?
Mc COY
(drily)

Humans, Ensign Lang: us.
(continues tricorder
exam increasingly

i mpr essed)
KI RK
(to "Ilia")

Why does V ger travel to
the third planet of the
sol ar systemdirectly
ahead?



"1 LIA
V' ger travels to the third
planet to find the Creator.

Stunned, disbelieving reactions as all four attenpt to
digest this -- Spock gazing at "Ilia" with even nore
rapt fascination. Kirk, bew | dered, addresses the

ot hers:

Kl RK
Find the Creator? Wiat Creator?

(to "Ilia")
What does V' ger want of the
"Creator'... ?

"1 LIA
To join with him

256B  FAVORI NG SPOCK

suddenly alert, addressing "lIlia":
SPOCK
Join wwth the Creator... ? How?
n I Ll AII
V' ger and the Creator will becone
One.
SPOCK
Who is the Creator?
Mc COY
(worried)

M. Spock, be careful.

"1 LIA"
The Creator is that which created
V' ger.

Kl RK
Who is V ger?

“ILIA"
V' ger is that which seeks the
Creator.

Anot her nonment of total exasperation, frustration, during
which "Ilia" seens to be waiting politely, patiently for

256B



any further questions. \Wen none are forthcon ng:

"I LIA"
(conti nui ng; pleasant,
bl and)
| amready to conmence ny
observati ons.

SPOCK
(fast; to MCoy)
Doctor, a thorough exam nation
of this probe m ght provide sone
i nsight into those who manuf act ured
it, and how to deal with them

Mc COY
Let's get her to sickbay.
And he grasps "llia s" armto escort her. But is as
t hough he has sei zed cast iron: imovable. MCoy is
thrown off bal ance nerely by "Ilia s" remaining sta-

tionary. She ignores M Coy, addresses Kirk:

"I LIA
| am programmed to observe and
record normal functioning
procedures of the carbon-based
units.

256B Kirk glances at McCoy, who is totally benused, but then

257

Kirk quickly responds to "Ilia":

Kl RK
The exam nation is a nornal
function.

"I LIA"
(a beat)
You nmay proceede.

Mc COY
(carefully)
Thank you.

CLOSE SHOT OF EXAM NI NG ROOM VI EVEER (O

scanni ng a "body". PULL BACK TO SHOW McCoy, Chapel,
Kirk, Spock and Chekov -- standing over "ILIA" who lies
prone on the table, the physicians noving the scanner
over her.

Me COY

256B

257



(fromthe start;
I ndi cati ng)

m cro-mni ature hydraulics,
sensors, nolecul e-sized multi-
processor chips... and | ook at
this...

In the b.g., Decker enters, grinmly observes the proceed-

i ngs.
CHAPEL
(1 npressed)
An osnotic mcro-punp... here
and here. Even the small est
body functions are exactly
dupl i cat ed.
(traces with finger
on screen)
And every exocrine systemis
here, too --
Chapel breaks off abruptly, noticing "lIlia" is peering
intently -- alnmost with a glinmer of recognition -- at

Decker. Slightly disconcerted, Chapel continues:

CHAPEL
(conti nui ng)
-- even eye noisture.

"1 LIA"
(peering at Decker)
Deck -- er.
257A  FAVORI NG SPOCK
as everyone reacts to "llia' s" utterance of Decker's

nane. It seens to nake the deepest inpression on
Spock, confirm ng sonet hing he has suspect ed.

SPOCK
(to "Ilia")
Interesting. Not 'Decker-unit'?

“I'lia" continues peering at Decker with just a hint
of a puzzled frown, a glinmer of distant recognition.
It's the first tinme we've seen her expression | ook
anyt hi ng but cool and bland. This results in the

qui zzical rising of one of Spock's eyebrows.

258  ANOTHER ANGLE

McCoy' s exam nation now turns "Ilia" away fromthe

257A

258



ot hers. Spock quickly catches Kirk's and Decker's
attention, indicates an adjoining door -- they fol-
| ow hi m out of the room

259 I NT. McCOY'S OFFI CE 259

as Kirk, Spock and Decker enter, the door snapping
shut -- and Spock touching the electronic lock to
secure them He faces the others:

SPOCK
Captain... this probe nmay be a key
a key to the Aliens.

DECKER
It's a programmed nmechani sm
M. Spock. ..

SPOCK

We have just seen that its body
duplicates our navigator in
preci se detail. Suppose that
beneath its programm ng, the
real Ilia s nenory patterns are
duplicated with equal precision.

Kl RK
They had a pattern to follow...

SPOCK
(nods)
they may have followed it
too precisely.

Kl RK
(conpr ehendi ng)
Ilia's nmenory, her feelings of
| oyalty, friendship, obedi ence..
m ght all be there.

259A  ANGLE ON DECKER 259A

al so conprehending, and not liking it one bit as Spock
and Kirk are both turning their attention to him

SPOCK
Exactly.
(to Decker)
And you did have a 'relationship'
with Lieutenant Ilia, Conmmander.

DECKER



That probe in there -- in a

different formnow -- is the
same thing that killed Ilia!
Kl RK

Commander, we're | ocked in an
alien vessel, six hours from
Earth orbit, our only contact
with our captors is the probe.
If we can control it, persuade
it, use it in sonme way..

Interrupted by the SOUND of someone trying to open the
| ocked door behind them Then a METAL RI PPI NG SOUND
as they whirl to see:

260 MEDI CAL OFFI CE DOOR 260

with the METAL BUCKLI NG TEARING -- and a single
hand slicing the steel door like paper. It is the
“I'lia" probe, her face absolutely inpassive, her
whol e manner incongruously benign. (Behind her, a
startl ed McCoy, Chapel and Chekov.) "llia" speaks
flatly, blandly.

"I LIA"
| have recorded enough here.
(motions to Kirk)
You will now assist ne further.

Kirk exchanges a quick glance with Spock. Then:

Kl RK
(i ndi cating Decker)
The Decker-unit can assist you
with much greater efficiency...

“I'lia" has seenmed about to object -- but now her eyes
hol d on Decker. Then she nods.

Kl RK
(cont i nui ng)
Carry on with your assignnent,
M. Decker.

260A  ANOTHER ANGLE - ACROSS DECKER TO THE SMASHED DOCR 260A
(AND "1 LIA")

as Decker |ooks at "Ilia" who stands at the torn door.
You can read Decker's mnd: |'m supposed to persuade
that?! He turns back, finds Kirk's eyes on him



Decker nods.

DECKER
Aye, sir.

"I'lia" and a reluctant Decker EXIT.
260B EMPHASI ZI NG SPOCK 260B

| ooki ng very troubled as they watch Decker and "Ilia"
| eave. Kirk notices.

Kl RK
Spock? Concerned about his
chances?

SPOCK

| am uneasy with that being
our only hope of nore information.

Spock EXI TS.
261 INT. V' GER - THE ENTERPRI SE 261
floating in the vast, eerie, alien chanber -- sporadic

FLASHES OF ENERGY, erupting now and then. Various
ot her EFFECTS. OVER this, Kirk's VO CE:

KIRK (V. Q)
Captain's Log. Stardate 7414. 1.
Qur best estinmates place us sone
four hours fromEarth. No
significant Ilia nmenory patterns
within the alien probe. This
remai ns our only neans of contact
wi th our captor.

262 I NT. ENTERPRI SE Al RLOCK AREA 262

The area dimy it -- unoccupied but for a | one Al RLOCK
TECHNI CI AN checki ng and adjusting instrunents. The
CAMERA MOVES PAST himto FI ND

263 SPOCK 263

His face fixed with grimdeterm nation, wal king quietly
with obvious intent not to attract the Tech's attention.
Now he steals up behind the TECH -- and in an instant
has applied a Vul can nerve pinch. The Tech sl unps over
hi s consol e.

264 INT KIRK'S CABIN - VI EMER MONI TOR 264



265

266

267

Showi ng a CLOSE SHOT of ENTERPRI SE PI CTURES, then PULL
BACK SLI GHTLY for an | MAGE of Decker and "Ilia" wal k-
ing through the Rec Deck. PULL BACK FURTHER TO SHOW
Kirk watching this -- and with himis MCoy. They
continue watching a troubl ed beat, as:

DECKER
(of pictures)
All these vessels were called
"Enterprise".

“Ilta"™ is giving the pictures a very interested | ook
as we HEAR in Kirk's cabin:

UHURA' S | NTERCOM VO CE
(controll ed excitenent)
Bridge to Captain...

OM TTED

INT. BRIDGE - UHURA' S STATI ON ( SCl ENCE STATION I N
B.G)

Uhura at her console, struggling to hear the signal.

Kl RK' S | NTERCOM VA CE
Ki rk here.

In the b.g., Spock's station a MAI NTENANCE TEAM
is replacing the broken Science Station conputer.
(Spock is conspicuously absent.)

UHURA

A faint signal fromStarfl eet,
sir. They have the intruder on
their nmonitors...

(struggling to

hear)
They show us... three hours...
twenty-four mnutes from Eart h!

KIRK S VO CE
(thru intercom
Thank you.

I NT. RECREATI ON DECK

Decker and "Ilia", the Rec Deck unoccupied but for a
pair of wary SECURI TY GUARDS at a very discreet dis-
tance. They are near the pictures of the five Enter-
prises, which should be FEATURED in this SHOT, as

265

266

267



268

269

Decker waves his hand about the huge room

DECKER
The carbon units use this area
for recreation...
(carefully)
What type of recreation does the
crew aboard your vessel enjoy...?

CLOSER TWO SHOT (PI CTURES O. S.)
As "lIlia" noves on into the room Decker foll ows:

"I LIA"
The words 'recreation' and 'enjoy'
have no neaning to ny progranm ng.

Decker peers at the lovely android with frustration --
and no little pain, for she is after all the exact

replica of Ilia. She pays not the slightest attention
to Decker's reaction, and begins wal ki ng about the Rec
Deck taking in (and, clearly, transmtting all inages

to Vger) the sights. They are near a gane area (el ec-
troni c ganes), and now Decker points to one gane,

swtches it on -- presses button to activate its
LI GHTS and SOUNDS. "llia" watches interestedly as
Decker operates the gane.
DECKER
Ilia "enjoyed' this gane... she

nearly al ways won --

And he denonstrates again, as "llia" steps to the
device, deftly hits sone buttons -- and for just an
I nstant she turns to Decker with a nonentary gli mrer
of recognition.

INT. KIRK'S CABIN - GROUP WATCHI NG THE MONI TOR
McCoy watching with special interest:

Mc COY

(appr ovi ng)
Good! He's using audi al -vi sual
associ ati on.

But the words are not out of MCoy's nmouth when "Ilia"
says:

"I LIA"
Thi s device serves no purpose.

268

269



270

She steps away fromthe ganme; Decker's di sappoi nt nent
Is evident. So is everyone el ses.

Kl RK
Damm. . . !

Mc COY
(nods grinly)
She needs sonet hing el se:
sonet hi ng much nore personal to
stimul ate nmenory patterns. Sonething
with a nore enotional tie.

Kirk reacts to this, reflective.
I NT. REC DECK FULL ON DECKER AND "I LI A"

Decker wavi ng back toward the general area of the
Enterprise pictures.

DECKER
The crews of the previous
Enterprises were al so carbon units.
In what way is the life formin
your vessel different?

"I LIA"
Carbon units are not true life
fornms... Do those inages repre-
sent how Enterprise has evol ved
into its present fornf®

DECKER
(hopi ng he's struck
a responsive chord)
Yes.

n I Ll AII
Carbon units have clearly retarded
Enterprise's proper evol venent.

DECKER
(controlling surprise)
What is Enterprise's proper
evol venent ?

n I Ll AII
Enterprise should not require
t he presence of carbon units.

And with this she noves off, observing other Rec Deck
obj ects. Decker noves with her; then:

270



DECKER
(carefully)
Enterprise would be unable to
function w thout carbon units.

n | Ll AII
More data concerning this functioning
i's necessary before carbon units can
be patterned for data storage.

271  ACRCSS "I LI A" TO DECKER 271
as he reacts to this om nous note; he stops abruptly.

DECKER
What does that mean?

"I LIA"
(st oppi ng; al nost
pl easant | y)
When ny exam nation is conplete,
the carbon units will be reduced
to data patterns.

This has been delivered with chilling bl andness, and
she stands facing Decker, alnost as though waiting for
himto thank her. He thinks fast now.

DECKER
Wthin you are nenory patterns of
a carbon unit. If I can help you
revive these patterns; you could
under stand our functions better.

n I Ll AII
That is logical. You may procede.
272 ON DECKER 272
realizing the difficult task ahead; the pain he wll
suffer.
273 INT. V GER - ANGLE UP TOMRD ENTERPRI SE (M 273

The ship stationary in the chanber as now we SEE an
exterior hatch sliding fully open. Up through the
hatch a circular airlock door opens -- and a tiny
figure in a thruster spacesuit enmerges, steps into
space, slowy floats down through the hatch and under
the Enterprise saucer section. In this and subsequent
VIEWS we wi Il SEE that on the rear pack of his thruster
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spacesuit is a FLASH NG STROBE LI GHT which regul arly
EMTS the identifying SIGNAL of this particular suit.
(By which Kirk will be able to see Spock's position
even from several mles away.)

CLOSER ON THE SPACESUI TED FI GURE (M 274

MOVI NG TOMRD t he CAMERA until the features behind
the face mask are clearly identifiable: Spock, his
face set in the sanme grim determ ned expression, as
he touches his spacesuit transmitter control.

SPOCK
Conmput er, conmence recordi ng.
Captain Kirk -- this nessage
will detail ny attenpt to
contact the aliens...

| NT. BRI DGE 275
Kirk ENTERI NG, crossing Uhura as she calls:

UHURA

Starfleet signals, sir, grow ng
in strength. ..

(listening intently)
They -- have Intruder on their
nmonitors -- it's decelerating --
powerfield cloud beginning to
di ssi pate..

SULU
Confirm Captain. Lunar beacons
i ndicate Intruder on a course
into Earth orbit...

CHEKOV
(interrupting)
Sir! Airlock four has been opened;
a thruster suit is reported m ssing!

Kl RK
(reacts know ngly)
Spock. . .!
(to navigator)
Get a fix on his position!

INT. V' GER - MED. ON SPCCK 276

H s features now set into an al nost trance-|i ke expres-
sion as he concentrates on the thought emanati ons.
Then we SEE his head turn, he peers off -- then he
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noves his thruster controls. W SEE the small bl ue
jets of his thrusters -- his spacesuit figure begins
to nove off in the direction he was concentrating
upon.

ANOTHER ANGLE - SPOCK

His thrusters nmoving himacross V ger's vast chanber
then dropping down into a deep "trough"-1like area

whi ch stretches into the distance ahead of him A

cl oud of CRYSTAL FORMS (Kirk's entrapnent) becone
visible to one side but Spock passes them at sone dis-
tance and does not attract them

We can SEE nore clearly now the point on the inner wall
of the trough toward which Spock is heading. It is an
unusual conbi nati on of GLON NG FORCEFI ELDS whi ch seem
to mark this point of the vessel as of sone inportance.
(Here, also, we wll becone aware of "sensor-bee"
swarns, intermttently darting toward this sane wal
fromall points of the chanber.)

I NT. Al RLOCK AREA

SHON NG Kirk in a thruster spacesuit, hel et being
readi ed by Al RLOCK TECHNI CI ANS. McCoy is al so here,
arguing with Kirk:

Kl RK
(fromthe start)
| don't want him stopped, Bones;
I want himto |ead ne to whatever's

out there...!
Mc COY
And if that 'whatever' has taken
over his mnd....?
Kl RK
Then he'll have still led ne to

it, won't he?

And Kirk steps into the airlock door, hits a control --
it begins sliding closed behind him

INT. V' GER - ANGLE UP TOMNARD ENTERPRI SE

UP THROUGH the circular airlock door as it slides open
-- and Kirk's tiny spacesuited figure floats down
cl ear of the saucer.

CLOSER ON KI RK
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SEEI NG his face through the spacesuit faceplate as he
scans the darkness.

SULU S VA CE
Bridge, Captain. W make Spock
as 26 Mark 345 degrees off ship's
axi s.

During which, Kirk spots sonething.
KI RK' S POV 281

Spock's STROBE blinker at a mle or so distance,
nearing V' ger's inner walls.

ANGLE ON KI RK 282

Kl RK
I have himin sight.

During which, Kirk touches his thruster controls and
blue thruster jet propels himoff in the direction

i ndicated. His thrusters cone on for a | onger period

of time as he accelerates to the higher speed necessary
to overtake Spock...

INT. ITLIA S QUARTERS 283

The DOOR SNAPPI NG open, and "lIlia", MCoy and Decker
entering. Then CAMERA REVEALS Chapel already inside,
| ooki ng through sone fenmal e adornnents she's found

t here.

CHAPEL
| remenber Lt. Ilia once nentioning
that she wore this...

DECKER
(reacting; tight)
when we net.

Clearly this is very painful to Decker. Meanwhile,

Chapel hands the Deltan headband to "Ilia".
CHAPEL
(gently)
Put it on.

“I'lia" hasn't the slightest idea what to do with the
headband, holds it, runs her fingers over the jewels
and feathers enbedded into it. Chapel takes it from
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her, places it on '"Ilia s" head, now switches on the
light illumnating the dressing table mrror -- stands
behi nd her with Decker, both watching apprehensively.

ANGLE ON "I LI A" 284

studying her image in the mrror, her face totally
bl ank a nonent, but then breaking into a benused

frowmn -- as though trying to renenber. And:
CHAPEL
(hel pfully)
Ilia...
DECKER

(qui et; wurging)
On Delta... renenber...?

And it seens that "Ilia" does renenber. She peers at
her inmage, then sets the headband into its exact
proper position. Then she turns and | ooks at them
with recognition.

"I LIA"
(hal tingly)
Dr. Chapel...
ACROSS CHAPEL TO DECKER 285
as Chapel smles, pleased, and | ooks at Decker who
stares at "llia" nonplussed. This is Ilia com ng
alive!
"I LIA"
(to Decker)
"Wl

And she touches his hand, runs her own hand over it,
and sm | es.

Decker is conpletely overwhel ned, struggles for words
and | ooks to McCoy for sone kind of help. MCoy
real i zes Decker is losing hinself in fantasy.

Me COY
(gently rem ndi ng)
Commander... this is a nechanism.

Decker is startled, and for another slit-second he's
lost -- but then he realizes the reality, and what he
shoul d do:

DECKER



(gently; but urgingly)
Ilia, help us make direct contact

with V ger...
"I'LIA
|... cannot.
Decker | ooks at "Ilia's" hand still resting on his.
Then:
DECKER
Then tell us who V ger is; where
he's from.. Wneed your help.
For anot her nonent "llia" continues smling at Decker,

hol di ng his hand. Then, abruptly, the sm |l e vani shes
-- the hand is released. Cearly, she's again the
probe, as:

n I Ll AII
Why have two carbon units entered
Vger...?

Decker gl ances at McCoy, who shakes his head al npst
i nperceptibly: he doesn't know. But Decker has an
obvi ous reply:

DECKER
They want to nake contact with
V' ger..
(trying to revive
"I'lia s" menory again;
t ouches her hand)
Ilia...

“I'lta" peers at himblankly, allows himto continue
touchi ng her hand, but obviously it nmeans nothing to
her .

DECKER
(conti nui ng;
di stressed,
to "lIlia")
Does V' ger object to the presence
of the two carbon units?

"I LIA"
The carbon units are of no
consequence; V ger will determ ne
t hei r purpose.

Me COY
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Their purpose is to survive.

"I LIA"
That is also V ger's purpose.

Decker's face reflects his benusenent:

DECKER
You said V ger's purpose was to
find and join with the Creator

"1 LIA
That is how V ger will survive.

ON DECKER

as now, the benusenent changes to just the slightest
enl i ght ennent .

n I Ll AII
I wish to continue ny observati ons.

INT. V' GER - KI RK MANEUVERI NG W THI N THE CHAMBER

Kirk but a small object, thruster jets occasionally

spurting as he guides hinself deeper into the trench
as he continues forward progress in the direction he
saw Spock t aki ng.

CLOSER ON KI RK

So we can SEE his face (through the plate), as he | ooks

ahead into the distance toward Spock.
KIRK'S POV (O

Spock's STROBE signal closer and Spock's tiny space-
suited figure now becomng dimy visible as he noves
steadily toward the GLON NG FORCEFI ELDS of the inner
wal | .

ON KI RK

H s attention fixed on Spock, he never notices unti
an instant too late an O S. object; quickly he hits a
thruster control, and we SEE the MANEUVERI NG JET turn
himto the side as:

W DER ANGLE - KIRK AND THE BLOB FORMATION (O

A swarm of strange-| ooking translucent crystal-Iike
FORMS on a collision course with Kirk. (NOTE: They
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were traveling randomy, and are not deliberate ob-
structions. However, Kirk's nearness now has attracted
them and the swarm of them heads in his direction.

Kirk tries to avoid them he hits a second MANEUVERI NG
JET -- but he overconpensates, and spins straight into
the intercepting swarm of them

292 MED. SHOT - KIRK (O 292

as the nearest crystal forms VWH P | NTO SHOT, adheri ng
to Kirk's spacesuit. He hits full MANEUVERI NG JETS
now, seens to nake sone escape, but still nore forns
VH P I'N, adhere.

Kl RK
Bridge...!

293 | NT. BRI DGE - EMPHASI ZI NG HELM 293
Al'l eyes anxiously on the O S. main viewer.

KIRK S VO CE
stand by, | nmay be in trouble..

Sulu hits the viewer nmagnification control
294 ANGLE TO MAIN VI EVER (M 294

As the distant STROBE FLASHES of Kirk's spacesuit are
MAGNI FI ED CLOSER, pulling Kirk into MEDI UM LONG SHOT
We can SEE the details of the swarm of forns adheri ng.
But we can SEE that Kirk's spacesuit is now about half
covered with them

294A  REVERSE ANGLE 294A

Expressions of bridge crewto reflect the horror of
what they're seeing as:

SULU
Your phaser, Captain...!
Use your phaser...

KIRK' S VO CE
(transmtter, weak)
Can't... reach... phas --
(transm ssi on breaks
of f in heavy STATIC)

CHEKOV
Airlocks two and four --
prepare to | aunch rescue
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t eans!

(gl anci ng at viewer)
Chi ef Lang! Get them out
t here! Fast!

SULU
M. Spock, the Captain is in
trouble, directly behind you --
t hree hundred neters!
(beat)
M. Spock!

Looks of distress are exchanged.
I NT. V' GER - SPOCK 295

Spock's spacesuited figure MOVI NG TOMRD t he CAVERA
as we HEAR

KIRK'S VO CE
(weak; STATI QO
Spock...! ... need help...

trapped. . .!

No indication at first that Spock has heard; his face
set wwth determ nation, his eyes fixed on his destin-
ation: the inner wall.

KIRK S VA CE
(conti nui ng; weakeni ng;
STATI O
pressure on ne...! ... can't
nove...! Spock...!
ON SPOCK - CLCSE 296

as Kirk's VOCE STOPS -- and all that is heard now
is the HEAVY STATIC crackling om nously. Spock's
expression flickers, then he hits reverse thruster
JETS, stops -- he turns to glance at the inner wall,
then his thrusters turn himso he can | ook back the
way he cane from But he cannot resist Kirk's call
he suddenly hits his thruster controls, then JETS
FLARE, and:

W DER ANGLE - SPOCK 297
as thruster JETS accel erate hi mback toward Kirk.
I NT. BRIDGE - VIEWER (M 298

showi ng Kirk's spacesuit conpletely covered, encased
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in the blob. Kirk is no |longer noving. But in the
di stance, facing toward himis Spock!

I NT. V' GER - KIRK AND SPOCK

wi th Spock in the near distance, heading TOMRD the
CAMERA. As he approaches Kirk, Spock brings out his
phaser. Now he hits the controls for the REVERSE JETS --
he sl ows RAPIDLY as he approaches Kirk's now conpl et e-
|y encased spacesuit. Spock makes a quick phaser

adj ust nent .

ANGLE ON SPOCK AND KI RK' S ENCASED SPACESUI T (O (S)

Spock | evel s the phaser carefully. FIRES. The PHASER
BEAM stri kes the blob form-- it SHATTERS, the pieces
DI SI NTEGRATI NG,

I NT. V' GER - SPOCK AND KI RK
faci ng each other while hovering in space.

Kl RK
Bridge, cancel rescue teans.
(hard)
Spock, what in the hell are you
doi ng out here!

SPOCK
| am seeki ng answers, Captain.

Kl RK
(with insight)
Answers to what, Spock? CQur
dilemma -- or your personal one?

Spock does not imediately reply, peers at Kirk through
the faceplate a | ong beat, then abruptly | ooks away,
points off into the distance:

ANOTHER ANGLE - | NCLUDI NG I NNER WALL (O

We can SEE what appear to be SPARKLI NG GLOBULES OF

LI GHT darting toward the inner wall in the distance,
t hen di sappearing there. (W'Il SEE other swarns
occasionally too, conming fromdifferent directions --
they will later be identified as "sensor swarns" on
cl oser exam nation.)

SPOCK

(poi nting)
Captain, | believe there we wl|
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find an i ndi cati on of whoever --
or whatever -- is aboard this
vessel . ..

Kirk wei ghs alternatives, then pushes his thruster
controls and begins noving in the direction Spock
I ndi cat ed.

Their thruster jets flash, propel themtoward the
point on the inner wall.

INT. V' GER - AT I NNER WALL

The nost prom nent area of the vast inner wall -- the
patterns on the wall here seemto GAONwith life.

The spacesuited figures of Kirk and Spock ENTER SCENE
gliding slowy toward what seens to be the central
part of theses patterns.

CLOSER ON KI RK AND SPOCK

as they approach and then we SEE the brief REVERSE
THRUSTERS and then forward nonentum stops; notionl ess.
Then Spock sees sonething, indicates.

LONG ANGLE TO | NCLUDE SENSOR SWARM (O

Now, we SEE that they are tiny, nulti-col ored points
of FLASHI NG LI GHT -- alnost |ike swarns of bees.
They approach the inner wall at this central point
and seemto "disappear” through the orifice.

KI RK AND SPOCK - ANOTHER " SWARM' APPROACHI NG (O

This "sensor swarnt has been comng froma direction
that will take them cl ose past Kirk and Spock. Then,
as It passes, Spock reaches out quickly, grabs.
He turns to Kirk, his hand cl osed on sonet hi ng.

CLOSE ON KI RK AND SPOCK ( AGAI NST "TUBE" WALL)

Spock opens his hand, retaining a hold on sonething
with his fingers. He brings it up to Kirk's face mask
-- it's atiny SENSOR, its nulti-colors flashing as it
tries to escape from Spock's fingers. And in this CLOSE
VIEW we SEE that this is a SENSOR very nuch |ike the
one we've seen earlier enbedded in the Ilia-probe's
throat hollow. Then Spock releases it and it darts

to join the sensor swarm near the opening of the inner
wal | .

KI RK AND SPOCK' S POV (O
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Fromthis closer distance, we SEE that an openi ng ap-
pears in the wall, admts the sensor swarm then cl oses
i medi ately.

309 BACK TO SHOT 309

Kirk and Spock exchange a | ook. Their thruster JETS
ignite briefly, nmoving themin that direction.

310 INT. V' GER - KIRK AND SPOCK (O 310

cl osely approaching the inner wall now, timng their
novenents to coincide with the arrival of another
"swarnt -- the wall begins OPENI NG The "swarni

t hrough, the wall begins CLOSING -- but Spock and
Kirk slip in before it closes.

311 I NT. "MEMORY CAVE" - SPOCK AND Kl RK 311

The wal | cl osing behind them they are safely inside.
But as they stop their forward nmomentum their eyes
wi den with awe and surprise at what they are seeing:

311A  VWHAT THEY SEE (M 311A

The | ong "cave" chanber with its row of huge MEDI ATOR
BALLS extending into the distance. To one side, the
gl eam ng CRYSTAL MEMORY WALL

311B KI RK AND SPOCK 311B

as Spock makes a quick anal ysis and estimte of what
they are seeing. Then, he takes out his tricorder
again, propels hinself toward the nenory crystals.
Kirk follows.

311C AT MEMORY CRYSTAL 311C
as Spock adjusts his tricorder through several readings.

SPOCK
It woul d appear that the atomc
arrays of these crystals store
i nformation. A renarkably
efficient system

Kl RK
(i ndi cat es)
And t hese 'sensor-swarns' coll ect
that data, carry it here.
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SPOCK
(nods; i ndicates)
New crystal s: they nust contain
t he nost recent data obtained --

And Spock touches one of these new crystals (it wll
shinier, nore pulsating than the others): ANOTHER

PROFUSI ON OF FAI NT | MAGES, but this tinme including a
pattern-1like image of Klingons, Klingon vessels (the
ones destroyed by the Coud), and obvious Starfl eet
personnel -- and the Epsilon 9 station. Also, a

of the Security Guard killed by the probe. And Ilia.

Kl RK
Klingons... our Epsilon 9 station
and Ilial! They seemto be

nore than just inmages...

SPOCK
(agr eei ng)
Exact patterns. The energy bolt
that hit themwasn't sinply a
weapon -- it dematerialized them
stored them But why?

And he turns and begins noving on, studying the wall,
consulting his tricorder.

ACRCSS THEM TO ANOTHER SECTI ON OF THE WALL

Spock inspecting this area at which the "newer" crystals

are PULSATI NG and GLON NG and whi ch appears to be a

term nation of the Crystal area, continuing on and dis-

appearing through the wall.

Kl RK
If this is their ship's data
banks, where is the crew? O
is their entire ship automated?

SPOCK
Captain, | do not believe there
is acrew-- or that this is a

vessel as such
A beat, as Kirk reacts incredul ously.

SPOCK
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(conti nui ng)
| am al nost certain now that al
of this is Vger -- | believe
that we are inside alife form
a living machine.

Spock turns his spacesuit, turns his tricorder out to-
ward the Mediator Balls, takes a reading in that di-
rection. Then a glance to Kirk.

SPOCK
| nust attenpt mndneld with it,
Capt ai n.

Spock touches his spacesuit controls; the THRUSTER
JETS nove himout toward the Medi ator Balls.

Kl RK
(war ni ngl y)
Spock. . .

ANGLE AT MEDI ATOR BALL

Spock reaching the Ball, halts his nmonentum and renoves

one gauntlet, baring his hand. Stretching the bare
hand toward a part of it which | ooks strangely "alive."
The very power generated fromthis area is clearly
affecting Spock's hand. Meanwhile, Kirk has used his
THRUSTERS to join him

Kl RK
Spock, if you're right, its mnd
may be enornous. ..

But Spock pays himno attention, his entire being now
focused on the PULSATING GLOWof the "alive" area --

t he CAMERA MOVI NG I N CLOSER TO Spock, as he forces his
hand toward that surface, closer, closer.

Kl RK

wat chi ng, al nost nesnerized. Torn between wanting to
pul | Spock away fromthe wall -- and know ng that
Spock nmust go through with it. For everyone's sake.

CLOSER ON SPOCK

preparing for the ordeal, noving his hand to the "liv-
ing area,"” the invisible force even stronger -- but
Spock's strength unwaveri ng, and now he touches the
surface -- and it FLARES WTH STRANGE ENERGY at the
touch. And at the same nonment Spock' body convul ses
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as if tens of thousands of volts of electricity are
char gi ng through him

CLCSE ON SPOCK' S FACE

as he begins to shudder with the shock, the CAVERA
CONTI NUES | NTO EXTREME CLOSE- UP as we SEE Spock's nouth
open -- he SCREAMS. CAMERA | NTO EXTREME CLOSE SHOT OF
SPOCK' S EVYES.

CAMERA ZOOM - THROUGH SPOCK' S EYES

MJUSIC IN AND UP as we travel through ABSTRACT | MAGES
(per Con Pederson discussion). Synmbolizing V ger's

i ncredi bl e and conpl ex store of nechanistic know edge,
t hese | MAGES suggest patterns of atons, nol ecul es,

gal axi es, dinensions of the universe beyond human
knowl edge or conprehension. It takes only fifteen or
twenty seconds, but seens to span aeons, taking us
through mcro-infinity and macro-infinity.

DI SSCLVE TO :
I NT. DI SPENSARY - SPOCK' S EYES

CAMERA BRI DA NG BACK QUT THROUGH SPOCK' S EYES AND | NTO
ANGLE ON SPOCK' S FACE as he lies in a sickbay bed. H's
eyes are open; he is staring straight ahead as if in a
catatonic state, conpletly unaware of his surroundi ngs.
Then Doct or Chapel |eans I NTO SCENE, noving a nedical
scanner over the brain area.

CHAPEL
Now scanni ng pons area at spina
nerve fiber connection..

ANGLE ON McCOY AND KI RK

McCoy at a console, watching readings he is getting
from Chapel 's scanner. Kirk watches MCoy anxiously.

Mc COY
I ndi cati ons of sone neurol ogi cal
trauma--the power pouring through
that m nd-nmel d nust have been
st aggering. ..

Before Kirk can reply, they HEAR a LAUGH An abrupt,
harsh, bitter |augh.

ACROSS THEM TO SI CKBAY
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as all whirl to the patient area where it is obviously
Spock who has just |aughed -- but there is no indication
of | aughter fromhimnow A startled Chapel has stepped
back away fromthe bed. Spock seens to be attenpting

to focus, orient hinself as Kirk and McCoy hurry to the
bedsi de.

SPOCK

(qui et)
Jim..

And Spock reaches out a hand weakly., takes a surprised
Kirk's hand in his. MCoy exchanges a surprised gl ance
with Kirk, as Spock -- clutching Kirk's hand in friend-
ship and need -- struggles to summon strength to speak.

SPOCK
(conti nui ng)
This sinple feeling...
(1 ooks at Kirk)
is so far beyond V ger's
conpr ehensi on.

ANOTHER ANGLE

with Kirk and McCoy exchangi ng anot her surprised
gl ance (at Spock's enotion), with McCoy gesturing Kirk
not to question it.

Kl RK
(gently)
Were you right? Spock? V ger
is aliving machine...?

SPOCK
(noddi ng)
Alife formof its own; a
conscious, living entity.

CHAPEL
(reacting)
A living machine...?!

Mc COY
(to Chapel)
We're living machines, too: protein
mechani sns.

Kirk nods at MCoy.

KI RK
And it considers the Enterprise a
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living machine: that's why the
probe refers to our ship as an
entity.

CHAPEL
If it thinks our ship is alive
what does it think we are?

Mc COY
(dryly)
An 'infestation' -- bacteria...
m cr obes.
ANOTHER ANGLE
as Spock turns to Kirk.
SPOCK

| saw V' ger's planet: a planet
popul ated by |iving machi nes.
Unbel i evabl e t echnol ogy.
(pai ned)
V' ger has know edge that spans this
uni ver se.
And... in all this order... al
this magnificence, V ger feels
no awe...no delight... no beauty...
(a beat; exhausted)
| should have known..

Kirk waits for Spock to continue, but Spock seens too
weak.

Kl RK
Know what, Spock? What ?

But Spock falls back, exhausted -- and McCoy gently
tugs at Kirk, AD-LIBBING "Let himrest, Jim.."
Kirk shrugs McCoy away, addresses Spock:

Kl RK
(conti nui ng)
What shoul d you have known?

SPOCK
(weak)
No neani ng... No hope..
(sumoni ng strength)
And, Jim no answers...!
Jim it's looking for answers
itself!
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Kl RK
VWhat answer s?

SPOCK
"Is this all | an? |Is there not
nor e?"

Just then an | NTERCOM S| GNAL

UHURA' S VO CE
A faint signal fromStarfl eet,
sir! Intruder C oud has been
| ocated on their outer nopnitors
for past twenty-seven mnutes...
di ssipating rapidly as it approaches.

| mredi ately, Sulu's voice:

SULU S VA CE
Starfleet reports forward velocity
has sl owed to sub-warp speed! W
are three mnutes fromEarth's
orbit!-

Kl RK
(into intercon
"Il be right there...
(to Chapel; crisp)
| need Spock on the bridge.

ANOTHER ANGLE 323
as Chapel urns to a MED TECH, AD LIBS an order,

"Dal aphaline, twenty cc's..." As the Tech quickly sets

the hypo-injector, and hands it to Chapel - and she

i njects Spock, the hypo emtting a fast, QU ET H SS --
Kirk gazes at Spock just an instant as Spock breathes
deeply, the drug clearly strengthening him Chapel

and the Tech hel p Spock fromthe bed, as Kirk addresses
MeCoy:

Kl RK
A machi ne planet...? Sending a
machine to Earth | ooking for its
Creator...?

Me COY
God.

Kirk | ooks at him then at Spock -- on his feet now --
then at McCoy agai n:
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Kl RK
"To find the Creator,' the probe
said. Find God...?

Mc COY
Isn't that what we're all trying
to do...?
(dryly)

Al'l us nachines...?

Kirk stands facing himanother nonment, then whirls
and steps to the nonitor, flips sonme buttons, and
peaks into his conmuni cator.

Kl RK
M . Chekov, Commander Decker's
present | ocation?

CHEKOV' S VA CE
He... they... are in Engineering,
sir.

Kl RK
(into intercom
| want to nmake a ship's announcenent.
But it's to be heard only in
Engi neeri ng.

UHURA' S VO CE
Ready, Capt ai n.

Kl RK
(voice anplified)
This is the Captain speaking. It
appears that the alien ship..
Vger... is NOI a nmanned vessel ..

ENG NEERI NG

SHOW NG Scott (at his console) listening to Kirk's
words -- and facing Decker and "Ilia" who are just
about to | eave Engineering. (In b.g. the Engine core
GLOWNS the appropriate color, and there is a SOFT
HUM of | DLE PONER.) Kirk's VO CE conti nues:

KIRK' S VA CE
(anmplified)
It is aliving entity...! A nachine

life form W are attenpting to
ascertain its intentions. Al
personnel will nmintain vell ow al ert
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st at us!
CLOSER ON DECKER AND "1 LI A"

The probe bl and as usual, but Kirk's words seemto
have strangely el ated Decker; he says to her:

DECKER
A machine...! Then it had to be
programred. By whom..?

"1 LIA
By the Creator.

DECKER

( probi ng)
To join, and beconme One with the

Creator?

"1 LIA"
To learn all that is |earnable;
to deliver all collected data to
the Creator on the third pl anet.
That is the progranm ng.

I NCLUDE SCOTT

just now confronting them regarding "lIlia" wth open
di sapproval .

SCOTT
Well, sir, now what about all that?
Aliving entity, the Captain says...
entity... Aliving thing...!

Decker really hasn't heard Scott; he's gazing at "llia,"
attenpting to digest what she's just said. But quickly:

DECKER
Thank you, Scotty...

He noves to | eave.

SCOTT
(dourly)
Your wel cone, sir.
Now Decker and "Ilia" nove toward the exit, Scott gaz-
ing after themglaringly, watching "lIlia's" every
nove. Suddenly, alnost into the corridor, "lIlia" turns

and | ooks back at the engi ne room She addresses
Decker, but |oad enough for Scott to overhear:
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"1 LIA"
There is no |ogical reason for
carbon units to control Enterprise's
power systens.

SCOTT
(to "Ilia")
Lassie, if |I were functioning
"logically," right nowl'd be
showi ng you the inside of our
scrap netal conpactor!

I NT. BRI DGE

Kirk with McCoy and Spock, who although somewhat shaky,
is clearly nore alert. They are just assunming their
stations.

UHURA
We're now | ocked into Starfleet's
transcei vers; Adm ral Nogura has
recei ved your reports, sir.

ANGLE | NCLUDI NG VI EMER (O

Kirk pausing halfway to his chair to study the viewer
on which is appearing an | MAGE of V ger |oomng om -
nously in orbit over Earth.

UHURA
The visual is a |unar nonitor
relay, sir.

As they begin to study it, the | MAGCE suddenly distorts and
Is replaced by signal interference -- SIGNAL STATIC LI NES
RUNNI NG ACRCSS THE VI EMER SCREEN

(Somewhat resenbling the kind of high voltage interference
some-tinmes seen on the tel evision screen.)

UHURA
(conti nui ng)
Heavy interference, sir -- it's
com ng fromhere, inside the
intruder itself...

Uhura hits buttons and i nmediately fromthe speakers we
HEAR A SERI ES OF CARRI ER WAVE BEEPS. Spock | ooks up from
his console, listens to it.

SPOCK
Puzzling! The interference
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appears to be a rather sinple
carrier wave code signal...

UHURA
On an old style radio frequency,
sir...

PAST KI RK TO THE ELEVATOR 329

as the doors snap open and Decker and "Ilia" appear.
Al'l eyes go to them as:

"I LIA"
(to Decker
i nterrupting)
As | stated, V ger calls to the
Creator.

DECKER
(nods; turns to Kirk)
V' ger is announcing that it has
arrived, sir -- that it's ready
to deliver the information it
was programred to collect...

"1 LI A"
"To learn all that is |earnable.’
DECKER
(to Kirk)

It expects a return signal now,
ordering it to transmt that
information to the Creator.

UHURA
(whirling)
Sir! V ger's signals have
st opped. ..
"I LIA"
(as if frightened)
Decker... The Creator has not
r esponded.

Kirk hears this, turning inquiringly toward her, but
Uhura interrupts:

UHURA
Picking up Starfl eet again; a
| unar nmonitor relay...

ANGLE | NCLUDI NG VI EMER (O 330



as, indeed, the interference is fading and a new Min
Viewer | MAGE is appearing -- it shows V GER I N EARTH
ORBIT with a strange | ooking OBJECT novi ng away from
V' ger. It is an om nous |ooking, HUGE SW RLI NG GREEN

MASS -- it resenbles the sane green plasma-energy bolts
that destroyed the Klingons and Epsilon 9 -- and very
nearly the Enterprise. It is not a bolt now -- the mass

is much larger and appears nuch nore deadly. A second
obj ect has now fornmed and noves off, a third one begins
to appear. (Meanwhile, the first and second PLASMA-
ENERGY OBJECTS are noving off into the distance in
different direction.)

Mc COY
My God! They're the sane kind
of things that destroyed the
Kl i ngons, Epsilon N ne..

SPOCK
(interrupting; from
sci ence consol e)
These read as identical conposition...
(turns to Kirk)
however, Captain, they neasure
several hundred tines nore
power f ul !

Kl RK
H gh mag, M. Sul u!

Sul u adjusts the viewer through several | MAGE MAGNI -
FI CATIONS until we SEE the huge OM NOUS GREEN DEVI CES
nore clearly.

SULU
The third one is noving off too --
a fourth one is formng..

UHURA
(over | appi ng)
Urgent signal from Starfl eet,
Capt ai n!
(turns, shaken)
All Earth defense systens have
gone dead.

Kirk reacts hard at this. Uhura gets anot her nessage.

UHURA
(conti nui ng)



Sir, Starfleet conputes their
trajectories as noving toward
equi di stant positions over Earth.

331 ANOTHER ANGLE - KI RK AND SPOCK 331
exchangi ng significant gl ances.

SPOCK
From four equi di stant positions,
Captain, a detonation woul d bl anket
the entire surface of the planet.

DI FALCO
| plot them as reachi ng equi di st ant
positions in... twenty-nine
mnutes, sir... mark!

332 ACRCSS KI RK TO DECKER AND "1 LI A" 332
as Kirk vaults fromhis chair, strides to a handrail to
confront the "Ilia"-probe.

Kl RK
Wy. .. ?!

“1LIA"
The carbon-units infection wll
now be renoved fromthe Creator's
pl anet .

KI RK
Wy ?!

"1 LI A"
The Creator has not answered.

Kl RK
The carbon-units are not
responsi bl e for that.

n I Ll AII
You i nfest and control Enterprise.
V' ger believes carbon-units interfere
with the Creator in the same manner.

SPOCK
(to Kirk)
Then V ger believes the Creator to
be a nmachi ne t oo.

DECKER
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(nods)

It seens we all inagine God in our
own i nmage.
ANGLE ON MAI'N VI EVER - | NCLUDI NG CHEKOV (O 333

Three of the four OM NOUS SW RLI NG GREEN OBJECTS have
all nmoved away from V ger now, in different directions,
growing smaller in the distance. The fourth object is
hol di ng position nearby, seemng to grow in size and
intensity.

ANGLE EMPHASI ZI NG KI RK 334

as he throws a | ook toward Spock who is now in deep
meditation. Kirk turns and takes "Ilia's" shoul ders
and carefully turns her to face him

Mec COY
simlar life forns...?
Jim V ger's saying the Creator
is a nachine...!

DECKER
(grimy amused)
O course: we all create God
in our own inage.

Kirk peers at Decker a nonent, ingesting this thought.
Then he addresses "llia" again, this time with enotion:
after all, he is pleading for the survival of the
entire pl anet:

KI RK
V ger! If we are | esser beings,
we are still, Iike you, living.
And because we are alive, we --
like you -- wish to survive.
You nust not destroy --

Kirk pauses abruptly: "llia" is regarding himblandly,
stonily -- not the slightest reaction or response;
clearly Kirk's plea is being ignored.

Kirk draws in his breath to continue, realizes the
futility, turns hel plessly to Spock.

ACRGCSS Kl RK TO SPOCK 335

who has been listening intently, with near fascination
-- an idea formng in his mnd. Quickly, he steps
down to Kirk:
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SPOCK
(quiet, terse)
Capt ai n. .
(reaches Kirk)
Treat V ger as you would... a
chi |l d.

FAVORI NG Kl RK

startled at this, not sure he's heard correctly.

Kl RK
Child...!?
SPOCK
Yes, Captain, a child: evol ving
into adul thood -- |earning, searching

-- instinctively needing.

DECKER
(intrigued)
Needi ng what...?

Mc COY
Spock, this '"child is about
toelimnate all life on Earth;
how do we teach it that that's
"wong'? Wth a spanking...!?

Spock peers at McCoy al nost sadly, then replies to
Decker .

SPOCK
It doesn't know what it needs,
Comm ander. ..
(to Kirk)

It does not know.

Kirk says nothing, |ooks at Spock who is awaiting a
reaction; then Kirk glances at "lIlia" -- his brain

Is racing, struggling to reach a decision. And then:

Kl RK
(abruptly to
“Ilia")
The carbon--units-know why-the
Cr eat or - has- not - r esponded.

Mc COY
(shocked)
Jim..!

336



DECKER
(to "llia,™"
urgi ngly)
Ilia... we can help V ger
find what it needs --

“I'lia" studies Decker just a bland beat, then turns
to Kirk:

"1 LIA"
(to Kirk, hard)
Di scl ose the i nformati on.

Kl RK
(cool, calm
Not until V ger withdraws the
devices orbiting the third pl anet.

“1LIA"
KIRK UNI'T! DI SCLOSE THE
I NFORMATI ON!

Kirk studies her a nonent, then decides to press his
bet :

Kl RK
(to "Ilia," al nost
pl easant)

(then to crew

commandi ngl y)
Secure all stations. Cear
t he bridge.

A nmonent where all are startled at this order -- but
no tinme for questions as just then the ship is ROCKED
BY A FURI QUS POVNERFUL ERUPTI ON NEARBY wit hin V' ger

DECKER

(anplified)
Bridge to all decks, secure
your stations.

Mc COY
Your child is having a
tantrum Spock

SULU
Clear the bridge, Captain...?

Kl RK
That was the order, M. Sul u:



Cl ear the bridge.
Just then another ERUPTION -- the ship is ROCKED AGAI N
337 I NT. INSIDE V' GER - THE ENTERPRI SE 337

rocked about by the furious powerfields -- with
frightening displays of ray energy.

338 I NT. BRI DGE 338

as all react to the powerful blasts, holding on to
railings, etc, at the sane tine attenpting to secure
their stations for the evacuation. The DAMAGE REPAIR
TECHNI Cl AN | eaves his station, crossing to exit.

DAVAGE TECH
(1 eavi ng bri dge;
to Captain)
Severe stress on engi ne pyl ons,
sir.
"I LIA"

(to Kirk; flat)
V' ger requires the information.

Kirk nerely | ooks at her, then to the evacuating crew

Kl RK
Bri dge secure all stations!
Move out!

Mc COY

Jim what the hell kind of
strategy is this...?

Meanwhi | e, Decker has crossed to Chekov's now abandoned
consol e, checks it.

DECKER
Al'l ship's functions going to
automati c, Captain.

339 ANGLE ON KIRK 339
turning to confront "Ilia":

Kl RK
If V ger destroys the Enterprise,
the information V ger requires
will also be destroyed.



339A | NCLUDI NG VI EVEER 339A

as LI GHT SHOW out si de perceptically recedes, and sinul -

taneously the ROCKI NG CEASES. At the sane tine, "llia"
I S saying:
"1 LIA"
It isillogical to wthhold

requi red i nformation.

Kirk does not reply to this, turns away to observe

the withdrawi ng crew. Most are out; only Spock,

Decker and McCoy remain behind -- with McCoy on his
way. The bridge lighting dins, and now Kirk | ooks at
Spock, who nods approvingly; clearly Spock is the only
person who seens to conprehend what Kirk is doing, and
why. As Kirk now noves toward the exit, and the lights
are di nmed even further:

"I LIA"
(al nost polite)
Kirk-unit, why do you not
di scl ose information?

Kl RK
Because V' ger is going to
destroy all the carbon units
on the third planet.

"I LIA"

They have repressed the Creator.
KI RK

The information will not be

di scl osed.

And, gesturing the others ahead of him Kirk starts
toward the bridge elevator. "llia" calls after him

"I LIA"
(al nost a pl ea)
V' ger needs the infornation.

340 AT THE ELEVATORS 340

Decker and McCoy about to enter, Spock and Kirk just
behind -- all stopping abruptly now at "Ilia' s" state-
nment. The very tone of her voice is enough for them
to realize they have made a very telling point. Kirk
foll ows fast:

Kl RK
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Then V' ger nust withdraw its
orbiting devices.

"I LIA
V' ger wwll conmply if the carbon
units disclose the information.

ANGLE ON McCOY
wyly reacting to this:

Me COY
It learns fast, doesn't it...?

ACRCSS MeCOY TO KI RK AND SPOCK

as Kirk | ooks at Spock, Kirk's whol e expression convey-
i ng the obvious question: "What the hell do we do now?"

But Spock is ready with an answer:

SPOCK
Captain, the vessel -- V ger --
obvi ously operates froma
central brain conplex...

Spock allows the sentence to hang, as he and Kirk
eye each other significantly, the CAMERA SW NG NG
OVER TO KIRK so we can perceive that to Kirk this
I dea has an even greater significance.

Kl RK
(to Spock)
The orbiting devices would be
controlled fromthe point,

then...?
SPOCK
Preci sely.
Kirk nods grimy, faces "llia" again; this tine

he's playing for all the stakes.

KI RK
The carbon units' information
cannot be disclosed to V ger's
probe... only to V ger directly.

ANOTHER ANGLE - REACTI ONS

all wait with hushed expectancy, all eyes on "llia"

who seens nonentarily in some internal comrunication

341

342

343



344

345

346

She turns away fromKirk and steps forward | ooki ng at
the Main Viewer.

Mc COY
(i ndicating
Vi ewer)
Jim..!

PAST THEM TO VI EVEER

the i mage of the chanber in which the Enterprise is

i mpri soned. But now, toward the chamber-end, where
further passage had previously been barred by the | ace-
work energy barriers -- an OPENI NG APPEARS. And at

the same tine there is a GENTLE LURCH NG EFFECT, and:

DECKER
Forward notion, Captain...

SPOCK
A tractor beam..

“I'lia" steps down fromthe platformand into the well
where she is closer to the viewer.

DECKER
Captain, what's the next nove?

Kl RK
The question is, M. Decker, is
there a next nove...

I NT. V' GER - THE ENTERPRI SE

novi ng through the chanber, pulled by the invisible
tractor beam toward the OPENING -- toward the next
chanber which, fromthis POV seens even | arger

nor e forbi ddi ng.

I NT. BRI DGE

as the four officers step down onto the bridge, Spock
hurrying to his science station, Kirk to the center
seat .

Kl RK
Resune duty stations, M. Decker.

As Kirk attends to his console, Deck is at an
i ntercom

DECKER
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(into intercom
voi ce anplified)
Al'l personnel resunme stations...!

At the sane tine the lights are brightening -- and
menbers of the bridge crew begin returning. Al this
time there is an ever increasing sense of novenent.
Kirk glances at Decker:

Kl RK
Well, M. Decker, it seens ny
bluff is being called.

DECKER
I'"'mafraid our hand is pretty
weak, Capt ai n.
(slight smle)
But it's the only ganme in town.

Kirk reacts, pleased, a split beat at Decker's "our"
hand, and goes on:

Kirk throws hima | ook of appreciation, then, abruptly
hi s manner changes as he addresses Chekov:

Kl RK
M. Chekov, when do those devices
activate?

CHEKOV
They reach final position in..
Twenty-seven mnutes -- mark

Kl RK

(a beat; then into
I ntercom
Engi neering. ..
I NT. ENG NEERI NG - SCOTT 347

at his console, a fenmal e engineering technician (CH EF
ROSS) near by, the usual engine room anbience in the
b.g., as:

SCOTT
Scott, here, sir.
I NT. BRIDGE - KIRK WTH AN ANGLE ON SPOCK 348
as Kirk hesitates, glances around at the crew -- now
all having resuned their stations -- and then grinly

| ooks at "lIlia" who still remains at the rail
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Kl RK
(into intercom
eyes on "llia")
M. Scott, be prepared to execute
Starfleet order two zero zero
five.

Hearing this, Spock whirls around -- peers incredul ously
at Kirk. He appears for a nonent to be incensed at
Kirk's words. Then he realizes and understands Kirk's
position and turns, sadly resigned, back to his work.

I NT. ENG NEERI NG

as Scott, too, hears this, but his reaction is of grim
acceptance. Not so Chief Ross; she is horrified.

SCOTT
(with a glance at
Ross, into intercom
When, Captai n?

KI RK' S | NTERCOM VA CE
On ny conmand.

SCOrT
(somberly, into
I ntercom
Aye, sir.

And Scott hits buttons on his console, now noves to
step fromhis station, nearly collides with Ross, who
clearly is bravely struggling to maintain her poise
and dignity:

RCSS
Wiy has the Captain ordered self-
destruct, sir?

SCOTT
(a beat; gently)
| woul d say, |ass, because he
thinks -- he hopes -- that when

we go up... we'll take V ger
w th us.

ROSS
WIl we?

SCOrT

(wth grim

349



350

sati sfaction)
When that nuch matter and anti -
matter are brought together?
Ch, yes; we wll, indeed.

EXT. ENTERPRI SE - | NT. V' GER 350

The shi p passing now through a chanber that is vastly
nore active than anything we have previously seen.
Directly ahead appears to be an area that dispatches
powerfields; a tremendous volunme of them seemto ena-
nate and converge there. The nmedi um from which the
shi p noves appears al nost solid, to the point where it
seens incredible that the ship can be pulled through
It at all. The entire chanber pul ses with machi ne-
like, alien life. This should even be evidenced in the
boom ng POWNERFI ELD LI GHTENI NG BOLTS as they course in
ever nore frighteningly close proximty to the ship as:

350A I NT BRIDGE - | NCLUDI NG THE VI EVER 350A

ALT.

351

The crew all watching the awesone spectacle of V ger's
interior (on the viewer) as the Enterprise is being
pulled toward the brain conplex. Al are sonewhat sub-
dued, for all realize howtheir journey will end -- but
at the sanme tinme they also realize there is no other
way. The CAMERA PANS, catching facial reactions -- as,
in the b.g., we HEAR a constant flow of AD-LIBBED crew

conmment s:

CHEKOV
Twenty-five mnutes to device
activation, sir.

(Twent y-t wo)
(Ei ght een)

UHURA
Starfl eet has been apprised of
our situation, Captain.

SULU
Tractor beam remai ns constant. ..

DI FALCO
We are seventeen kiloneters inside
t he vessel ...

ANGLE ON SPOCK 351

Hi s back to the viewer, the angle does not reveal his
facial features, but we can discern himstruggling to
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contain his feelings.
W DER ANGLE (I NCLUDE KI RK, M:COY, AND DECKER)

Kirk's back to Spock as he watches the viewer, Kirk
now turning toward Spock.

KI RK
Spock. .. Spock...

Spock does not respond, then Kirk reacts with nonentary
annoyance, then realizes Spock is totally distracted.
Kirk peers at hima nonent, then suddenly rises and
steps up to:

SPOCK' S STATI ON - KIRK AND SPOCCK (McCOY IN B. G )

as Kirk arrives, wth Spock still facing away from
him clearly distracted.

Kl RK
(starts)
M. Spock -- | think..

Spock noves to face him turning fully INTO t he CAMERA
SO we can see now, just under Spock's eye:

A tear! Wlling fomthe eye, rolling down his cheek.
Kirk is speechless a nonent, glances at McCoy who has
al so witnessed this phenonenon, and started toward
Spock; but Kirk gestures McCoy to stay back, as he
addr esses Spock:

Kl RK
(qui et, feeling)
Not for us?

SPOCK
No, Captain, not for us... for V ger.

Spock pauses as Kirk peers incredulously at him then
conti nues:

SPOCK
(conti nui ng)
| weep for Vger, as | would for
a brother -- far nore know edgeabl e
than | -- and yet one step behind.

ANGLE ON McCOY AND DECKER

Li stening, MCoy's face reflecting concern; Decker's
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face conpassion and understandi ng, with Decker step-
pi ng cl oser to Spock, as Spock conti nues:

SPOCK
As | was -- when | cane aboard..
so is V ger now enpty, inconplete.
Searching. Logic and know edge are
not enough.

Mc COY
(wi th enpat hy)
Spock, are you saying that you
found, what you needed -- but V ger

hasn't?
SPOCK

Has not, Doctor -- and now, because

of what we are planning... will not...
Kl RK

(al nost hard)
There is no alternative.

DECKER
(gently pressing)
M. Spock, what would V ger need
to fulfill itself?

SPOCK
V' ger has begun to understand the
true limts of our universe,
thereby realizing the existence
of other dinensions. To fulfil
itself it nust evolve to a
hi gher di mension; V ger believes
this can be achi eved only by
joining with the Creator.

SPOCK ((ALTERNATI VE)
Each of us, at sone tine in our
life, turns to soneone, a father
a brother, a God and asks ' Wy
am | here?" 'Wiat was | neant
to be?" V ger hopes to touch its
Creator to find its answers.

355 ACRCSS Kl RK TO DECKER 355

as Decker reacts with sudden, al nbst evangelical en-
i ghtenment, as Kirk Says:
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Kl RK
(under st andi ng)
"Is this all that | an? Is there
not hi ng nore?

ON DI FALCO
reacting to the (O S.) viewer, AD LIBBING a terse:

DI FALCO
Captain...!

PAST KI RK AND SPOCK TO THE VI EVER

wher e anot her opening is suddenly visible -- another
chanber. But the violent and col or energy effects of
t he previous chanbers are no | onger evident. |nstead,
the entire chanber appears beautifully symetrical,
with a strange, subdued gl ow, which increases as we
nove cl oser.

SPOCK
(flat)
Captain, | believe that is our
desti nati on.
EXT. ENTERRI SE - INT. V GER - NEAR THE "I SLAND" 356

COVPLEX

Thi s enornous chanber resenbl es a hem sphere, |aced

t hroughout with dazzling energy patterns, not at al

om nous, but quite lovely in effect. As the Enterprise
continues forward notion, now ahead you will to SEE a
small "island." Floating in the exact center of the

hem sphere, the "island" seens alive with PULSING LI GHT,
with nore of the lovely and delicate ENERGY FORMS and
COLORS. On the "island," vague at this distance, ap
pears to be a "solid" matter form

I NT. BRI DGE - | NCLUDI NG VI EMER 357

The "island" loomng larger in the distance. And the
Enterprise (as evidenced fromthe viewer) perceptibly
slowing. Kirk just resum ng his command chair, as:

SULU
Forward notion sl ow ng, Captain...!
Kirk says nothing a nonent, studies the viewer -- and
t hen:

Kl RK
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(into intercon
Engi neering... Status, M. Scott?

SCOTT' S | NTERCOM VO CE
(sonber)
We're ready, sir.

Kl RK
(into intercom
Thank you, Scotty. Stand by.

ACRGSS KI RK TO McCOY

as Kirk turns fromthe intercomand gl ances at MCoy.
Bet ween them a total | ook of understanding.

EXT. ENTERPRI SE (I NT. V' GER)

The Enterprise approaching the edge of the "island" --
slowi ng, but still quite clearly being pulled by the
tractor beam The "solid matter” in the "island" cen-
ter still obscured by the STRANGE LI GHT GLOW enmanati ng
fromthat area. The Enterprise is now nearly at the

"i sl and" edge.

I NT. BRIDGE - | NCLUDI NG VI EVER
as all watching "island" |oomcloser and cl oser.

CHEKOV
Tractor beam strength | esseni ng,
Capt ai n.

Kl RK
(into intercom
M. Scott... on nmy next signal.

SPOCK
(fast)
Captain, the orbital device wll

(
not be triggered for twenty-two (ni net een. .
(fifteen. ..

m nut es. ..

Kl RK
The point. ..
( Your)

SPOCK
(eying "llia";
carefully)
The point is, Captain, twenty-two (ALT.
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shoul d

361

362

363

m nutes. W coul d have that nuch | oop "19" &
"15")

nore tine..

Kirk glances at the Viewer, the oncomng "island," then

at Spock:

Kl RK
(shakes head, no)
"19",) (M. Spock), if we do not provide
"15 ) V- ger with certain information, we
won't have twenty-two seconds; the
pl an nust be inpl enmented upon arrival.

DECKER
Captain, we can't be sure that our..
nmove... will actually save Earth

Kl RK

No!

Decker's last word is interrupted by an al nost gentle
BUWP -- and on the Viewer all perceptible notion has
stopped. At the sane tine:

SULU
Forward notion stopped, Captain.

CHEKOV
Tractor beamis rel eased.

INT. INSIDE V' GER - THE ENTERPRI SE AT THE "I SLAND"

The shi p's sauce | eading edge hol di ng position at
the "island" edge as though docked.

INT. BRIDGE "ILIA"
wat ching the (O S.) Viewer.

"I LIA"
(i ndicating viewer)
V' ger..

I NCLUDI NG THE VI EWMER KI RK AND THE OTHERS

all very silent a nonent, gazing at the sight. Now
Kirk glances at the people around him on his command
their lives are about to end. Nothing is said; no

time for it, no inclination to articul ate the obvi ous.

No need to.
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(ALT.
(...

365

Kl RK
(into intercom
with finality)
M. Scott...

ANGLE ON CHEKOV
reacting to a console reading with surprise.

CHEKOV
Captain... | read an oxygen and
gravity envel ope form ng outside
the Enterprise...!

UHURA
Sir, | have |ocated the source
of Vger's radio signal: (it's)
directly ahead.

SPOCK
That transmtter is a vital |ink
bet ween V' ger and the Creator.
(its)
DECKER
(urging)
"18",) W have twenty-one m nutes. Captain,
"14" ) we can still save V ger... and oursel ves.

Al'l this has caused Kirk to vacillate, but he still
bel i eves his course of action is the proper one, as:-

n I Ll AII
The carbon units wll now provide
V' ger the required information.

"I'lta" is noving toward the elevator, turning to face
the others as she says this. Kirk remains frozen, his
hand on the intercombutton. He glances at McCoy, as
t hough seeki ng advice. MCoy peers at him bl andly,
levelly; Kirk must follow his own instinct.

FAVORI NG Kl RK

gazing at "llia," then at Spock, his brain racing, con-
sidering all the possibilities, options. He gl ances

at the anxious faces awaiting his decision: a possible
twenty-two nore minutes of life -- or instant death.
Anot her beat as he deci des. Then:

Kl RK
(into intercom
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M. Scott... we're holding off;
there nmay be a chance..

(rises, gestures

Spock and M Coy)
Spock, Bones...

He starts for el evator.
PAST DECKER TO Kl RK

as Kirk strides toward the el evator, joining MCoy and
Spock.

Kl RK
M. Decker... | will contact you
every five mnutes. O herw se..
informM. Scott imrediately.

DECKER
(calls after him
Captain... 1'd Iike to go al ong. .
Kirk studi es Decker a beat -- there is sonething com
pel li ng about Decker's manner -- a certain sense of

absol ute necessity. Kirk seenms about to deny the re-
quest, then turns to Sul u:

Kl RK
M. Sulu, you have the conn..

And Kirk | eaves; Decker, his face reflecting a strange,
al nost eager gratification, hurries after him

Kl RK
V' ger plans to literally neld
to reduce both itself and the
Creator to patterns...

SPOCK
and then to reassenble itself
combi ned with the Creator. The
nost certain way of obtaining
all the Creator's answers.

A sudden STORM OF LI GHT AND STRANGE SOUND. In the
mdst of it, Kirk finds a SHAFT OF LI GHT very nuch
centering on him He sees "Ilia" watching himw th
none of their "former navigator" in her expression
now. Kirk hesitates, gathering his thoughts:

KI RK
(to "Ilia")
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Qur data is being prepared.

"I LIA"
Answer !
Kl RK
W will answer and present proof

of our answer when it is ready!

Kirk's words lead to a suggestion of FRUSTRATION in the
STORM OF LI GHT AND SOUND around t hem

Kl RK
(conti nui ng)
V' ger, we will bring the Creator
to you! Here!

ANGLE EMPHASI ZI NG "I LI A" AND DECKER
as he noves to her:

DECKER
We need only a few nore m nutes.
Bel i eve ne. ..

Decker has reached out to touch her -- the probe spins
at his touch -- the nove knocks Decker fromhis feet,
tunbling, a hard fall. Then the robe | ooks at him
lying there -- just the slightest softening of her

f eat ures now.

EMPHASI ZI NG DECKER
slowy turning to face the probe again.

DECKER
Ilia, believe ne... the Creator
wi ||l appear!

EMPHASI ZI NG "I LI A"

as she neets Decker's | ook, her expression softening
still nore. The STORM OF LI GHT and SOUND begins to

subside a bit. She noves to himand he gets to his feet.

UHURA" S | NTERCOM VA CE
Enterprise to Captain...

| NT. BRI DGE
Uhura with Sulu and Chekov there.

UHURA
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Probl em Captain: the response
signal is not in our records.
Voyager Six was sent out by Earth's
"United States Subdivision.' The
code was probably...

I NT. VOYAGER SI X SI TE 371
as Uhura conti nues:

UHURA' S | NTERCOM VO CE
kept secret to keep Voyager's
data fromrival subdivisions.

Mc COY
That' s preposterous! They
woul dn't have kept scientific
data from one anot her

CHEKOV' S | NTERCOM VA CE
We are now checking with Starfl eet
Archi ves, Captain. Stand by.

ANGLE ON DECKER AND "I LI A" 372

Kirk, Spock and McCoy are standing sone di stance from
them (out of hearing). The probe is clearly noving

into still closer touch with Lt. Ilia' s nmenory patterns
as Decker takes her hand.

DECKER
And when V ger nel ds? What wil |
happen to you?

n I Ll AII
It will... take me fromyou..

Kl RK, SPOCK AND M COY 373

McCoy is |looking at Kirk with an incredul ous expression
on his face.

Mc COY
And when it realizes what the
Creator is...?

Kl RK
There's no way to know. V' ger
expected it to be a machine --
some single entity.
(i ndicates entire
site)
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Al'l of us here may be reduced
into patterns..

SPOCK
That seens to be what it has
pl anned -- to have the Creator

physi cal ly present here.

Mc COY
(small smle)
The God it captures is going to
be a hell of a disappointnent.

DECKER AND "1 LI A" 374

at the side of Voyager Six, Decker in the mdst of
twisting a wing-nut which rel eases a hatch whi ch sw ngs

open. Decker peers inside while "lIlia" waits.
KI RK, SPOCK AND McCOY 375
Decker and "llia" at the old capsule in b.g. as Kirk

| ooks that way.

Kl RK
Conmmander . . .

We SEE Decker ook up at Kirk's call, then ignore him
and go back to inspecting inside the access hatch. At
this nonent, fromKirk's comuni cator, a SI GNAL

Kl RK
(conti nui ng;
I nt o conmuni cat or)
Kirk here.

UHURA' S | NTERCOM VA CE
We now have the response code,

sir.
Kl RK
Stand by. Transmt it on ny
orders.
The three of them exchange | ooks -- Kirk, Spock and

McCoy exchanging a silent nonent of friendship and
resignation. Then Kirk lifts his comuni cator again:

Kl RK
(conti nui ng)
Enterprise... transmt.
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DECKER AND "1 LI A" 376

catching Decker in the mdst of pressing a control on
his tricorder. Both he and "Ilia" are watching Kirk
and the others closely. Now Decker |ooks down at the
tricorder's face. He nods:

DECKER
Recor di ng. .
KI RK, SPOCK AND M COY 377
still waiting. They continue to wait. MCoy shifts

unconfortably, throws Kirk a puzzled glance. Kirk
finally lifts his comuni cator.

Kl RK
Enterprise, are you transmtting?

UHURA' S | NTERCOM VO CE
Affirmative, Captain. For sone

time now.

Kl RK
Confirm code and transmtting
frequency.

CHEKOV' S | NTERCOM VA CE
Bot h signal and frequency
confirned, sir.

DECKER
(calling)
Captain Kirk!
VARI QUS ANGLES 378
as the others turn to Decker and "Ilia."
DECKER

(conti nui ng)
The fault is here, sir, not in
the transm ssion.

(indicating into

hat ch)
The ant enna | eads have been
di sconnected. V ger never
intended to accept a transmtted
signal .

Kl RK
Capture God! In order to
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381

retrieve V ger's data, the
Creator has to physically cone
here!. ..

DECKER
And plug the signal directly into
the circuitry at this...
(indicates into
access)
poi nt here, Captain. It
shoul d pick up even a tricorder

pl ayback.
Kl RK
(lifting conmuni cator)
Enterprise, | want that signa

again. Transmt!

Then Kirk touches a control on his tricorder exactly
as Decker did earlier. Then he | ooks up, reacts as
he sees Decker holding his own tricorder up -- and a
smle playing on Decker's face.

ACTI ON ANGLE 379
as Kirk suddenly pivots, races toward Decker -- but he
passes too close to the "lIlia"-probe. It sends him

spi nni ng back, tunbling to his knees.
AT KI RK 380

as KIRK starts up to scranble to his feet but Spock has
stepped in, putting a hand on Kirk's shoul der and re
strai ning him

SPOCK
Jim.. he wants it.

DECKER
You got the Enterprise, it's
what you wanted. This is what
I want.

(smles)
But, Jim..

(now very seriously)
... I"'mthe right choice for this
m ssi on.

And t hen Decker shoves the tricorder into the access
hat ch.

VARI QUS EFFECTS SHOTS - DECKER BEI NG FUSED - V' GER 381
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TRANSCENDI NG (' S)

For just an instant nothing happens -- and then a

BLI NDI NG SHAFT OF LI GHT STRI KES Decker. The col or
becones BRI GHTER AND BRI GHTER, begi ns spiraling through
the room "llia" stes toward Decker, is caught in the

LI GHT, and instantly VAN SHES in a BRI LLI ANT WHI TE GLOW

We SEE Decker seeming to grow |larger -- as if his

nol ecul ar pattern is expandi ng. A SPECTACULAR SERI ES
OF VI SUALS., THE SPI RALI NG LI GHT envel oping the entire
ar ea.

Al this emanating from Decker's body, becom ng LARGER
-- also BRIGHTER AND BRI GHTER until now it is al nost
transparent. And the SPI RALI NG now expanding in al
directions, and the roomitself starting to dissolve,
vani shing into nothingness -- and all conmencing to
slip into the new di nensi on.

Kirk, Spock and McCoy stand transfixed anot her instant.
Around them V ger seens to be TRANSFORM NG | NTO BRI L-
LI ANT, LOVELY PATTERNS. They all turn and race into
the complex in the direction of their vessel.

EXT. EARTH ORBIT - AN ENERGY BOLT (S) 382

It too seens to be flowering into loveliness, brilliant,
graceful patterns as they seemto slip through to another
di mensi on, vani shi ng.

EXT. V GER - FULL SHOT 383

The "FLOWERI NG' EFFECT now spreadi ng outward, V ger's
massi ve shape becom ng a spiraling pattern of tw sting,

graceful shapes and brilliant colors -- a transcendence
I nt o anot her di nensi on.

And then all of that is left is a shimrering, jewel-like
point of light -- and then it too fades -- and reveal s

there in the blue-black of space, the U S. S. Enterprise.
I NT. BRIDGE - | NCLUDI NG THE VI EVER (O 384

whi ch shows now only space and its famliar star
patterns. Al gaze at the viewer, awed at what they've
seen and undergone. They exchange | ooks silently, no
one wanting to be the first totry to comment on sone-
thing which is beyond nmere words. W HEAR an ELEVATOR
DOOR, Scott and Chapel ENTER the bridge and stand
silently watching.



Mc COY
Well, it certainly has been..
I nteresting.

KI RK
Spock, we were its answer!

SPOCK
(nods)
Yes, Captain. It needed our
nortality, the fear of it, our
struggl e against it, our fears,
our dreans...

Kl RK
and the 'foolish' enotions
whi ch drive us?

SPOCK
(1 ooks at Kirk; then)
| prefer your poet Dante's phrase
-- 'the divine restl essness of
the human spirit.’

M COY
Spock. .. you're quoting poetry?

Spock's cold |l ook at McCoy is interrupted by:

UHURA
Starfl eet signal, Captain!
Return to orbital dockyard for

I nspecti on.
Kl RK
I gnore that signal.
(to Scott)

Shall we give the Enterprise a
proper shakedown, M. Scott?

SCOrIT
(suddenly beam ng)
I'd say it's tinme for that, |
woul d, sir.
(toward Spock)
We can have you back on Vul can
in four days, M. Spock.

SPOCK
(cool ly)
| have no busi ness on \Wul can,



Engi neer.

Kirk and Spock exchange a | ook -- then Kirk turns to
t he hel m
Kl RK
Ahead Warp One, M. Sulu.
DI FALCO
Headi ng, sir?
Kl RK

(taki ng center seat;
I ndi cates generally)
Qut there. Thataway.

SPOCK
(nods gravely)
A nost | ogical choice, Captain.

Then the trace of a smle conmes over Spock's face.
385 EXT. SPACE - ENTERPRI SE (S) 385

Pl anet Earth in the distance, and receding in size as
the starship heads out the other direction.

FADE OUT.

THE END



